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MEETING  AT  Tfffi  CPSU  CENTRAL  COMMiTTEE 

Moscciw  KCMMDNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  3-4 

[Text]  A  ineeting  with  the  heads  of  the  mass  information  and  propaganda  media 
was  held  at  the  CPSU  Cfentral  CXsramittee.  The  primary  tasks  of  the  Soviet 
press,  television  and  radio  were  discussed  on  the  basis  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  27th  CPSU  Congress. 

M.S.  Gorbachev,  CPSU  Central  Committee  general  secretary,  addressed  the 
participants.  He  emphasized  that  the  congress  angered  guestioi^  raised  by 
life  itself  and  equipped  the  party  and  the  people  with  programmatic  documents 
and  an  acceleration  strategy  for  the  new  crucial  stage  in  the  development  of 
Soviet  society.  The  line  of  the  J^ril  Central  Committee  Plenum  met  with  full 
approval  at  the  congress.  The  main  thing  now  is  not  only  to  preserve  but 
compr^ensively  to  develop,  enrich  and  saturate  with  ideas  and  actions  the 
atmosphere  created  by  the  congress  and  conduct  in  the  press  a  frank  and  open 
discussion  on  means  for  the  implementation  of  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU 
Congress.  Let  there  be  more  practical  actions  and  initiatives  and  fewer 
meaningless  statements  and  enthusiastic  exclamations. 

Organizational  and  political  work  must  be  concentrated  on  the  implementation 
of  the  plans  for  1986  and  for  the  12th  5-year  period.  The  main  trends  in  the 
economic  area  must  be  the  systematic  solution  of  problems  relat^  to 
perfecting  the  economic  mechanism  and  management,  accelerating  scientific  and 
technical  progress,  comprehensively  applying  cost  accounting  waging  a 
struggle  for  high  production  quality  and  work,  for  the  full  utilization  of 
reserves  and  strengthening  labor,  production  and  contractual  discipline. 

In  their  letters  to  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  and  the  editorial  boards,  the 
working  people  supported  steps  aimed  at  bringing  order,  and  the  struggle 
against  drunkenness,  eilcoholism  and  various  types  of  negative  phenomena. 

The  sccile  and  novelty  of  the  forthccmiing  work  are  such  as  to  require  a  radical 
restructuring  in  everyone's  thinking,  from  the  rahk-and-file  worker  to  the 
minister,  and  improving  the  work  style  as  a  vhole.  The  main  enemy  here  is 
bureaucratism,  vhich  the  state  must  tirelessly  scourge.  The  party,  M.S. 
Gorbachev  emphasized,  is  confident  that  the  press  will  work  in  this  area 
energetically  and  thoroughly.  All  of  its  activities  must  be  sibordinated  to 
the  idea  of  accelerating  matters.  The  pulse  of  life  itself  must  beat  from  the 
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pages  of  new^pers  and  from  television  and  radio  broadcasts.  The  woT-virirr 
people  must  descaribe  in  their  own  words  the  new  features  of  our  reality  their 

iSSStJv^  creative  potential  and  actively  to  support  mass 

“  invaluable  role  In  topleinentii^  the  party's 
^^l^t^ind^hlS  “  K  requires  the  attention  ofjity 

SSc^tmt^ni5^*^i  'pr^z^ons.  However,  it  is  also  an  exoeptiorSl^ 
iitiportant  problem,  for  it  directly  affects  the  person,  his  life  work  and 

press  must  pay  daily,  i  would  say'persistent 

particular  mention  is  the  further  development  of  the 

S^SicatSf^?  all-round  advancement  and 

^tensification  of  the  democratic  foundations  of  socialist  life.  Socialism  Is 

this^*SJSSbir^i?nk%hT°^'^  democracy  without  socialism.  It  is 

SS  display  in  its  full  scope.  Let  us  say  in 

J*at  our  mass  information  media  are  one  of  the  most 
tending  manife^tions  of  socialist  democracy.  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
fi^  a  country  outside  the  socialist  system  in  vAiich  the  preS^lSision  anS 

2^°iSaS?  ^IcS  of  llfa  no  nhS^l?"Sn^r^^SS^ 

dTO  inrerestedly.  This  is  vAiat  socialist  democracy  in  action  is  Th^ 

atroc^h^e  created  by  the  congress  must  be  developed  further  The  soirit  of  a 

^  salf-oritlcal  attitS  S^iha^St?^  b^ 
^  ooaplaoenqy  and  satisfaction  with  successes,  etc. ,  mtSt 
oe  eliminated  as  we  progress,  for  this  is  not  our  way. 

SSLiS^it^bv^bif”?^®  and  vitally  important  task  than  that  of 

experience  aimed  at 

stimSti^  ^  ^untry's  socioeconomic  development.  We  have  a  strategic 

^  the  practical  experience  of  each  sector,  production  facilitv 
There  neifhS'  •  o^anization,  economic  mechanism  or  party  activity" 

S^iJ^S  oS  nS  ^i®her  than  the  ^n-J  sSSi 

SSnatT^fn  approve  of  the  party's  efforts  to  improve  the  moral 

SSt  dei?  h^t  7  ^  standards  of  communist  morality.  A 

depends  on  the  attention  paid  to  the  family  and  to  the 

art  »st  Lntritate  to 

S°”2?T  ^  be  given  priority  at 

least  equal  to  that  given  to  production.  pxxonty  ar 

It  is  oMy  the  stressed  and  qualitative  work  of  the  entire  peoole  that  ran 
ensure  the  accelerated  development  of  the  econorry  and  improvem^ts  i^^living 
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conditions.  We  are  living  in  very  interesting,  difficult  and  demanding  times. 
Action  and  more  action  is  the  demand  of  the  day.  We  must  fight,  we  must 
literally  fi^t  for  the  implementation  of  each  line  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
party  congress.  Rigid  daily  control  over  the  implementation  of  plans  and 
assignments  is  one  of  the  press'  most  important  tasks. 

The  clqga  enemy  is  doing  everything  possible  to  promote  mistrust  in  •^e 
reality  of  the  implementation  of  our  plans.  We  counter  these  inteigues  with 
our  toil,  our  powerful  potential  and  the  enthusiasm  and  patriotism  of  the 
Soviet  people. 

Ihe  country's  foreign  policy  and  the  party's  course  in  international^  affairs, 
formulated  at  the  27th  Congress,  are  most  closely  related  to  domestic  ^licy. 
Their  single  objective  is  to  serve  the  interests  of  strengthening  socialism, 
the  interests  of  the  working  people  and  the  interests  of  international  peace. 
This  truth  must  be  brought  to  all  people  on  earth. 

The  following  participated  in  the  exchange  of  views;  V.G.  Afanasyev,  PRAVDA 
editor-in-chief;  N.M.  Gribachev,  editor-in-chief  of  the  journal  SOVETSKEY 
SOYUZ;  I.D.  Laptev,  editor-in-chief  of  IZVESTIYA;  A.N.  Aksenov,  chairman  of 
the  USSR  Gosteleradio;  V.M.  Falin,  Novosti  New  ^ency  board  chairman;  S.A. 
Losev,  TASS  general  director;  B.G.  Vladimirov,  editor-in-chief  of 
EKONCMICHESKAYA  GAZBTA;  A. A.  Baranov,  editor-in-chief  of  SOTSIALISTICHESKAYA 
INDUSTRIYA;  and  V.I.  Fedotova,  editor-in-chief  of  the  journal  SOVETSKAYA 
ZHENSHCHINA. 

The  meeting  was  also  attended  by  Ye.K.  Ligachev,  Politburo  member  and  CPSU 
Central  Committee  secretary,  and  A.N.  Yakovlev,  CPSU  Central  Committee 
secretary. 

COPYEUIGer:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Pravda".  ''Kommunist",  1986 
5003 

CSC:  1802/11 
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EDITORIAL  —  CONGRESS  OF  STRATEGIC  DECISIONS 

Moscxw  KOMJNIST  in  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  M^  86)  pp  5-21 

1,"* * i^jwardl  Ever  forwacd  and  upward!”  This  call  \diich 
f  ^  appli^  to  the  historicSl^ce  of  the  worM^S 

^lalism  ^ole.  It  is  inordinately  consistent  with  the  present,  with 

emotional  incandescence  ^ich  has  been  increasingly 
takii^  hold  of  the  pai±y  and  the  people  after  the  i^ril  1985  CPSU  Central 

tcSc^olSe  f-so  the  atmo^ere  in  vdiich  the  27th  Congr^s 

^  historical  congress,  as  it  tos  described  by  F  Castro 
noted  world  political  leaders.  It  was  historioafsSnS  it 

™  uportant  and  significant  period  in  human  histo^  in 
t^of  ite  ta^i^  soale-^chh^  to  the  start  of  the  third  mlnennig  aS 
beyoM.  It  was  also  historical  in  terms  of  the  fundamental,  the  essential 
si^fi^hc*  of  tte  deo^i^  e>^resslng  the  main,  the  basic  ai^tTS^ 
life,  the  new  develc^Hnent  within  it  after  the  i^ril  Plenum,  a  time  of  profound 

i  f  ^  ^  congress  delegates.  This  was  said  J;^  D.K.  Motor^  not 

a  poet  but  a  person  who  grows  our  daily  bread,  a  kolWioz  chairman. 

_  27th  toi^ess  of  the  leninist  Party  will  play  an  exceptional  role 
cii^tting  ^^ch  h^  alreacfy  became  obvious.  The  special  role  vdiich  the 
TO^ess  will  play  in  the  party's  political  biography,  in  the  establishment  of 
Si  and  in  the  destinies  of  all  mankind  is  determined,  above 

thi'oSy  ^  stmt^ic  nature  of  its  resolutions.  The  concept  of  acceleratinq 
the  sTOioecOTomic  development  of  the  country  and,  on  this  basis,  achievino^ 
^  stetus  of  socialist  society,  formulated  at  the  i^ril  ^85 
central  Committee  Plenum,  was  further  creatively  developed  at  the 
rangr^s.  It  was  ejqaanded  in  the  political  report  of  the  CPSU  Central 

party's  Central  Committee  general 
s^etary,  p  the  new  edition  of  the  party  program,  in  the  Basic  Directions  in 
l^e  Economic  and  Social  Development  of  the  USSR  iA  1986-1990  and  SiS 

acSierSion^S^  2000,  ai^  p  other  congress  documents.  The  strategy  of 

these  documents  and  the  essence  of  the  party's 
general  line  at  the  preseit  stage.  ^ 

In  1920,  in  his  address  to  the  RKP  organizations,  at  a  crucial  time  V  I 
■■ws^  go  forth,  we  must  look  allead,  we^JSTtaS^to  iJi 
congress  the  reworked  practical  experience  in  economic  construction,  thought- 


4 


out  and  reworked  attentively,  through  the  general  efforts  and  toil  of  all 
pad^  members....  We  must  take  into  consideration  practical  experience  in 
order  to  reject  vAiat  is  harmful  and  ccaribine  all  that  is  valuable.  We  must 
accurately  formulate  a  number  of  imminent  practical  measures  and  iitplement 
them  at  all  costs,  stepping  at  no  sacrifices.  That  is  the  way  we  understand 
the  tasks  of  the  present  and  the  tasks  of  the  party  congress'*  ("Poln.  Sobr. 
Soch"  [Complete  Collected  Works],  vol  40,  pp  142,  144).  Ttoday  ^  well,  at  the 
point  of  a  sharp  turn  in  history,  we  can  claim  with  full  justification  that  it 
is  precisely  in  the  same  Leninist  way  that  the  party  and  its  Centxal  Ccranittee 
formulate  the  tasks.  It  was  this  precise  approach  that  distingu^ed  the 
unusually  energetic,  meaningful  and  fruitful  precongress  accountabili"^  and 
election  party  caitpaign.  It  was  precisely  this  approach  \«hich  typical  of 
the  work  of  the  party  congress  itself.  "Comrades,  let  las  mention  lenin  more 
frequently."  These  words  said  at  the  27th  CESU  Congress,  do  not  contain  ^en 
a  hint  of  scholasticism;  they  confirm  the  requirements  of  real  practical 
acconplishments  in  the  post-J^ril  development  of  our  country.  loyalty  to  the 
Leninist  ideals  and  to  Leninism  as  the  hipest  stage  in  the  develcpment  of 
Marxist  thinking  has  been  a  distinguishing  feature  in  the  history  of  the  CPSU. 
This  history,  Ye.K.  ligachev,  CPSU  Central  Committee  Politburo  member  and  CPSU 
Central  Committee  secretary,  pointed  out  ht  the  congress,  is  not  "a  glorious 
past  vhich  has  thundered  away,"  but  ah  "inseparable  part  of  the  live,  present 
political  activity  and  thinking  of  all  party  members." 

As  the  27th  CPSU  Ccxigress  proved  with  inordinate  claritY#  time  h^  no  power 
over  Lenin's  thoughts  and  over  the  Leninist  concepts  and  conclusions,  vhich 
have  been  repeatedly  tested  throu^  practical  experioice.  As  it  marches  on, 
time  is  contributing  to  their  ever  deeper  undeirstanding,  confirming  toe 
prophetic  power  and  permanent  political  relevance  of  Lenin's  lessons.  With 
their  thoughts  turned  to  the  concerns  of  the  present,  toe  speakers  and 

vho  addressed  toe  congress  kept  turning  to  these  lessons  with 
increased  interest,  relying  on  them  in  a  realistic  and  Leninist-type  daring, 
creatively  interpreting  accomoplishments  and  formulating  new  tasks  in  a 
Leninist  style.  In  the  unanimous  view  of  toe  congress'  participants  and 
guests,  and  of  all  those  vho  followed  its  proceedings  with  interest  and 
without  prejudice,  toe  political  report  of  toe  CPSU  Central  Committee, 
presented  by  M.S.  Gorbachev,  toe  new  edition  of  the  party  program  and  toe 
other  documents  of  toe  27to  Congress  are  an  outstanding  acccmplishment  of 
creative  Marxism-Leninism.  They  provide  answers  to  toe  most  crucial  problems 
of  our  time  and  formulated  new  tasks  and  problems  of  current  and^  long-range 
significance.  Filled  with  historical  optimism  and  faith  in  toe  triumph  of  toe 
ccramunist  ideals,  theoretically  daring,  frank  and  constructive,  they  give  toe 
Soviet  people  and  their  numerous  foreign  friends  new  hope.  At  toe  same  time 
they  encourage  profound  thoughts,  daring  solutions  and  energetic  actions. 

One  of  toe  most  important  political  demands  of  today  is  to  act,  to  act 
energetically  and  responsibly,  in  accordance  with  changing  circumstances, 
always  relying  on  toe  initiative  of  toe  toiling  masses,  on  local  imtiative, 
vhich  Lenin  valued  so  highly,  always  remembering  that  inaction  means 
stagnation  and  toe  doom  of  any  project.  The  concept  of  profound  restructuring 
and  decisive  rejection  of  obsolete  views  and  prejudices  and  of  ways  and  means 
of  work  vhich  have  outlived  their  xisefulness  was  toe  binding  idea  running 
through  toe  congress  documents  and  the  addresses  of  its  participants.  The 
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^leroentation  of  the  tasks  set  by  the  27th  CESU  Congress  will  demand  of  us  to 
st^  our  full  efforts,  theoretical  as  well  as  political.  Ihe  congress  has 
rais^  our  thoughts  to  a  high  level  vhich  demands  increasing  efforts  arid 
persistent,  daring  and  creative  work.  ^ 


2??  greatest  achievements  of  long-term  conterrporary  Marxist-Leninist 

thinking  is  the  con^pt  of  accelerating  our  country's  socioeconomic  progress 
^  we  perfect  socialism  and  gradually  convert  to  corarnunism,  formulated  at  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee  Plenum  and  creatively  developed  and 
aitetantiated  at  the  27th  Party  Congress,  the  political  report  of  the  party's 
Central  Committee  and  the  corigresses'  programmatic  documents.  Progress 
aocelsration  is^  an  unusual,  even  daring  combination  of  words,  yet  highly 
obgectiye,  realistic  and  relevant.  For  it  was  not  created  through  abstract 
theorizing  but  life  itself,  by  the  harsh  heed  for  decisive  changes. 

T^e  aooel^ation  concept,  formulated  by  the  party,  was  dictated  by  the 
ob3ective  domestic  and  foreign  conditions  vAiich  developed  in  the  mid-1980s. 
Hwev^,  It  was  not  related  exclusively  to  the  specific  nature  of  the  present 
situation.  It  es^resses  on  a  broad  scale  the  practical  and  theoretical 
four^tions  for  the  new  party  line  aimed  at  the  year  2000  and  beyond  it.  That 
IS  ^y  it  IS  also  a  strata^  of  acceleration.  An  organic  alloy  of  theory  and 
pratti^,  thou^t  and  action  and  ideas  and  politics  has  appeared.  The 
content  of  the  concept  and  strategy  of  acceleration  thus  became  broader, 
richer  and  more  complex  than  the  meaning  we  had  invested  in  this  concept  so 
creative  thinking  has  been  manifested  in  new  forms,  consistent 
with  the  dialectics  of  life.  That  is  precisely  vhat  Lenin,  the  greatest 
m^ter  of  dialectics  ai^  the  greatest  expert  in  the  life  of  the  people,  the 
wise  and  s]a.llful  politician  vho  was  able  skillfully  to  lay  new  stratecric 
routes  leadi]^  to  the  future  and  to  find  specific  and  realistic  ways  for 
reviving  topical  problems,  teaches  us.  Naturally,  acceleration  means,  above 
,  i^jgrading  the  growth  rates  of  the  economy,  the  national  economy  as  a 
whole,  on  the  ^is  of  scientific  and  technical  progress.  By  the  end  of  the 
century  our  society  should  double  its  production  potential  with  a  qualitative 
reixjvation  and  increase  labor  productivity  by  a  factor  of  2. 3-2. 5;  this  will 
bring  about  a  nearly  100  percent  increase  in  the  national  income.  These 
figures  ^  ^  a  clear  embodiment  of  the  scope  of  the  party  plans  and  darinq 
econcmic  thinking,  vhich  demand  equally  daring  and  broad  actions. 


■me  pa^  conceives  of  the  restructuring  of  the  national  economy  as  an 
int^ral^  ^stem  of  la^e-scale  ecx)namic  new  developments.  Uiis  involves 
substantial  changes  mi  investment  pxjlicy,  in  vhich  the  emphasis  will  noW  shift 
frcxn  iiew  construction  to  reconstruction  and  technical  updating;  profound 
structu^  chafes  in  the  economy  and  a  reorientation  from  quantitative  to 
qualitative  in^catora,  frcro  intermediate  to  end  results  and  from  increasing 
resources  to  proving  their  utilization.  All  of  this,  along  with  the  fast 
developed  of  science-intensive  sectors  and  the  production  and  social 
infrattructure,  will  give  a  new  face  to  our  economy  and  develop  what  K.  Marx 
d^i^  as  the  "p^ctive  power  of  labor."  He  wrote  that  this  category  "is 
determm^  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  vhich  inclimle  the  average  worker's 
skill,  level  of  developxnent  of  science  and  the  degree  of  its  technologic^ 
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application,  the  social  combination  of  the  procSuction  process  with  the  scope 
and  efficiency  of  means  of  production  and  natural  conditions"  (K.  Marx  and  F. 
Ehgels,  "Soch."  [Works],  vol  23,  p  48) .  It  is  the  task  of  science  and 
politics  to  take  into  consideration  all  of  these  factors  in  their  systematic 
interaction.  Hiis  task  becomes  exceptibnally  cotrplex  iinder  preset 
conditions,  at  the  new  stage  of  the  scientific  and  technical  revolution 
related  to  the  development  of  vanguard  "hi^-level"  technologies 
(micrxDelectronics,  informatics,  robotics,  biotechnology)  vdiich  require  an 
equally  "high-level"  contact  with  social  structures  and  itan,  with  his 
professional  training,  education  and  general  standards  and,  finally,  nature, 
viiich  demands  new  previously  unknown  ecological  assessments  and  priorities  in 
human  activities. 

Scientific  and  technical  progress  turns  out  to  be  the  c:enter  of  mary-faceted 
interactions  and  the  significance  of  its  social  determinant,  the  "human 
dimension, "  the  ecological  assessment,  vhich  is  steadily  increasing  as  science 
is  becoming  not  only  a  direct  production  but  a  social  force  as  well,  is 
becoming  increasingly  apparent.  The  imperative  demand  of  the  day  is  to 
intensi^  the  orientation  of  basic  research  to  the  solution  of  sci^tific  aM 
technical  problems  of  major  national  economic  significance,  to  obtain  specific 
results  by  developing  qualitatively  new  technologies  vhich  will  ensure  the 
all-round  xjpdating  of  associations  and  enterprises  and  to  introduce 
revolutionary  changes  in  the  econcmy  which  must  increasingly  becxme 
"materialized  science." 

The  27th  CESU  Congress  emphasized  that  the  new  tasks  of  economic  development 
cannot  be  resolved  with  the  old  economic  mechanism.  Radical  reform  is  needed. 
Efy>nnpii<-.  management  methods  must  be  restructured  in  such  as  way  as  to  become 
fully  consistent  with  intensification  as  a  decisive  prerequisite  _  for 
acceleration.  In  accordancre  with  the  si:pren:e  objective  of  the  socialist 
economy,  the  satisfaction  of  social  requirements  and  the  needs  of  the 
individual  must  become  the  cornerstone  of  these  efforts.  This  can  be  achieved 
only  by  orienting  the  economic  mechanism  toward  high  efficiency  and  work 
quality,  giving  it  antiwaste  features,  making  it  receptive  to  scientific  and 
technical  progress,  developing  the  cx>llec±.ives'  profound  interest  in  the  toe 
results  of  their  labor  and  opening  a  wide  road  to  initiative  and  socialist 
enterprise  in  social  management.  The  cjontribution  of  toe  various  forms  of 
ecxjncmic  management  to  toe  socioeccnamic  acceleration  of  toe  country  and  to 
the  actual  strengthening  socialism  must  become  toe  touchstone  with  vhich  their 
efficiency  can  be  tested. 

The  solution  of  this  problem  is  closely  related  to  energizing  scientific 
developments  in  socialist  political  eccnoity  and  asking  economists  to  adders 
themselves  to  toe  concept  of  accelerating  socioeconomic  development  and  its 
most  inportant  aspects.  The  princiipal  among  them  are  toe  dialectics  of 
production  forces  and  production  relations  at  toe  present  stage  in  toe 
develcpment  of  our  society,  the  ways  and  means  for  resolving  nonantagonistic 
contradictions  among  them,  toe  problem  of  socialist  ownership  and  toe  variety 
of  means  of  its  economic  implementation,  vhich  includes  toe  most  inportant  of 
toe  problems  reformulated  by  toe  congress :  toe  further  intensification  of 
socialist  economic  self-management;  and  cxmprehbnsive  topic  of  toe  effici^t 
utilization  of  cost  accounting  and  ccramodity-inonetary  relations  on  a  socialist 
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basis.  The  most  ntportant  starting  point  in  changes  in  the  economic  Tn^yham'  gm 
dema^ed  by  the  27th  Party  Congress,  that  of  improving  production  relations  in 
accoroance  wi'to  the  new  conditions  of  the  present  stage  in  socialist 
development,  is  adopting  a  scientific  view  of  such  problems,  as  <~;1os<b  to  the 
practice  of  economic  management  as  possible,  and  aimed  at  its  substantial^ 
reorganization,  feeed  from  the  burden  of  old  prejudices. 

The  tasks  set  by ^ the  congress  in  the  economic  area  are  difficult  and  broad. 
Howler,  our  possibilities  and  as  yet  unused  reserves,  found  above  all  in  the 
radical  advantages  of  the  socialist  economic  management  system,  are  equally 
great.  The  use  of  sikh  advantages  and  of  the  comraunist  principles  of  our 
economy  much  more  efficiently  and  completely  than  in  the  past,  is  a 

prerequisite  for  the  successful  implementation  of  the  programmatic  task  of 
raising  socialist  society  to  a  qualitatively  new  level.  Our  main 

inejd^ustible  reserve  is  the  social  activeness  of  the  masses,  the  tremendous 
creative  potential  of  the  socialist  social  system  and  way  of  life,  socialist 
competition  and,  finally,  the  Soviet  person  himself,  with  his  socialist  self- 
awareness,  reason,  feelings  and  willpower. 

II 

The  TOncept  and  strategy  of  acceleration  extend  also  to  the  social  and 
spiritual  areas  in  the  life  of  socialist  society  vhich,  based  on 
prerequisites  and  factors,  themselves  have  a  growing  impact  on  conc^t 

and  strategy  and  on  society  as  a  vhole.  The  cultural  and  moral  aspects  of 
acceleration  sometimes  play  a  decisive  role  in  the  overall  social  development 
process  ra  vhich  each  feature-material  and  ^iritual— is  dialectically 
interrelated  and  interacting  with  the  others.  Scientific  outlook,  political 
consci^n^s,  moral  self-awareness,  understanding  of  patriotic  duty,  feeling 
of  2Y®tice,  honor  and  conscience  are,  in  the  final  account,  features 

without  ihich  no  acceleration  would  be  possible  even  if  we  were  to  dedicate 
our  entire  strength  to  the  development  of  the  economic  and  scientific  and 
t^ological  ^eres.  This  as  well  has  its  own  dialectics,  as  was  clearly 
at  tte  27th  C3SU  Congress.  We  can  confidently  say  that  the  congress  was 
a  true  trixjiiph  of  real  humanism,  theoretically  and  practically  asserted  by 
Marxiatr^Ieninism  and  socialism:  a  society  vhich,  as  it  grows  into  communism, 
makes  the  person's  development  increasingly  self-seeiking,  as  Marx  predicted. 

gai^  of  the  Soviet  people  are  unquestionable  and  great. 
Nevertheless,  life  itself  forces  us  to  look  at  their  further  development  in  a 
n^  way.  -me  residual  principle  of  assigning  resources  for  the  development  of 
the  material  base  of  the  sociocultiural  area,  vhidh  is  politically  and 
economi^ly  faulty,  was  sharply  criticized  at  the  congress.  Economy  in 
socioaritural  affaire  turns  into  huge  losses.  Dissatisfaction  with  working 
and  living  cont^tions  lowers  the  interest  of  the  people  in  labor  results 
weak^  discipline  and  causes  other  negative  manifestations.  Concern  for 
housrag,  schools,  ho^itals,  better  living  conditions  and  improvements  in 
services  becomes  the  primary  tasks  of  managers  on  all  levels.  ThA  congress 
approached  the  assessment  of  such  problems  in  a  bol^evik  and  Leninist  manner: 
in  this  ^ea  assignment  failures  imust  be  interpreted  as  political  failures. 

Ihe  entira  technical  restructuring  of  public  production,  the  congress 
esmphasized,  must  have  a  clear  social  direction.  Priority  is  given  to  the 
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solution  of  social  problems  in  the  labor  area,  vMch  is  the  min  sphere  of 
manifestation  of  the  essential  forces  of  man  and  his  development  as  a  worker 
and  an  individual.  It  is  a  question  not  sinply  of  replacing  live  with 
mterialized  labor  but  of  profound  changes  in  its  content  ^  its  significant 
intellectualization.  The  congress  offered  a  broad  overview  of  such  changes. 
During  the  12th  5-Year  Plan  and  in  the  period  until  the  year  2000  hard  and 
monotonous  work  must  be  substantially  reduced.  The  sh^e  of  manual  labor  must 
be  lowered  by  more  than  one-half  and  more  than  20  million  people  must  be  freed 
from  unskilled  work.  This  will  constitute  a  mjor  step  toward  turning  labor 
into  a  prime  vital  need. 

The  formulation  of  cultural  problems  at  the  27th  Party  Congr^s  was  noted  by 
its  innovative  approach.  By  the  very  logic  of  history,  socialist  literatipo 
and  art  become  the  spiritual  bulwark  in  the  struggle  for  the  cortprehensive 
developsonent  of  the  person.  They  inherit  and  develop  on  new  socialist  grounds 
the  best  humanistic  traditions  of  world  culture. 

The  min  task  of  CPSU  cultural  policy  is  to  provide  the  greatest  possible 
opportunity  for  the  people  to  manifest  their  capabilities  and  to  enrich  their 
spiritual  life.  Today's  conditions  raise  strict^  rec^irements  concerning 
educational  and  professional  training.  Essentially  it  is  a^  question  of 
developing  a  unified  continuing  education  system.  This  precisely  is  the 
direc±ion  in  vhich  the  reform  of  general  education  and  vocational  schools  is 
develcping.  One  of  its  objectives  is  to  ensure  the  more  profound  study  of  the 
scientific  foundations  of  conterrpDrary  production  and  the  mstery  of  ccmputer 
knowledge  by  the  students.  The  task  of  the  reorganization  of  higher  and 
secondary  specialized  training  pursues  the  same  objectives. 

We  irajst  create  the  type  of  socioeconomic,  moral  and  psychological  conditions 
vhich  woxild  maximlly  contribute  to  the  actixalization  of  all  hum^ 
capabilities  and  talents.  In  the  words  of  Marx  and  Engels,  "anyone  within 
vhom  there  is  a  Raphael  must  have  the  opportimity  to  develop  without 
hindrance."  Culture  in  the  broadest  possible  meaning  of  the  term  becomes  the 
most  necessary  ccarponent  in  the  process  of  the  accelerated  development  of 
society,  a  type  of  catalyst  for  profound  psychological  restructuring.  Ite 
role  increases  in  shaping  and  perfecti^  the  min  productive  force  in 
society— the  working  person.  The  political  report  of  the  CPSU  Central 
Committee  to  the  27th  Party  Congress  emphasizes  the  following:  "Upgrading  the 
level  of  social  mturity  and  building  ccmraunism  means  steadily  upgrading  the 
mturity  of  the  mind  and  enriching  the  spiritual  world  of  man." 

Development  for  the  sake  of  man  and  with  the  help  of  man  is  precisely  the  way 
the  question  stands  in  the  acceleration  concept.  The  effective  enactment  of 
the  human  factor  means,  above  all,  to  understand  the  person,  to  enter  into  the 
world  of  his  interests,  needs  and  ejpectations  and  to  understand  his 
motivations:  in  a  word,  to  see  his  personality.  In  this  area,  however,  a 
great  remins  unknown,  for  vhich  reason  we  must  more  broadly  develop  the 
ccstprehensive  scientific  study  of  the  perscai  in  the  great  variety  of  his 
social  relations. 

The  significance  of  the  person,  of  the  human  factor,  in  the  system  of  social, 
economic,  production,  scientific  and  technical,  organizational-managerial  and 
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other  relations  and  in  the  developonent  of  culture,  moral  relations  amono 
people,  the  family  and  the  way  of  life  will  steadily  increase  with  the  advance 
of  socialism.  Our  class  enemies  are  doing  everything  possible  to  deny  this, 
claiming  that  socialism  is  allegedly  "indifferent”  to  the  individual,  pitting 
this  against  capitalism  with... "a  human  face."  Both  are  clear  lies  dressed  in 
new  clothes  by  the  contemporary  servants  of  imperialism,  including  seme 
"scientists"  t^o  are  distinguished,  as  Marx  said  in  his  time,  by  the  "baseness 
of  their  thinking."  In  a  socialist  society  the  person  is  confident  in  the 
fac!t  that  society  is  profoundly  interested  in  the  development  of  his  forces 
^  capabilities.  This  was  emphatically  and  stroi^ly  stated  at  the  congress; 
•We  must  cotiprdiensively  encourage  creative  and  independently  acting  pecple 
vho  have  their  own  views  and  vho  daringly  assume  ^eat  responsibilities.'* 

The  idea  clearly  expressed  in  the  reports  submitted  to  the  congress  and  the 
addresses  of  delegates— workers^  kblWioz  meitibers,  engineers,  parte  and 
economic  managers,  scienti^  and  men  of  culture— ^was  that  we  shall  live 
according  to  vhat  we  accamplish.  Etersonal  well-being  must  be  directly  related 
^  cx3ndition  of  the  social  wealth  and  the  labor  contribution  of  the 

individual  worl^r  to  multiplying  the  national  well-being,  for  Social 
cbnsunption  funds  are  not  the  result  of  philanthropy.  To  est^li^  a  truly 
unbreakable  tie  between  vhat  is  "mine"  and  \diat  is  "ours"  means  to  resolve 
most  sbeial  problems.  It  would  be  naive  to  imagine,  it  was  noted  at  the 
congr^s,  that  a  proprietary  feeling  can  be  developed  through  speeches.  A 
proprietary^  attitude  is  shaped  above  all  by  the  actual  circumstances  in  vhich 
m^  finds  himself  aM  his  possibility  of  influencing  production  organization, 
distribution  and  utilization  of  labor  results. 

^e  country's  accelerated  socioeconomic  development  and  liie  mobilization  of 
tee  creative  potential  of  tee  entire  people  are  inconceivable  without  further 
ntprovements  in  tee  societal  political  system.  "Democracy  means  tee  type  of 
healthy  and  clear  air  vhich  is  tee  only  one  in  vhich  tee  socialist  grmjgi  boc^ 
can  live  a  rich  life, "  tee  dStJ  Central  Committee  political  report  to  the  27te 
Congre^  emphasized.  "That  is  vhy  vhen  we  say  that  tee  powerful  potential  of 
soci^ism  IS  still  not  fully  utilized  in  our  OoUntry,  we  mean  that  tee 
development  of  society  is  inconceivable  and  impossible  without  tee 
further  development  Of  socialist  democracy,  in  all  its  aspects  and 
manifestations." 


Ite  socialist  political  system,  vhich  includes  public  organizations  and  state 
bodies,  must  be  directed  toward  the  develcpment  of  self— management  principles 
on  tee  basis  of  tee  active  participaticai  of  tee  toiling 
teat  It  can  function  efficiently*  The  Communist  Party  vhich,  fulfilling  a 
leadii^  role  in  socie'^,  is  also  tee  highest  form  of  socicpolitical  self- 
managmg  organization,  is  the  leading  force  and  tee  principal  guarantor  in  tee 
development  of  socialist  self-management.  Having  covered  a  distance 
^paralleled  in  terms  of  d^rth  ahd  power  of  influence  on  social  development, 
tee  CPSU  has  become  the  party  of  tee  entire  people  vhile  reitaining,  in  r<armg 
oi  its  class  nature  and  ideOlo^,  tee  party  of  the  working  class. 

In  his  article  "Will  tee  Bolshevite  Retain  State  Power?,"  vhich  was  written  on 
tee  eve  of  tee  Great  October  Revolution,  Lenin  expressed  the  firm  conviction 
that  the  240,000  members  of  tee  Bolshevik  Party  will  successfully  cope  with 
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management  tasks.  Today  the  CESU  numbers  more  tiian  19  million  members.  Today 
as  well,  however,  in  managing  all  social  affairs,  it  makes  full  use  of  this 
"wonderful  means"  vSiich  Lenin  described  slightly  more  than  70  years  ago  and 
vtoLch,  in  his  words,  can  "immediately,  in  one  fell  swoop,  incarease  our  state 
apparatus  tenfold."  This  applies  to  attracting  the  working  people  in  the 
daily  management  of  the  state. 

Ihe  logic  of  deVelcpfnent  of  socialist  democracy  confirms  the  urgent  need  to 
utilize  the  richest  possible  opportunities  of  the  gwerraiiental  representative 
administrative  bodies--the  soviets  of  people's  deputies.  The  party  has  firmly 
charted  a  course  of  increasing  the  autoncaty  and  activeness  of  the  local  power 
bodies  and  i^pgrading  the  control  exercised  by  the  working  pec^le  over  the 
activities  of  state  management  bodies.  "Self-management  principles,"  the  CPSU 
central  Committee  political  report  to  the  congress  noted,  "are  developed  not 
from  the  outside  but  within  our  statdiood,  penetrating  ever  more  de^ly  into 
all  pores  of  state  and  social  life,  enriching  the  content  of  democratic 
centralism  and  straigthening  its  socialist  nature." 

The  activities  of  the  trade  unions,  the  Komsomol  and  the  various  voluntary 
associations  of  toe  working  people  are  an  inseparable  part  of  the  people's 
self-management  System.  Their  functions  and  ri^ts  will  be  ej^janded  further 
substantially.  in  particular,  toe  range  of  problems  vMch  can  be  resolved  by 
toe  state  bodies  only  with  toe  participation  or  preliminary  agreement  of  toe 
respective  trade  union,  Komsomol  or  women's  organizations  will  be  expanded? 
these  organizations  will  be  given  toe  right  to  annul  manag^ial  decisions  in  a 
nuitiber  of  Cases.  However,  in  order  for  toe  social  organizations  to  be  able 
successfully  to  carry  out  their  assignments,  as  was  emphasized  at  toe 
congress,  we  must  immediately  eliminate  toe  noted  tendency  to  act  above  all 
thrnngh  toe  forces  of  toe  machinery,  bxireaucratically,  without  relying  on  toe 
masses?  fuller  use  must  be  made  of  toe  cpportoniti^  offered  by  direct 
democracy,  such  as  elections,  nationwide  discussions,  regular  reports 
submitted  by  representative  bodies  and  publicity. 

Uie  main  cell  in  toe  socialist  society,  vMch  must  steadily  enhance  toe  labor 
and  sociopolitical  activehess  of  toe  masses,  is  the  labor  collective  of  toe 
enterprise,  establishment  and  organization.  It  has  broad  ri^ts,  codified  and 
ratified  by  toe  USSR  law  on  Labor  Collectives.  Ohis  law  must  become  toe  most 
important  tool  in  toe  development  of  Soviet  democracy  and  toe  socialist  s^f- 
management  by  toe  people,  and  toe  party  is  contemplating  a  nuitiber  of  specific 
steps  aimed  at  radically  perfecting  toe  mechanism  of  its  iitplementation. 

In  speaking  of  toe  real ,  toe  practical  participation  of  increasing  masses  of 
working  people  in  toe  formulation,  discussion,  adoption  and  imploiientation  of 
socially  significant  decisions,  we  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  ensuring  toe 
necessary  prerequisites  to  this  effect  also  means  molding,  developm^  the  very 
eviration  for  such  participation,  toich  cannot  appear  outside  active  social 
efforts.  We  must  systematically  develop  conditions  for  shaping  flings  of 
involvement  on  the  part  of  everyone  with  mutual  affairs  and  society  as  ^a 
vtiole,  surmounting  toe  social  "sluggishness"  of  some  individuals,  and  their 
inertia,  indifference  and  even  a  certain  alienation.  The  27to  CPSU  Congress 
most  emphatically  empheisized  toe  significance  of  these  problems  in  toe 
communist  i:pbringing  of  toe  working  people,  in  toe  acceleration  of 
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^ic3^n^c  and  spiritual  progress  in  our  covmtiy  and  in  social  and 

^  The  struggle  against  anything  vMch  hinders  the 
manifestation  of  the  social  and  labor  activeness  of  one  and  all,  vhich  was 
evel^ed  ^  -^e  post-i^ril  period,  the  development  of  creative  initiative, 
tte  ability  to  think  and  act  in  a  new  fashion,  eliminating  obsolete 
st^eotyp^  and  rejecting  from  our  life  bureaucratic  respect  for  officialdom 
and  se^ili-^,  flattery  and  toadiness,  promoting  a  true  socialist  "scale  of 
,  and  rating  toe  individual  accoirding  to  his  work  and  capabilities. 

Skill,  talent  and  individual  contribution  to  national  projects,  are  of 
major  significance. 


Ihe^  ^lution  of  strategic  and  basic  tasks  and  toe  further  progress  of  Soviet 

^  perfecting  socialism  are  organically  related  by  toe 
CPSU—toe  p^  of  true  internationalists— to  strengthening  peace  and 
preventing  thermonuclear  catastrophe  and  to  toe  successes  achieved  by  toe 
glctol  revolutionary  process.  ihe  new  draft  of  toe  CESU  program  describes 
world  socialism  ^  a  young  world  aimed  at  toe  future.  ihis  definition 
^compasses  toe  main  tr^  of  toe  contemporary  world:  today  social  progress 
IS  ii^^apble  from  socialism  and  its  establishment,  advancement  and  progress 
tofc^  toe  communist  future.  The  main  task  in  toe  development  of  toe  new 
system,  etrphasized  in  toe  CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report,  has  been 
achieved:  soci^ism  has  proved  its  possibility  of  resolving  social  problems 

^  basis— collectivism.  It  is  demonstrating  this  real 

^ich  IS  open  to  all  mankind,  through  toe  building  of  a  new, 
urparall^ed  type  of  international  relations.  Such  relations  are  embodied 
mc^  fully  ^  toe  socialist  ccraraunity.  The  ruling  communist  and  worker 
p^i^  are  toe  motive  force  of  toe  ocraprtoensive  development  of  toe  members 
of  toe  comi^ty.  Their  political  cooperation  is  steadily  growing  and 
advancing,  and  its  methods  and  forms  are  being  updated. 

^  contradictions  in  the  contetiporary  world,  as 
provided  ^  toe  Congress'  documents,  convincingly  proves  that  toe  fate  of  toe 
wrld  and  social  progress  today  are  linked  more  closely  than  ever  before  to 
toe  dynaM  of  toe  economic  and  political  development  of  toe  world  socialist 
system.  The  energizing  of  toe  interaction  manifested  not  simply  with  toe 

multiplication  of  our  potential  and  toe  effect  of  expanded 
r^ro^^ion,  if  one  may  use  this  term,  of  toe  foundations  toich  are  specific 
and  ihhe^t  ^  toe  new  social  system,  is  vitally  important  in  toe 
a^eration  of  ^  progress.  On  toe  basis  of  such  foundations,  toe 
development  of  global  socialism  on  toe  eve  of  toe  21st  Century  will 
increasingly  reveal  toe  wealth  and  variety  of  its  advantages. 

Congress  noted  many  new  features  of  economic  cooperation  among 
fraternal  countries,  mainly  that  in  toe  past  25  years  a  transition, 
legitimately  prepared  by  ^1  preceeding  developments,  has  taken  place  in  toe 
^lem^tation  of  the  historical  trend  of  intematicnalizaticai  of  econonic 
^fe  lead^  to  its  higher  contemporary  form— socialist  economic  integration. 
The  adcption  of  the  conprtoensive  CEm  program  for  scientific  and  technical 
until  toe  year  2000  was  a  new  major  step  in  this  direction.  The 
congress'  documents  emphasize  toe  need  for  toe  further  intensification  of 
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integration  as  the  material  base  for  the  unification  of  socialist  coimtries.  ^ 
Ihe  inperative  of  contenporary  party  policy- — acceleratir^  socioeOTnomic 
development  and  reaching  a  qualitatively  new  status  by  our  society,  in  the 
econcsry  above  all — encovirages  us  to  study  even  more  closely  and  profoundly  the 
valuable  features  in  the  ejperience  of  the  fraternal  coimteies.  In  the  cou^e 
of  building  a  Dsa  society  they  have  acquired  significant  and  extensive 
original  esperience  in  planning  and  management,  cadre  policy,  perfecting 
democracy  and  establishing  a  socialist  way  of  life  as  vhole.  Collective 
ejperience  must  be  looked  ipon  with  open  eyes,  seeing  its  merits  and 
^ortcomings  and  making  maximal  use  of  one  of  the  advantages  of  socialism — its 
ability  to  learn. 

Uie  CESU  Central  Committee  political  report  to  the  congress  enphasizes,  in 
particular,  the  need  to  learn  how  to  prevent  claves  among  interests  of 
different  socialist  states,  harmonize  them  and  find  mutually  acceptable 
solutions  to  even  the  most  difficult  problems.  Miat  unites  the  socialist 
countries  is  the  main  feature  and  is  immeasurably  greater  tl^  whatever  coi^d 
divide  them.  Therefore,  the  report  states,  we  try  to  see  above  all  that  vhich 
unites  the  socialist  world.  From  this  vievpoint  as  well  we  must  closely  look 
at  relations  within  the  socialist  world  as  a  viiole,  wiliiout  ^ecting  any 
barriers  separating  our  cammuniiy  from  the  other  socialist  countries. 

The  young  socialist  world  is  opposed  by  the  still  strong  and  dangerous 
exploiting  capitalist  world  vfliich,  however,  has  already  past  the  apogee  of  its 
development.  This  is  related  to  a  group  of  contradictions  vMdh  are  the  most 
important  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  destinies  of  mankind:  relations  between 
governments  in  the  two  systems  and  contradictions  vdiich  largely  determine  the 
(^namics  of  our  time  and  social  change  in  this  and  the  next  century. 

The  two  socioeconomic  systems  in  the  contemporary  world  are  substantially 
different  from  eadi  other  in  terms  of  their  readiness  and  ability  to  interpret 
arising  problems,  suggest  means  to  resolve  them  and  pursue  a  corresponding 
policy.  Whatever  crucial  problem  may  affect  roarJdnd  today,  two  approaches, 
•two  lines  of  political  behavior  may  be  noted. 

Ihe  CESU  and  the  other  fraternal  parties  see  the  nature  _  of  contenporary 
capitalism  in  its  entire  clarity,  without  any  shade  of  illusion,  the  nature  of 
a  society  with  vhich  we  must  coexist  and  seek  ways  of  cooperation  and 
reciprocal  understanding.  Today,  in  the  age  of  electronics  and  informatics, 
computers  and  robots,  the  capitalist  world  is  quite  different  from  the 
capitcilism  of  the  turn  and  even  the  middle  of  the  century.  What  remains 
unchanged,  however,  are  its  esploiting  nature,  the  antagonistic  nature  of  its 
internal  contradictions.  The  conflict  between  gigantically  increased 
production  forces  and  capitalist  production  relations  and  between  labor  and 
capital  is  becoming  increasingly  sharper  and  deeper  and  its  manifestations 
increasingly  varied  and  broad. 

The  noticeable  worsening  of  capitalist  reproduction  conditions,  manifested  in 
the  growing  variety  of  crises  and  leading  to  the  aggravation  of  international 
rivalry,  is  giving  new  impetus  to  outbreaks  of  imperialist  contradictions 
vhich  spread  in  width  and  depth  within  the  capitalist  system.  Their  motive 
force  is  the  intensively  growing  inultinational  inonopoly  capital.  The  newly 
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developing  and  the^  old  external  and  internal  imperialist  cxDntradictibns 
determim  the  (^mamics  of  reciprocal  relations  among  its  three  main  centers: 

Stetes,  western  Europe  and  Japan,  creating  new  economic  and 
political  centers  of  rivalry.  'pie  camnunists  do  not  exclude  the  possible 
grcwth  of  the  capitalist  econcity  and  its  mastery  of  new  scientific  and 
t^hruoal  achievements.  ihe  intensi:^ing  general  crisis  does  not  mean  the 
stagnation  of  capitalism.  Nevertheless,  imperialism  remains  a 
parasitical,  decaying  and  (fying  capitalism. 

As  no^  in  the  congress'  documents,  a  new,  conplex  and  flexible  set  of 
OTntradictions  has  developed  between  inperialism,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
dwelop^  countries  and  peoples,  on  the  other.  On  the  one  hand,  a  slow  and 
^fficult  yet  irreversible  process  of  essential  socioeconomic  charges  is 
tak^  place  in  the  life  of  _ the  peoples  accounting  for  the  majority  of 
mankind,  a  prxx:ess  of  st^cfy  increase  in  the  role  and  authority  of  countries 
in  ^la,  Africa  a^  latin  America  in  world  politics.  On  the  other,  the 
merciless  e^qploitation  and  plunder  of  the  developing  countries  remain  to  a 
considerable  degree  the  prerequisite  for  the  existence  of  the  iitperialist 
si^tem,  ^  an  important  source  of  financing  its  militaristic  preparations  and  a 
factor  in  social  maneuvering  and  the  bribing  some  toiling  strata. 


Ihe  last  decades  of  the  20th  Century  will  be  recorded  in  history  as  a  period 
of  growing  aggravation  bf  imiversal  and  global  problems,  based  on  an  entire 
grotp  of  contradictions  within  the  conteirporary  world  and  influencing  the 
^a^tence  of  civilization  itself.  The  profound  deeply  innovative  study  of 

increased  scale  of  human  activities,  excessive 
ov^^eni^  of  natural  systems  as  a  result  of  "polluting"  traditional 
producticm  technologies  and  subordinating  the  use  of  nature  to  the  blind  play 
of  market  foroes~is  found  in  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report  to 
the  congress  and  other  congress  documents. 


Jie  stimfy  of  the  complex  and  contradictory  world  v^ich  has  developed  in  recent 
decades  called  for  a  new  system  of  coordinates.  it  was  found  in  the 

concept  of  an  interdependent  world,  formulated  by  the  congress 
fully  in  accordance  with  the  Leninist  methodology  of  the  study  of  the 

COTtQ^rary  ^xxh.  Today,  vdien  imperialism  has  led  mankind  to  the  very 
threshold  of  self-destruction  as  a  result  of  accelerated  race  of  annihilating 
annan^ts,  ^  v4ien  a  mortally  dangerous  gap  has  developed  between  the 

r^iti^  of  the  nuclear  age  and  the  understanding  of  the  iirgent  problems 
vhi^  face  the  world,  an  efficient  approach  to  the  solution  of  the  basic 
prcpl^^  of_  the  existence  and  development  of  civilization  is  possible  only 
frm  this  viewpoint.  in  our  time  the  power  of  interdependence  and  degree  of 
niterweaving  of  the  tasks  of  social  progress  and  defense  of  peace  has 

incareased  even  further;  the  dialectics  of  class  and  human  interests  arri 
obg^iv^  has  become  more  ccrnpl^.  "The  real  dialectics  of  contenporary 
global  ^  ^velopnents  is  found  in  combining  conpetition  and  historical 
coitf rontation  between  the  two  systems  with  the  growing  trend  of 

^terd^iendence  among  countries  in  the  global  corarnunlty, ''  the  resolution  of 
the  27to  CPSU  Congress  on  the  CPSU  Committee  political  report  reads.  "A 
TOntr^^ry  yet  interd^endent  and  largely  integral  world  is  developing 
throu^  the  struggle  of  cpposites."  That  is  precisely  v^y  the  communists,  vho 
have  always  been  the  most  consistent  fighters  against  social  and  national 
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oppression,  are  txxiay  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  struggle  for  safeguarding 
peace  and  saving  billions  of  pecple  on  earth  from  destruction. 

"The  pecples  on  earth  cannot  and  will  not  accept  'no'  as  an  answer  to  the 
(^estion  of  will  mankind  survive?  Ohe  congress  of  Soviet  communists 
emphasized  decisively  and  firmly  that  social  progress,  the  probesses  of  social 
arxi  national  liberation  of  the  peoples  and  the  existence  of  human  civilization 
will  continue.  This  CPSU  conclusion  is  based  not  only  on  the  feeling  of 
historical  optimism  and  faith  in  the  intelligence  and  commoh  sense  of  the 
people  alone.  It  is  based  on  the  scientifically  tested  knbwledge  of  the 
realities  of  our  age  with  its  contradictions,  trends,  laws  and  dialectics." 

"Class  antagonisms  and  the  intensification  of  social  and  national  oppression 
in  the  monopoly  stage  of  capitalist  development  have  brought  to  life  powerful 
forces  oj^xjsing  imperialism,  such  as  world  socialism,  the  international  worker 
and  comraunist  movements  and  the  forces  of  national  liberation.  The  increased 
antagonism  between  the  monopolies  and  the  overvAielming  majority  of  the 
population  in  the  capitalist  countries  and  the  increased  danger  of  a  global 
thp^rmonncl  ear  war  have  led  in  recent  decades  and  years  to  the  appearance  of 
yet  another  powerful  force  of  social  development  vhich  c^  efficiently 
participate  in  countering  the  thireat  of  mankind's  self-destruction:  the  new 
TTwgR  democratic  movements.  The  millions  of  people  rallied  within  them,  people 
of  most  different  political  persuations,  formulate  in  the  nonsocialist  world 
the  demand  of  putting  an  end  to  the  militarization  of  social  life,  the 
irrperialist  policy  of  aggression  and  war,  the  arms  race  and  the  predatory 
attitude  of  monopoly  capital  toward  the  environment  and  natural  resoxrrces. 
The  strengthening  of  the  anti-imperialist  potential  enabled  the  congress 
confidently  to  conclude  that  "the  forces  of  peace  and  progress  throughout  the 
world  will  be  able  to  neutralize  the  threat  camming  from  imperialism  and  to 
stop  the  world's  drift  toward  the  brink  of  the  nuclear  precipice...." 

The  very  presence  of  154  delegations  of  ccmmunists,  worker  and  revolutionary- 
democratic  socialist,  social  democratic,  labor  and  other  parties  and 
representatives  of  mass  international  democratic  organizations  from  113 
countries  from  all  over  the  world  and  the  intensive  ej«±iange  of  views, 
assessments  and  ideas  contained  in  the  speeches  of  the  guests  of  the  congress 
and  their  meetings  with  the  Soviet  public  convincingly  proved  the  existence  of 
a  reliable  platform  for  joint  actions  by  all  revolutionary,  progressive  and 
peace-loving  forces  of  our  time  for  the  sake  of  preventing  war  and  creating 
conditions  for  a  peaceful  life  for  all  ^cples  on  earth  and  for  their 
legitimate  advance  toward  the  hei^its  of  socieil  progress. 

The  historical  merit  of  the  27th  Congress  is  that  it  gave  a  powerful  impetus 
to  strengthening  a  new  political  thinking  in  the  world,  ccxtibining  the 
philoscphy  of  survival  with  decisive  and  constructive  actions.  The  realities 
of  the  nuclear  age  force  us  to  revise  the  very  concept  of  international 
policy.  In  the  nuclear  age  to  think  in  terms  of  categories  of  military  power 
means  to  lead  mankind  to  suicide.  In  our  time  securitycan  not  be  merely 
national  but  mandatorily  global,  universal.  In  this  connection,  the 
conclusion  drawn  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  to  the  effect  that  objective 
ccmiditions  have  appeared  in  the  world  in  vftiich  the  ocxifrontaticai  between 
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c^italism  and  socialism  can  proceed  exclusively  as  peaceful  ccmpetition  and 
peaceful  rivalry,  assumes  utmost  significance. 

Uie  strategic  resolutions  of  the  27th  Leninist  Party  Congress  triggered  a 
brmd  international  response  and  had  a  tremendous  inopact  on  global  pii-ti  ir- 
(pinion.  ^  In  itself,  this  became  a  beneficial  psychological  factor  in 
international  life.  The  mass  information  media  in  the  fraternal  socialist 
countries  reflect  the  M0i  assessment  of  the  eviration  for  r^ewal  and  a 
powerful  influx  of  optimism  and  enthusiasm  vhich  marked  the  work  of  this  lofty 
Soviet  communist  forum.  Our  frie^  particularly  note  the  atmosphere  of 
d^mg,  real  ism,  openness  and  principle-minded  criticism  chciracterizing  CPSU 
life  today.  Ihe  more  mature  and  strong  socialism  becomes,  they  say,  the  more 
sharply  it  apprmches  shortcomings  and  decisively  rejects  anything  obsolete 
anything  vhich  will  stand  in  our  way  in  the  21th  Century.  ' 

The  bourgeois  press  did  everything  possible  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  world 
public  away  from  the  proceedings  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress,  to  weaken  its 
impart^  on  the  minds  of  millions  of  people  on  earth  and  to  belittle  the 
sigmficance  of  its  resolutions.  However,  it  too  was  forced  to  acknowledge 
their  epochal  nature.  We  have  frequently  seen  that  the  truth  about  our 
country  can  always  make  its  way  through  all  chstructions  of  bourgeois 
disinfooiation.  Hcwever,  we  must  know  how  to  defend  this  truth.  We  must  most 
^ergetically  act  so  that,  with  the  help  of  the  mass  information  media,  we  may 
bru^  to  the  people  in  the  West,  poisoned  hy  the  toxin  of  bourgeois  lies  about 
socialism,  socialism's  domestic  and  foreign  policy. 

IV 

novelty  of  forthcoming  projects,  the  CPSU  central  Committee 
political  report  to  the  congress  noted,  formulate  exceptionally  strict 
requirements  concern^  the  nature  of  the  political,  ideological  and 
organizational  activities  of  the  Communist  Party.  Heading  and  guiding  the 
cxmop^ensive,  exceptionally  varied  and  extremely  complex  and  exceptionally 
maportant  work,  in  terms  of  significance  and  consequences,  work  related  to  the 
r^rganization,  tite  qualitative  renovation  of  all  aspects  of  our  life,  as  a 
living  and  steadily  develcping  political  organism,  the  party  is  radically 
r^tructoing  and  q^tematically  perfecting  today  the  forms  and  methods  of  its 
toeoretical  and  practical  activities.  Ihe  meaning  of  this  reorganization  is 
toat  each  party  organization,  from  republic  to  primary,  must  actively  struggle 
for  the  implementation  of  the  line  adopted  at  the  J^ril  1985  CPSU  Central 
Committee  Plenum,  the  line  of  the  historical  27th  Party  Congress,  and  live  in 
an  atmosphere  of  search  and  renovation  of  work  forms  and  methods.  In  the 

is  a  question  of  having  the  party,  all  organizations, 
ccmnittees  and  party  members  without  exception,  master  during  the  new 
historical  stage  the  great  traditions  of  bolshevism  and  the  work  style  vhich 
will  most  consistently  meet  the  demands  of  the  time  and  v4iich  could  be 
described  as  Leninist  with  total  justification. 

loyally  to  lenin's  cause,  as  was  etrphasized  at  the  congress,  means  for  our 
party  to  live  with  the  interests  of  the  people,  to  consult  with  the  people 
steadily  a^  always  to  act  in  the  midst  of  the  masses.  Only  thus  will  it  be 
able  sensitively  to  sense  the  dynamics  of  the  time,  clearly  to  hear  the  pulse 
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beat  of  life  and  fulfill  its  vanguard  leading  role  in  society.  loyalty  to 
Lenin's  cause  means  that  the  party  itaist  be  absolutely  truthful,  free  from  the 
ccffloplex  of  "infallibility,"  be  able  critically  to  assess  accoitplishments,  draw 
imcompromising  lessons  from  its  blunders  and  errors  to  the  fullest  extent, 
have  a  clear  vision  of  immediate  and  more  distant  prospects,  corrprdiensively 
to  support  the  ^irit  of  innovation  within  its  ranks  and  tirelessly  to  fight 
against  sluggishness,  routine  and  stagnation. 

TO  follow  creatively  the  bloshevik  traditions  and  to  be  guided  by  the  Leninist 
work  style  under  contenoporary  conditions  means  to  promote  on  all  levels  and  in 
all  party  organization  units,  more  systematically  than  in  the  past,  the 
principle  of  collectivity,  to  upgrade  the  role  of  plenary  meetings  and  buros 
as  collective  party  management  bodies,  and  firmly  to  struggle  against  efforts 
to  replace  the  joint  formulation  of  decisions  with  personal  orders.  "Command 
syndrome,"  bureaucratic  management,  arbitrariness,  scorning  other  opinions, 
lack  of  principles,  hypocrisy  and  all  manifestations  of  bureaucratism  and 
communist  boastfulness  are  irreconcilably  alien  to  the  Leninist  style.  This 
was  loudly,  clearly  and  unequivocally  proclaimed  at  the  congress. 

Today  mastering  the  Leninist  work  style  raises  more  sharply  than  in  the  past 
for  all  party  metribers  and  party  organizations  and  committees  the  question  of 
the  conprdiensive  development  of  criticism  and  self-criticism.  "We  know  from 
the  recent  past,"  M.S.  Gorbachev  said  at  the  congress,  "that  vherever 
criticism  and  self-criticism  are  suppressed,  and  vherever  the  party  analysis 
of  the  actual  circumstances  is  replaced  by  discussion  about  successes,  all 
party  activities  became  deformed.  An  atmosphere  of  tolerance,  permissiveness 
and  inpunity  is  created,  leading  to  most  serious  consequences."  The  standard 
of  criticism  must  be  developed.  One  of  the  most  efficient  instruments  for 
such  development  is  the  consistent  and  principle-minded  support  of  critical 
remarks  and  the  strict  and  unconditional  penalizing  of  anyone  guilty  of 
suppressing  criticism  or  persecuting  for  its  use.  The  level  of  its 
development  and  attitude  toward  it  must  became  one  of  the  most  important 
indicators  of  the  political  standards  and  maturity  of  the  party  organization, 
its  leaders  and  its  ordinary  members. 

Under  contetporary  conditions  the  Leninist  work  style  and  the  growth  of  the 
party's  creative  potential  are  related  to  upgrading  the  initiative  and 
responsibility  of  cadres  and  waging  a  tireless  struggle  for  maintaining  the 
pure  and  honest  image  of  the  party  member.  It  is  of  essential  iiportance  for 
discussions  on  the  responsibility  and  moral  aspect  of  the  party  members  not  to 
remain  a  mere  phrase  with  the  help  of  vhich  one  could  quite  easily  develop  an 
impression  of  sharpness  and  practicality,  but  to  be  energetically  lifted  to 
the  level  of  practical  accomplishments. 

The  level  of  the  ethical  and  moral  demands  made  on  the  communists  and  the 
party  organizations  and  managers  of  party  committees  on  all  levels  was  the 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  and  its  reports  and 
addresses.  The  beneficial  iiportance  of  this  circumstance  cannot  be 
overestimated.  The  increased  political,  practical  and  moral  reputation  of  its 
party  organization  and  party  committee  will  tremendously  contribute  to 
upgrading  the  prestige  of  the  party  in  society  and  to  str^igthening  in  fact 
the  vanguard  role  of  individual  communists  and  the  party  as  a  \ihole. 
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■nie  real  and  tangible  bicarease  of  this  role  largely  depends  on  the  further 
mprovement  of  the  admittance  of  new  members  into  the  party.  The  congress 
condemned  the  unsuitable  practice  of  some  organizations  of  accelerating  the 
numerical  growth  of  party  ranks  to  the  detriment  of  their  quality  and  lowered 
exigency  toward  new  members.  The  CESU  is  a  ruling  party.  That  is  ^y  it  must 
be  tirelessly  concerned  with  maintaining  the  purity  of  its  ranks  and  be 
reliably  protected  from  unsuitable  pecple,  from  those  v^o  join  the  party 
motivated  by  careerist  or  other  selfi^  considerations.  It  must  decisively 
get  rid  of  elements  alien  to  it,  of  people  viio  are  dishonest  and  unworthy  of 
the  hi^  title  of  coraraunist. 

Where  does  the  party  find  the  lever  viiich  will  enable  it  to  sharply  turn  the 
minds  and  feelings  of  the  people  to  the  topical  assignments  of  today?  This 
fulcrum  is  found  in  ^e  primary  organizations,  ^ioh  are  its  main  potential 
■^e  political  nuclei  of  the  labor  collectives.  Granted  extensive  rights 
including  the  ri^t  to  control  administrative  activities,  and  having  at  their 
<^^sal  a  vast  choice  of  means  of  ideological-political  and  organizational 
influence  on  labor  and  production  activities  of  collectives  and  their  social 
life,  the  primary  party  organizations  must  assume  full  responsibility  for  the 
systematic  urplementation  of  the  decisions  passed  at  the  congress  and  for 
ntproving  all  aspects  of  Soviet  social  life.  It  is  precisely  they  vho  must 
pioneer  the  struggle  for  the  structural  reorganization  of  the  national 
economy,  the  n^  technical  reconstruction  of  the  production  process,  the 
radicial  iK3demization  ^of  the  economic  mechanism,  the  comprehensive 
strengthening  of  the  alliance  between  science  and  labor  and  the  acoeleration 
and  intensification  of  econctnic,  social  and  spiritual  life. 

It  is  important  to  strengthen  the  party's  influence  on  the  entire  course  of 
sc^tific  and  technical  progress,  and  the  party  stratum  in  its  decisive 
sectors  and  pay  greater  attention  to  work  in  collectives  of  scientific 
research  and  d^ign  organizations,  technical  services  and  scientific  and 
technical  societi^.  D^egates  to  the  congress  spoke  of  the  major  role  of  the 
party  committees  in  ministries,  vhich  must  act  as  representatives  of  the  party 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  various  economic  sectors.  The  congress' 
resolutions  itiake  it  iroumibent  ipon  ministry  party  committees  drastically  to 
vpgrade  their  activeness  and  enhanco  responsibility  and  order  in  their 
collectives  and  uncSertake  specifically,  on  the  basis  of  party  and  national 
P°®itions,  to  resolve  the  major  problems  vhich  determine  the  acxolerated 
socioeconomic  development  of  our  country. 

Unfortunately,  as  was  noted  at  the  congress,  mastering  the  Leninist  work  style 
IS  not  proceeding  as  rapidly  and  successfully  as  one  would  wish,  as  is 
demanded  by  the  CPSU^ Central  Committee.  Not  by  everyone  and  everyvhere  has 
the  need  for  reorganization  been  realized.  Many  organizations  are  slow  in 
surmounting  inertia,  formalism  and  routine  in  their  work.  The  congress  hwHo 
It  incumbent  on  the  central  committees  of  union  republics,  kraykcms,  obkoms, 
okruzhkcms,  gorkoms  and  raykoms  to  eliminate  more  decisively  sluggishness 
ranservatism  in  ary  of  thedx  manifestations,  and  the  urge  toward  embelli^ing 
.  ,  state  of  affairs;  ^  to  persistently  overcome  the  obsolete 

inclination  toward  overorganization,  bureaucractic  fussing  and  paper  shuffling. 
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’"The  party,”  the  CESU  Central  Ccaranittee  political  report  to  the  congress 
errphasized,  "must  declare  a  decisive  and  merciless  war  on  bureaucratism. 
Vladimir  Ilich  Lenin  deemed  particularly  inportant  the  struggle  against  it  at 
crucial  moments,  during  times  of  transition  from  one  to  another  management 
^stem,  vhen  maxinaal  efficiency,  speed  and  energy  are  needed.  Bureaucratism 
today  is  a  major  obstacle  on  the  path  to  solving  our  main  problem: 
accelerating  the  country's  socioeconomic  development  and  the  related  radical 
reorganization  of  the  economic  management  mechanism."  Bureaucratic 
distortions,  as  practical  ejperience  indicates,  are  the  strongest  wherever 
practicality,  publicity  and  control  from  below  are  absent  and  v^ere  exigency 
for  assignments  has  been  lowered. 

We  know  that  Lenin  considered  "the  crux  of  all  work"  to  reside  in  "the 
selection  of  people  and  verification  of  execution,"  rather  than  "in 
resolutions,  in  establishments  and  in  reorganizations."  "Since  such  things 
are  necessary,  we  shall  do  them,"  Vladimir  Ilich  e>^lained,  in  presenting  in 
March  1922  the  political  report  of  the  RKP(b)  Central  Committee  to  the  11th 
Congress.  "However,  do  not  turn  with  this  to  the  pecple,  but  select  the 
necessary  people  you  need  and  verify  practical  execution.  This  the  people 
will  appreciate"  ("Poln.  Sobr.  Soch."  [Complete  Collected  Works] ,  vol  45,  pp 
16,  112-113) .  The  people  and  the  party  properly  assessed  the  steps  taken  ly 
the  Central  Committee  after  the  l^ril  1985  Plenum  on  proomoting  to  responsible 
party  and  state  positions  fresh  forces  and  rejuvenating  tried  party  cadres 
with  people  vho  understand  vhat  must  be  done  and  how  to  do  it  under  present 
conditions.  Major  improvements  in  parti  aktiv  quality  were  made  during  the 
precongress  accountability  and  election  party  campaign. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  political  realism  one  cannot  fail  to  see,  as  was  most 
clearly  and  convincingly  stated  at  the  congress,  that  the  strategy  of 
ac^leration  urgently  requires  the  further  advancement  of  cadre  policy  and  the 
reinterpretation  of  seme  of  its  aspects,  bearing  in  mind  the  lessons  of  the 
past.  These  lessons,  vhich  were  bitter  and  costly  to  the  party  and  the  entire 
society,  are  that  the  necessary  trust  in  eddres  has  nothing  in  common  with 
indiscriminate  trust  viiich  essentially  means  lack  of  control,  and  that  the 
right  words  about  a  careful  attitude  toward  cadres  mnist  not  be  used  to 
conceal,  as  was  recently  the  case,  tolerance  and  blank  forgiveness.  Cadre 
stability  ma;ist  not  turn  into  cadre  stagnation. 

Under  the  conditions  of  our  multinational  country,  to  be  loyal  to  the  Leninist 
behests  and  bol^evik  traditions  in  cadre  policy  means  to  be  tirelessly 
roncemed  with  the  growth  of  local  cadres  and  their  upbringing  in  a  spirit  of 
internationalism,  firmly  epposing  parochial  and  native-son  feelings  and  all 
manifestations  of  nepotism  and  string-pulling. 

For  aiy  party  memiber  to  be  a  communist  not  in  words  but  in  deeds  means  to  be 
always  ready  to  go  vherever  the  party  sends  him,  to  work  vhere  matters  are 
most  difficult  and  vhere  the  interests  of  the  present  demand  it.  Such  has 
been  the  case  throughcjut  our  party's  history.  The  faster  socioeconomic 
development  of  our  society  naturally  presumes  high  cadre  mchilily  at  all 
levels.  As  was  enphasized  at  the  27th  Congress,  the  party  will  continue  to 
combine  experienced  with  young  workers  in  management,  promote  women  to  leading 
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positions  more  energetically  and  tolerate  no  violations  of  the  Leninist 
principles  of  cadre  selection,  placement  and  upbringing. 

The  party's  current  ^litical  co\arse  offers  exceptionally  favorable 
opportunities  for  significantly  upgrading  the  efficiency  of  ideological  work. 
As  was^  pointed  out  at  the  congress,  major  shortcomings  exist  in  ideology: 
there  is  a  certain  alienation  between  propaganda  and  life  and  elements  of 
scholasticism  and  conterrpletativeness  are  present.  Education  throu^  words  is 
by  ^  no  means  always  related  to  education  throu^  action  and  to  the 
sociopolitical  experience  of  the  masses.  The  congress'  decisions  call  for 
surmounting  meaningless  verbosity,  formalism,  admonitions  and  carelessness 
toward  manifestations  of  hostile  ideology  and  for  the  pronpt  and  oonpr^ensive 
assertion  of  a  broad  view  on  ideological  activities  as  the  most  iirportant 
means  of  shaping  the  new  person  and  an  efficient  tool  in  energizing  the  human 
factor  in  all  sectors  of  ideological  education  and  propaganda. 

The  ^  coi^i'ess  CTpl^^ized  the  growing  role  of  mass  information  and  propaganda 
media  in  the  nrplementation  of  party  economic  strategy  and  social  policy  and 
in  molding  a  socialist  consciousness.  Under  contemporary  conditions 
television,  radio  and  the  press  are  a  powerful  instrument  for  publicity, 
public  control,  ^  dissemination  of  progressive  experience  and  involving  the 
working  people  in  social  affairs .  They  must  become  a  rostrum  for  creative 
Leninist  thinking ,  and  practice  more  extensively  the  exchange  of  vievs 
on  topical  problems  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  building  coraraunism.  The 
requirements  of  efficiency,  ccstribativeness,  honesty  and  moral  purity  apply  to 
the  mass  propaganda  and  information  media  to  the  same  extent  that  the  the 
congress  applied  them  to  the  other  party  units  and  our  entire  society. 

The  pace  of  acceleration  of  the  country's  socioeconomic  progress  will  be  the 
hi^er  and  success  in  perfecting  our  socialist  sociely  the  greater  the  more 
accurately  the  party  is  be  able  to  take  into  consideration  in  its  policy  the 
objective  laws  of  i^ial  development  and  the  more  energetically  and  profoxmdly 
can  Marxist-Ieninist  science  interpret  the  live  practices  of  millions  of 
people.  The  congress  called  for  p^istently  surmounting  manifestations  of 
stagnation  and  dogmatism,  narrow-mindedness  in  ideological  and  theoretical 
work  and  energizing  the  party's  collective  thinking  and  developing  in  rv^dT-ptc;  a 
taste  for  theory  and  the  ability  to  itoster  Leninist  methodology  in  the 
analysis  of  social  processes. 

The^  mastery  of  the  Leninist  style  of  scientific  work  presumes  theoretical 
daring,  deep  analysis,  absolute  honesty  concerning  the  facts  discovered  in  the 
course  of  the  stecfy  and  extensive  publicity  and  democratic  discussion  of  real 
processes  on  the  basis  of  vhich  policy  is  formulated.  In  the  social  sciences 
as  well,  creative  competition,  daring  search  for  the  truth  in  the  processes  of 
life  themselves  rather  than  through  scholastic  theorizing  as,  unfortunately, 
is  frequently  the  case,  are  needed.  CXn:  social  sciences  have  achieved  certain 
results  in  a  number  of  areas  in  recent  years.  Social  science  became 
particularly  energized  after  the  kpril  1985  CPSU  Central  Committee  Plenum.  As 
a  vhole,  however,  for  the  time  being  social  science,  the  science  of  economics 
in  particular,  is  b^ind  the  practical  requirements  and  tasks  formulated  by 
the  party.  That  is  vhy  a  major  leap  forward  is  necessary.  We  must  totally 
reject  the  rehashing  of  universally  known  and  long  mastered  truths  and 
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superficial  ccinrtien.ts  on  alreacfy  passed  resolutions,  petty  tcpics  and 
alienation  from  life.  A  doctrinary  arrogant  attitude  toward  the  facts  of 
realty  and  practical  experience  are  fatal  in  ary  social  science  sector.  In 
scientific  work  we  itaist  not  forget  Lenin's  cautioning  that  "prejudice  is 
farther  &om  the  truth  than  ignorance."  An  orientation  toward  qualily  and  the 
practical  efficiency  of  recoramendations  and  the  cultural  and  humanistic  value 
of  results  are  tasks  directly  stemming  from  everything  related  to  prdDlems  of 
social  theory  and  practice  and  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress. 

The  strategic  resolutions  of  the  27th  Party  Congress  irrefutably  prove  the 
unfading  power,  vitality  and  efficiency  of  creative  Iferxism-Leninism. 
Revolutionary  dialectics  is  the  source  of  this  strength.  It  is  the  living 
soul  of  the  concept  of  acceleration  and  of  new  and  iitportant  scientific 
summations  and  political  conclxasions  vhich  have  enriched  the  party's 
theoretical  arsenal.  With  the  materials  of  the  i^ril  Central  Committee 
Plenum,  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  conferences  on  accelerating  scientific  and 
technical  progress  and  the  all-union  practical  science  conference  on  problems 
of  ideological  work,  the  congress'  documents  are  a  model  for  using  and 
increasing  the  transforming  power  of  Marxist-Ieninist  ideology. 

The  teemendous  ideological  and  theoretical  potential  of  the  congress' 
materials  must  and  unquestionably  will  become  an  effective  factor  in 
accelerating  the  development  of  our  society.  It  is  exceptionally  important 
for  the  congress'  new  theoretical  concepts  and  political  conclusions  not  only 
to  be  profoundly  studied  by  all  party  members  but  also  actively  applied  and 
made  a  base  for  daring  and  innovative  and  responsible  acticais  in  specific 
situations. 

The  congress  has  equipped  the  piarty  and  the  pecple  with  a  scientifically 
tested  strategy  and  a  clear  program  for  practical  action.  Party  and  society 
as  a  vhole  can  no  longer  think  and  work  as  before.  Ihe  main  task  today  is  to 
preserve  and  continue  through  our  actions  the  creative  mood  set  by  the  27th 
CESU  Congr^s.  The  theoretical  and  political  stipulaticmis  of  the  congress  are 
aimed  preci^ly  at  their  creative  acceptanoe  and  applicati<ai.  It  is  precisely 
this  that  distinguishes  true  reorganization  from  adaptation  to  it. 

The  pow^  of  Marxist-Ieninist  doctrine  and  Ctararaunist  Party  policy  lies  in  the 
combination  of  "total  scientific  sobriety  in  the  stuc^  of  the  objecrtive  state 
of  affairs,  ccsurse  of  cJevelqpment  and  roost  decisive  acknowledgment  of  the 
importance  of  revolxitionary  energy,  careativity  and  initiative  of  the 
masses...^'  (V.I.  Lenin,  op.  cit.,  vol  16,  p  23) .  The  27th  Leninist  Party 
Congress  ini^ires  and  directs  tcday  this  energy,  creativity  and  initiative  of 
the  masses  to  resolving  problems  of  exceptional  novelty  and  truly  historical 
scope.  The  congress  remains  our  highest  academy  of  theoretical  and  political 
work.  We  shall  turn  to  its  strategic  resolutions  again  and  again  in  order  to 
go  "forward  and  vpward,  ever  forward  and  ever  vpward!" 
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STE^ATEGY  OF  ACCELERATION;  THEORy  AND  IRACTICE 


TEE  MAIN  DIRECnai  OF  CPSU  ECONOMIC  POLICY 

Moscow  lOMJNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  22-32 

[Article  by  USSR  Acadeiry  of  Sciences  Corresponding  Mettiber  L.  Abalkin] 

[Text]  The  strategy  of  acceleration  fonttulated  by  the  party  provides  clear 
and  convincing  answers  to  questions  raised  by  life  and  defines  the  nature  and 
pace  of  our  progress.  It  is  only  on  the  basis  of  the  accelerated 
socioeconomic  development  of  the  country,  as  the  27th  CPSU  Congress 
Qjphasized,  that  a  qualitatively  new  condition  in  Soviet  society  can  be 
achieved,  viiich  will  identify  in  full  the  tremendous  advantages  of  socialism 
in  all  realms  of  life  and  strengthen  its  international  prestige  and  influence. 

The  solution  of  the  formulated  problems  requires,  above  all,  profound 
revolutionary  changes  in  the  development  of  production  forces  and  putting  at 
the  service  of  society  the  ine>diaustible  possibilities  of  contemporary  science 
and  technology.  The  administrative  system  and  econamic  management  methods 
must  be  seriously  reorganized  and  socialist  production  relations  must  be 
perfected  further.  All  of  this  together  is  the  content  of  today's  party 
econcmic  policy  with  its  inherent  profound  scientific  substantiation, 
comprehensive  consideration  and  realism  and  organic  combination  of  continuity 
with  a  truly  innovative  approach  to  the  solution  of  crucial  problems.  It  is  a 
manifestation  of  the  basic  interests  of  the  Soviet  people  and  all  social 
strata  and  groups  and  the  hcpes  and  ejpectations  of  every  individual. 

The  fonnulation  of  a  strategic  cxaorse  for  economic  policy  and  its  itain  trend — 
acceleration — are  inconceivable  without  basic  theoretical  summations,  a 
thorou^  consideration  of  objective  laws  and  interpretation  of  the  qualitative 
features  of  the  historical  situation.  Extreme  clarity  in  theory  is  a 
prerequisite  for  success  in  politics. 

However,  such  clarity  should  not  be  confused  with  rqpeating  already  memorized 
formulas  and  phrases.  Marxism  is  not  a  dogma  but  a  manual  for  action.  "Thig 
classic^al  concept,"  V.I.  Lenin  wrote,  "emphasizes  with  envious  power  and 
ejpressiveness  an  aspect  of  Marxism  vhich  is  frequently  ignored.  By  ignoring 
it,  ^  however,  we  make  Marxism  one-sided,  distorted  and  dead.  We  remove  its 
living  soul  and  we  undermine  its  basic  theoretical  foundation — dialectics — ^the 
theory  of  the  all-round  historical  development  full  of  contradictions;  we 
undermine  its  tie  with  the  specific  practical  assignments  of  the  age,  vhich 
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could  change  at  each  new  turn  in  history"  ("Poln.  Sobr.  Sodh.”  [Ccarplete 
Collected  Works],  vol  20.  p  84).  The  27th  CPSU  Congress  set  examples  of 
creative  enrichment  of  Marxist-Leninist  theory  ajid  the  party's  ability 
specifically  to  evaluate  new  coriditioite  aiM  needs  in  the  development  of 
socialism  and  go  beyond  the  confines  of  ordinary  but  alrea(^  obsolete 
concepts. 

I  .  ' 

Qantemporary  economic  policy  is  the  nucleus  of  the  acceleration  strategy  aimed 
at  resolving  essential  large-scale  problems.  As  the  new  draft  of  the  CPSU 
progr^  indicates,  it  calls  for  a  conversion  to  an  economy  based  on  hi^  level 
organization  and  efficiency  with  the  all-round  develcpment  of  production 
forces  and  production  relations  and  a  well  organized  economic  mechanism.  A 
new  technical  reconstruction  of  the  national  economy  is  r^cessary  and  it  must 
switch  to  the  track  of  intensive  development.  We  must  achieve  the  highest 
world  level  of  public  labor  productivity,  production  quality  and  efficiency. 
^  increase  in  labor  productivity  by  a  factor  of  2. 3-2. 5.  planned  for  the 
forthcoming  years,  is  a  major  landmark  on  the  way  to  hi^  labor  productivity. 

Profound  changes  in  the  economy — ^the  decisive  realm  of  human  activities — 
enable  us  to  enhance  the  level  of  well-being  of  the  people  to  a  qualitatively 
new  stage  and  to  carry  out  extensive  measures  aimed  at  improving  the  working 
and  living  conditions  of  Soviet  people. 

Ihe  formulation  of  these  truly  historical  tasks  is  not  the  result  of 
speculative  ivory-tower  thou^ts.  It  is  dictated  ly  the  objective  logic  of 
social  progress.  The  true  art  of  politics  is  theoretically  to  interpret  real 
changes  and,  on  this  basis,  formulate  a  specific  program  for  action. 

According  to  Marxism,  society  "sets  itself  only  problems  vhich  it  can  solve, 
for  a  close  analysis  always  proves  that  the  problem  itself  appears  only  vhen 
material  conditions  for  its  solution  are  alrea(^  extant  or  at  least  in  the  way 
of  establishment"  (K.  Marx  and  F.  Engels,  "Soch."  [Works],  vol  13,  p  7).  What 
are  the  "material  conditions"  vhich  determine  the  characteristics  and  nature 
of  the  objectives  of  the  party's  economic  policy  at  this  stage? 

First  among  them  is  the  huge  production  and  scientific  and  technical  potential 
created  throu^  the  dedicated  work  of  several  generations  of  builders  of 
socialism. 

Compared  with  the  prewar  period,  the  fixed  capital,  vhich  is  the  most 
important  rniit  in  this  potential,  has  increased  by  a  factor  of  more  than  20; 
it  is  hitler  by  a  factor  of  6.9  compared  with  1960.  In  the  past  25  years  the 
national  income  has  nearly  quadrupled;  industrial  output  quintupled  and 
agricultroral  production  increased  by  a  factor  of  1.7.  It  is  precisely  within 
that  time  segment  that  our  country  outstripped  the  Ihited  States  in  the 
production  of  a  nxmiber  of  key  types  of  industrial  comrnodities.  Whereas  in 
1960  petroleum  extraction  (including  gas  condensate)  was  42  percent  and 
nat\xral  gas  12  percent  of  the  level  of  extraction  in  the  Ifriited  States,  ty 
1985  they  accounted,  respectively,  for  136  and  116  percent.  Within  the  same 
period  the  correlation  of  indicators  increased  from  71  to  191  percent  for 
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steel  smelting,  from  43  to  158  percent  for  the  production  of  chemical 
fertilizers  and  from  81  to  170  percent  for  cement  production. 

Hie  successes  achieved  by  the  Soviet  Union  in  developing  knowledge  and 
technic^  progress  are  universally  acknowledged.  This  applies,  in  particular, 
to  achievements  in  the  study  of  space,  thermonuclear  synthesis  and  quantum 
electronics,  the  develc^jment  of  a  nuclear  power  industry  and  the  creation  of 
progressive  roaterieils  and  technological  processes. 

It  is  inportant  to  ettphasize  that  the  problem  is  not  sinply  one  of  the 
gigantic  multiplication  of  production  and  scientific  and  technical  potential. 
At  a  given  stage  its  quantitative  growth  develops  into  a  new  quality  and 
demands  the  formulation  of  new  guidelines  for  further  development.  They 
include  lifting  the  center  of  gravity  from  the  espansion  of  productive 
capital  to  its  renovation,  ,  from  the  growth  of  fuel  and  energy  resources  to 
iitproving  their  utilization,  and  from  intermediary  to  end  results  and  to  the 
accelerated  developnnent  of  science-intensive  sectors. 

Along  with  the  creation  of  a  powerful  economic  potential,  major  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  entire  structure  of  eipanded  reproduction  and  the 
conditions  of  economic  growth  themselves.  A  nurriber  of  traditional  primarily 
extensive  factors  have  now  became  exhausted.  Naturally,  the  question  of  the 
ejdiaiistion  any  growth  factor  ^ould  no  means  cilways  be  undenstood  in  the 
direct,  the  purely  physical  sense,  so  to  say.  It  is  a  question  above  all  of 
the  economic  and  social  limits  of  using  additional  resources. 

Sucii^  limits  appear  vhen  additional  incareases  in  raw  material  extraction 
requ^e  outlays  vhich  substantially  exceed  the  potential  effect  of  their 
utilization.  The  situation  with  labor  resources  is  different.  By  virtue  of 
known  demographic  reasons,  their  inflow  is  reduced  without,  however,  drying 
out.  IDuring  the  12th  S-Year  Plan  labor  resources  will  increase  fcy  3.2  million 
pecple.  However,  changes  in  the  structure  of  social  needs  will  make  it 
necessary  to  channel  almost  all  of  this  increase  into  education,  health  care 
and  other  sociocultural  sectors.  This  means  that  in  terms  of  material  output, 
the  factor  of  incareased  labor  resources  turns  out  to  be  factually  exhausted. 

Trends  and  priorities  in  party  economic  policy  are  determined  in  accordance 
with  the  new  expanded  reproduction  conditions  and  economic  and  social 
ejpedi^cy.  They  are  based  on  the  creative  formulation  of  the  theory  of 
intensive  type  of  expanded  socialist  reproduction.  In  this  case  particular 
attention  is  paid  to  changes  vhich  the  developing  scientific  and  technical 
revolution  brings  into  the  structure  of  the  reproduction  process. 

Profound  qualitative  transformations  have  taken  place  in  the  social  area.  In 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century  alone  real  per  capita  income  increased  by  a 
factor  of  2.6  and  the  population's  consunption  structure  has  changed 
essentially.  Whereas  in  1960  there  were  8  television  sets  and  4  refrigerators 
per  100  families,  there  were  respectively,  97  and  91  in  1985.  The 
iirplementation  of  a  broad  housing  construction  program  has  made  it  possible  to 
inprove  the  housing  conditions  of  most  Soviet  people.  The  conversion  to 
universal  secondary  education  of  youth  has  been  completed. 
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Even  a  short  study  of  the  new  ecxjnomic  conditions  answers  the  question  of 
despite  a  substantial  increase  in  the  scale  of  output  its  growth  rates 
substantially  slowed  down,  disproportions  worsened  and  other  major  negative 
phenomena  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  1970s  and  beginning  of  1980s.  The  main 
reason,  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report  to  the  27th  Party  Congress 
stresses,  is  that  we  failed  to  provide  a  timely  political  assessment  of  the 
changes  in  the  economic  situation.  We  failed  to  realize  the  entire  gravity 
and  urgency  of  converting  the  econory  to  intensive  developnent  methods  and 
actively  use  the  achievements  of  scientific  and  technical  progress  in  the 
natioral  econony.  A  great  deal  of  appeals  were  made  and  discussions  were  held 
on  this  subject  vhile  everything  remained  virtually  imchanged. 

By  inertia,  the  econony  continued  to  develop  on  a  primarily  extensive  basis, 
directed  toward  involving  additional  manpower  and  material  resources  in  the 
production  process.  Consequently,  the  growth  rates  of  labor  productivity  and 
some  other  efficiency  indicators  dropped  sutstantially.  Efforts  to  correct 
the  situation  throu^  new  construction  aggravated  the  balancing  problem.  A 
Portage  of  resources  developed  in  the  national  econony  de^ite  a  tremendous 
volume.  A  gap  appeared  between  social  needs  and  the  production  levels  vhich 
had  been  reached  and  between  solvent  demand  and  material  availability. 

The  primary  task  formulated  by  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
adverse  trends  and  to  accelerate  growth  rates.  Compared  with  the  11th  5-Year 
Plan,  during  vhich  social  labor  productivity  increased  16.5  percent,  during 
the  12th  5-Year  Plan  it  will  increase  by  20-23  percent.  Ihe  national  income 
used  for  consumption  and  accumulation  purposes  will  increase  by  19-22  percent, 
compared  to  17  percent  in  the  previous  5-year  period.  Despite  a  relative 
increase  in  the  accumulation  fund,  this  will  enable  us  to  ensure  the  faster 
growth  of  real  per  capita  income  (13-15  percent  versus  11) .  Economic  growth 
will  be  accelerated  further  during  the  13th  and  14th  5-Year  Periods. 

Ihe  essential  feature  of  conteaporary  econcamic  policy  is  that  it  is  oriented 
toward  achieving  high  end  results  through  the  .utilization  of  intensive  qualily 
growth  factors.  For  the  first  time  in  our  country's  history,  during  the  12th 
5-Y^  Plan~a  5  year  period  vhich  will  take  the  country  to  the  acceleration 
trajectory  ^the  entire  increase  in  the  national  income  and  output  in  industry 
and  the  other  production  sectors  will  take  place  without  increasing  the  number 
of  worki^  people.  The  main  source  of  satisfaction  of  the  additinnai  needs  of 
the^  national  economy  for  raw  materials  and  fuel  and  energy  resources  will  be 
their  conservation  rather  than  increased  extraction  and  production. 

Obvioi^ly,  such  radical  chaises  cannot  be  accomplished  with  the  available 
material  a^  technical  facilities.  That  is  vhy  the  acceleration  of  scientific 
and  technical  progress,  the  new  technical  reconstruction  of  the  national 
econony,  the  drastic  ipdating  of  the  country's  production  apparatus  and  the 
truly  revolutionary  changes  to  be  made  in  all  the  elements  of  production 
forces  are  becoming  basic  problems  of  party  economic  policy  and  have  assumed  a 
special  position  in  the  resolutions  and  documents  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress. 

The  party's  cnirrent  ecsonomic  policy  organically  combines  long-term  with 
current  and  strategic  with  tactical  tasks.  Here  it  is  important  to  have  a 
clear  view  of  the  future  and  the  levels  vhich  must  be  reached  by  the  national 
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econatrc/  without,  however,  ignoring  the  iinmediate  tasks  and  the  need  to  hainiess 
first-line  reserves.  The  efficient  coordination  of  long-,  medim-  and  short¬ 
term  objectives,  and  the  ^cillful  assignment  of  priorities  demand  a  weighed 
and  scientifically  thou^t-out  policy  and  great  political  skill.  However,  it 
is  pr^isely  such  a  coordination  that  is  one  of  the  most  iirportant 
prerequisites  for  the  successful  iitplementation  of  the  course  of  accelerating 
the  country's  socioeconomic  development. 

II 

The  party's  conteitporary  economic  policy  is  a  unified,  thorou^y  thought-out 
and  coordirated  system  of  steps.  All  of  its  trends  are  combined  within  its 
sv^reme  objective,  vhioh  was  and  remains  the  steac^  i;^surge  in  the  rngteriai 
arid  cultural  standards  of  the  people.  This  target  is  the  concentrated 
ej^ression  of  the  basic  features,  historical  advantages  and  humanistic  nature 
of  the  socialist  system.  That  is  vhy,  compared  with  the  supreme  objective  ?in 
other  tasks  of  economic  policy,  however  important  and  significant  they  may  be, 
are  means  to  that  end.  They  are  means  the  purpose  of  vhich  is  to  ensure  the 
successful  implementation  of  the  propamimatic  stipulation  of  raising  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  Soviet  people  to  a  qualitatively  new  level  and  achieving  the  type 
of  standard  and  structure  in  the  consumption  of  material,  social  and  cultural 
goods  vhich  will  be  maximally  consistent  with  the  objectives  of  shaping  a 
harmonioiasly  developed  and  spiritually  rich  individual  and  creating  the 
necessary  conditioi^  for  the  total  identification  of  the  capabilities  and 
talents  of  the  working  people  in  the  interest  of  society. 

The  unified  scientific  and  technical  policy,  extensively  described  in  the 
document  of  the  27th  Party  Congress,  plays  a  decisive  role  in  the  qualitative 
reorganization  of  production  forces  and  in  achieving  high  level  economic 
efficiency  and  people's  well-being. 

The  Basic  Directions  in  the  Economic  and  Social  Development  of  the  USSR  in 
1986-1990  and  the  Period  Until  the  Year  2000  called  for  aohieving  during  the 
12th  5-year  Plan  no  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  increased  public  labor 
productivity  through  the  utilization  of  the  achievements  of  science  and 
tecimology  and  espanding  the  use  of  progressive  basic  technologies  by  no 
than  50  to  100  percent.  The  extensive  application  of  essentially  new 
technologies  in  the  national  economy  will  enable  us  compr^ensively  to  upgrade 
labor  productivity,  enhance  the  efficient  utilization  of  resources  and  lower 
energy-  and  material  intensiveness  of  output. 

Radical  ^  improvements  in  the  technical  condition  of  output  require  the 
reoiganization  of  investment  and  structural  policy.  The  new  aspect  of 
policy^  ^  the  12'lh  5-Year  Plan  is  that  it  is  targeted  on  the  acceleration  of 
scientific  and  technical  progress  and  the  qualitative  updating  of  the  material 
base  and  structure  of  output. 

Priority  will  be  given  to  the  develcpment  of  machine  building — ^an  area  in 
vhich  the  latest  achievements  of  science  and  technology  are  materialized  and 
popularized.  In  the  next  5  years,  capital  investments  channeled  into  the 
development  of  the  machine-building  complex  will  exceed  investments  during  the 
preceding  5-year  period  by  a  factor  of  1.8. 
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Hie  overall  structure  of  capital  investments  will  show  substantial  changes  as 
well.  Their  share  channeled  into  technical  retooling  and  reconstruction  of 
existing  facilities  will  increase  frcm  37  percent  in  1985  to  50  perc^t  in 
1990.  This  will  erable  us  to  tj^xiate  the  production  apparatus  and  to  eliminate 
the  trend  of  its  jAiysical  and  moral  obsolescence  vhich  developed  in  recent 
years. 

A  successful  investment  policy  is  iirpossible  without  radical  improvements  in 
capital  construction,  a  topic  \idiich  was  thoroughly  and  exigently  discussed  at 
the  27th  CPSU  CJongress.  In  particular,  the  need  to  raise  to  a  new  industrial 
and  organizational  level  of  the  entire  construction  complex,  to  reduce  the 
investment  cycle  in  enterprise  reconstruction  and  building  of  new  projects  by 
a  inim'TmTm  of  one-half  was  emphasized.  We  can  no  longer  tolerate  a  low 
construction  pace  with  the  di^jersal  of  capital  investments,  vMch  blocks  huge 
funds  and  hinders  scientific  and  technical  progress  in  the  national  economy. 

Today  the  develc^mnent  of  sectors  vhich  determine  the  pace  of  scientific  and 
technical  progress  and  the  solution  of  social  prc±)lems  is  of  prime 
significance.  Thus,  during  the  12th  5-Year  Plan,  with  an  overall  growth  of 
industrial  output  of  21-24  percent,  machine  building  and  metal  processing 
output  will  be  increased  by  40—45  percent.  The  growth  rates  of  machine— tool 
building  and  the  production  of  computers,  instruments  and  electrical 
engineering  and  electronic  industry  items  should  outstrip  the  output  of 
machine  building  as  a  vhole  by  30  to  60  percent.  At  the  same  time,  we  must 
ensure  the  faster  increase  in  consumer  goods  production:  during  the  12th  5— 
Year  Plan  groip  "B”  output  will  increase  22-25  percent,  compared  with  a  20-23 
percent  inca:ease  in  groip  "A.”  The  roost  important  task  in  this  connection  is, 
vhile  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  industrial  structure,  to  ccarbine  the 
faster  growth  of  machine  building  with  high  rates  of  output  of  consumer  goods. 

In  turn,  the  acceleration  of  scientific  and  technical  progress  and  of 
investment  and  structural  reorganization  require  significant  energizing  of 
financial  policy.  The  party  is  guided  by  Lenin's  instruction  to  the  effect 
that  "all  of  our  radical  reforms  will  be  doomed  to  failure  unless  we  are 
successful  in  our  financial  policy"  (cp.  cit. ,  vol  36,  p  351) .  Here,  as  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report  to  the  27th  Party  Congress  noted,  a 
number  of  imiresolved  pr(±)lems  have  accumulated.  In  particular,  the  practice 
of  income  redistribution,  according  to  vhich  the  losses  of  ^  lagging 
enterprises,  ministries  and  areas  are  compensated  by  profitably  working  units 
has  became  widespread.  Credit  has  lost  its  real  purpose. 

In  order  substantially  to  improve  the  flexibilily  and  efficiency  of  financial 
policy,  all  of  its  levers  and  units  (relations  between  enterprises  and  the 
budget,  resource  payments,  interest  rates  and  amortization  withholdings)  ini^t 
be  channeled  into  the  technical  retooling  of  the  production  process,  ite 
increased  efficiency  and  quality  improvements.  The  financial  and  credit 
nvarhani  !=an  must  maximally  contribute  to  converting  enterprises  and  associations 
to  total  cost  accounting  and  to  strengthening  the  material  incentive  and 
responsibility  of  labor  collectives. 

Success  in  this  undertaking  will  help  to  surmount  negativism  in  the  appix>ach 
to  ccarnnodity-inonetary  relations  and  related  economic  levers  and  incentives. 
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Responsibility  for  -^eir  vmderestimating  is  assumed  above  all  by  the  science 
of  economics  viiich,  in  the  course  of  scholastic  disputes,  has  ignored  its  main 
task:  the  formulation  of  reliable  recartinendations  on  how,  based  on  the  new 
meaning  of  commodity  and  monetary  relations  imder  socialism,  to  put  their 
tools  in  the  service  of  increasing  efficiency  and  quality. 

The  party's  position  on  this  matter  is  extremely  clear.  It  believes  that  the 
healthy  ^  functioning  of  commodity  and  monetary  relations  on  a  socialist  basis 
c^  provide  the  type  of  economic  management  conditions  under  viiich  its  results 
depend  on  the  collective's  work  quality  and  managerial  skill  and 
initiative.  Conversely,  rejecting  the  urportance  of  their  active  influence  on 
i^jgradu^  the  incentive  of  the  people  and  production  efficiency  weakens  cost 
accounting  and  leads  to  other  undesirable  consequ^ces. 

Conteitporary  agrarian  policy,  the  fundamentals  of  viiich  were  formulated  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Ifey  1982  CESU  Central  Committee  Plenum  and  the  USSR  Food 
Program,  plays  an  important  role  in  the  party's  acceleration  strategy.  We 
inust  complete  the  conversion  of  agriculture  to  an  industrial  base, 
a:^rehensively  apply  scientific  crop  growing  and  animal  husbandry  systems  and 
inte^ive  technologies,  substantially  upgrade  the  efficiency  of  the 
a^oindusteial  complex  and  ensure  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  country's  needs 
through^  its  output.  During  the  12th  5-Year  Plan  a  decisive  upturn  must  take 
^ace  in  the  agrarian  sector  and  food  si:pplies  must  be  improved  noticeably, 
me  average  annual  volme  of  gross  agricultural  output  will  be  increased  by 
14  16  percent  compared  with  6  percent  during  the  llth  5-Year  Plan;  per  capita 
consumption  of  milk,  meat,  fruits  and  vegetables  will  increase  significantly. 

Can  we  achieve  this?  "We  can  and  must,"  M.S.  Gorbachev  said  at  the  27th  CPSU 
Congr^s.  "To  this  effect  the  party  has  formulated  additional  steps  to 
upgrade  tte  efficiency  of  all  sectors  within  the  agroindustrial  complex. 
Ess^tially  they  consist  of  changing  the  socioeconomic  situation  in  the 
countryside  and  creating  conditions  for  more  extensive  intensification  and 
guar^teed  output.  The  emphasis  will  be  on  economic  management  methods, 
broadening  autonomy  and  upgrading  the  responsibility  of  kolkhozes  and 
sovkhozes  for  the  results  of  their  work. " 

In  formulating  the  objectives  and  tasks  of  its  economic  policy,  the  party 
considers  th^  organically  blended  with  the  social  development  of  Soviet 
society.  This  unity  is  cle^ly  reflected  in  the  integral  concept  of 
ac^lerating  the  country's  socioeconomic  development  as  expanded  in  the  CPSU 

to  toe  27to  Party  Congress  and  toe  new  draft  of  toe  CPSU 
program  and  toe  basic  directions  in  toe  economic  and  social  development  of  toe 
country  during  toe  12 to  5-Year  Plan  and  through  toe  end  of  this  century. 

^e  stipulation  that  increased  material  output  and  efficiency  eventually 
detente  toe  entire  social  ^  spiritual  progress  of  society  does  not  etoaust 
in  toe  least  toe  entire  variety  of  social  interrelationships.  We  must  not 
simplistirally  assume  that  we  shall  increase  output  and  upgrade  labor 
productivity  and  only  then  solve  social  problems.  Actually,  no  qualitative 
change  in  economic  development  or  a  radical  change  in  labor  efficiency  is 
possible  without  solving  social  problems. 
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Naturally,  the  particular  attention  paid  to  the  i^ial  area  is  determined  not 
merely  by  basic  theoretical  considerations.  It  is  demanded  above  all  by  the 
lessons  of  the  past.  The  party's  Central  Committee,  delegates  to  the  27th 
CPSU  Congress  stated,  believes  that  both  central  and  local  bodies 
underestimated  the  crucial  problems  of  the  material  base  of  the  country's 
sociocultural  area.  As  a  result,  this  led  essentially  to  the  development  of 
the  concept  of  the  residual  principle  in  allocating  resources  for  its 
development.  A  certain  turn  to  technocratic  approaches  wea]<OTed  the  attention 
to  the  social  aspect  of  production,  daily  life  and  recreation.  T^s  could 
only  lower  the  interest  of  the  working  peqple  in  the  results  of  their  labor, 
weaken  discipline  and  lead  to  other  adverse  phenomena. 

The  funds  invested  in  the  development  of  education,  health  care,  trade, 
consumer  services  and  the  construction  of  housing  and  cultural  and  sports 
centers  are  not  aimed  exclusively  at  resolving  immediate  problems  but  also  at 
the  future.  Th^  are  investments  in  the  lODst  valuable  or,  to  put  it  better, 
the  priceless  human  factor.  From  the  viewpoint  of  strategy  and  long-term 
prospects  they  are  the  most  productive  and  effective. 

No  matter  is  too  petty  in  the  set  of  measures  aimed  at  further  enhancing^  the 
well-being  of  the  people.  Everything  here  is  important:  tl^  substantiated 
growth  of  population  monetary  income,  the  reliable  satisfaction  of  solvent 
demand,  improvements  in  the  educational  system,  tireless  concern  for 
preserving  and  strengthening  human  health,  and  solving  the  housing  problem. 
Particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  problems  related  to  major  reorganizations 
in  the  conditions,  nature  and  content  of  labor. 

Abundant  proof  is  available  that  at  the  present  stage  in  social  development 
the  need  for  meaningful  and  creative  work  holds  a  leading  position  in  the 
system  of  the  individual's  value  orientation.  Hiis  raises  stricter 
requirements  concerning  the  social  parameters  of  designed  and  applied 
equipment  and  the  organization  of  the  production  process  and  labor.  The 
purpose  of  the  new  equipment  is  not  only  to  enhance  labor  productivity  but 
also  to  intensify  its  intellectual  saturation  and  at'toctiveness.  The  first 
step  in  this  direction  calls  for  drastically  curtailing  the  share  of  manual 
and  unskilled  labor.  In  the  12th  5-Year  Plan  the  scale  and  pace  of  sudi 
reduction  will  be  doubled  or  tripled  as  a  iminimium. 

The  qucilitative  reorganization  of  the  labor  ^here  and  the  intensification  of 
its  cxeative  nature  are  necessaa^  prerequisites  for  the  development  of  the 
social  activeness  of  the  masses  and  a  most  important  factor  in  the 
acceleration  of  social  progress. 

Ill 

Economic  policy  becomes  reality  and  gains  vital  strength  as  it  becom^ 
emibodied  in  the  practical  activities  of  the  masses.  "...Politics,"  lenm 
taught,  "begins  vfliere  the  millions  of  pecple  are;  serious  policy  c^  begin 
only  where  there  are  not  thousands  but  millions  of  people. .."  (op.  cit.,  vol 
36,  Ep  16-17) . 


29 


universal  approval  of  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  Party  congress  and  the 
TOad  x^ve  of  ^thusiasm  and  hopes  it  raised,  crea-ted  a  favorable 
sociopolitical  clntate  in  the  country.  In  itself,  however,  this  does  not 
guaran^  succ^.  We  must  not  believe  that  now  everything  will  became  easy 
w  ^^‘^eyelop  ^  Itself .  Work  lies  ahead,  demanding  tremendous 

^  ^  established  stereotypes,  reorganize  structures  and 

economic  management  methods  and  radically  improve  matters  in  all  sectors. 

^  party  word 

x^h^  been  e^usiastically.  The  fact  that  subsequently  the  words 

^  supported  by  actions  must  be  blamed  on  the  low  level  of  organization, 
^ecision  and  the  inability  and,  sometimes,  even  the 
^  complete  projects.  No  less  fatal  was  replacing  live  action 
^  campaigns,  the  tendency  to  embellish  reality  and  the  existence  of 
pheran^  su^  as  ^owiness  and  report-monger ing.  Although  intended  by  their 

VP  activities,  in  fact  they  triggered  mistrust  in 
words  and  social  passiveness. 

_P^^  ej^josed  these  phenomena  boldly  and  honestly,  drawing  from  them 

^  important  to  develop  painstaking  work  for  the 
iirplementation  of  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU  Confess  in  the  center,  the 
local  ^eas  and  in  each  labor  collective  and  party  organization,  vhich  may 
^  but  is  inspired  by  a  most  profound  inner  meaning! 

involve  in  such  work  one  and  all,  to  blend  together 

bo  awaken  the  social  activeness  of  the  masses 
and  to  direct  it  toward  the  implementation  of  the  targets. 

S  ^®^P  ^  appeals.  A  great 

wiSin2h^  changed  a^  reo^anized  within  social  relations  themselves, 

m  order  to  develop  social  activeness.  This  is 

incr^?^Sh7?5ii-2®  2®^^  P^y  bo  develop  self-management, 

SSS  2L  ^  efficient  economic  management 

of  the  interests  of  society,  the  labor 
ludividi^  worker  is  an  exceptionally  important  and,  in  a 
certain  sense,  a  key  link  m  economic  policy. 

^e  P^se  of  the  pl^ed  reorganization  of  forms  and  methods  of  management 
economic  unit  is  to  develop  in  every  worker  and  collective  a 
Naturally,  it  is  important  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
•mnn-*  1  •  statesmen  and  td  ^>^lain  the  need  for  concern  for  the 

of  ^  wealth.  However,  the  working  people  oamot  be 

shcp^  SvSSoS^Si;.  the  tree  mastere  of  their  plant,  kolkhoz. 


In  this  context  the 
con^pt  of  socialist 
political  report,  is 
with  a  consideration 
production  forces  and 
theoretical  concepts 


study  of  the  forms  of  economic  inplementation  of  the 
ownership,  develop  in  the  CPSU  Central  Committee 
of  essential  significance.  The  analysis  was  combined 
of  problems  of  the  dialectical  interaction  between 
production  relations,  vhich  substantially  enriches  our 
on  the  laws  and  socioeconomic  mechanisms  of  the 
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functioning  of  socialist  society  and  enables  us  to  interpret  more  profoundly 
the  current  situation  and  the  program  for  future  activities. 

What  stems  above  all  from  the  theoretical  summations  and 
formulated  at  the  27th  CPsu  Congress  is  the  ne^  steadily 
production  relations,  to  preserve  their  stable  consistency  with 
developing  production  forces  and  prorrptly  to  identify  and 
nonantagonistic  contradictions  vhich  appear  between  them. 

Such  consistency  cannot  be  achieved  with  a  single  act,  once  and  for  all. 
Socialist  production  relations  indeed  offer  scope  for  the  develc^an^t  of 
production  forces  ard  for  the  steady  growth  of  production  and  scientific  and 
technical  progress.  However,  their  steacfy  progress  is  a  mandatory  condition 
in  this  case.  Unless  this  occurs,  at  a  certain  stage  one  link  in  promotion 
relations  or  another  turns  from  a  form  of  development  to  a  hindrance  in  the 
progress  of  production  forces. 

The  appearance  and,  subsequently,  the  growth  of  disparities  between 
substantially  increased  and  qualitatively  changed  production  forces,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  production  relations,  and  economic  management  means  and  methods 
vhich  develop  under  the  conditions  of  a  prinnarily  extensive  econondc 
development,  on  the  other,  were  the  most  profound  reason  for  the  negative 
phencmena  vhich  became  clearly  apparent  ty  the  turn  of  the  1980s.  Today,  as 
was  noted  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress,  we  are  trying  to  change  the  dir^ion  of 
the  economic  mechanism,  to  eliminate  its  wasteful  nature,  to  <^rect  it  toward 
upgrading  the  quality  and  efficiency  and  accelerating  sci^tific  and  technical 
progress  and  to  intensify  the  role  of  the  human  factor.  This  is  the  main 
feature  vhich  will  mark  the  further  advancement  of  socialist  production 
relations  and  provide  new  scope  for  the  develc^jment  of  production  forces. 

Perfecting  production  relations  is  not  a  separate,  an  isolated  process.  It  is 
a  link  in  the  single  system  of  steps  aimed  at  the  planned  and  ccraprehensive 
advancement  of  socialism  as  a  vhole.  At  the  same  time,  the  particular 
significance  of  work  in  this  area  quite  clearly  proceeds  from  the  basic  native 
of  production  relations.  It  is  precisely  through  them  that  perfectii^ 
economic  policy  exerts  its  main  influence  on  the  development  of  public 
production,  its  enhanced  efficiency  and  the  pace  of  scientific  and  technical 
progress. 

The  purpose  of  irrproving  producticai  relaticais  is  ly  no  means  aimed  exclusively 
at  reorganizing  the  material  elements  of  production  forces.  It  also  is  a 
decisive  factor  in  the  development  of  the  working  person  himself — ^the  main 
productive  force  in  society.  This  is  hardly  limited  to  upgrading  the  standard 
of  his  professional  training,  although  this  too  is  very  inportant  under 
conteitporary  conditions. 

Developing  specifically  socialist  features  in  the  worker — a  proprietary 
attitude  toward  the  work,  conscientiousness,  thrift  and  hi^  responsibility 
for  result  of  economic  activities  and  relataJ  concern  for  the  iraaltiplication 
of  social  wealth — decisively  depends  on  the  development  of  production 
relations  and  the  consistency  between  their  forms  and  the  nature  of  the  public 
owner^ip  of  means  of  production.  In  this  case  perfecting  distribution 


conclusions 
to  perfect 
{^namcally 
solve  the 
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relations  (above  all  establishing  a  direct  link  between  the  measure  of  labor 
and  the  measure  of  wages),  increased  cost  accounting,  and  a  reliable 
consistency  between  supply  and  demand  of  consumer  goods  and  services,'  etc 
play  an  essential  role.  ' 

Perfecting  produc?tion  relations  is  the  high  road  to  the  development  and 
streng^ening  of  a  proprietary  attitude  toward  labor  and  its  results  and 
i^jgrading  the  social  activeness  of  the  toiling  masses.  The  lack  of 
orgauzation  of  individml  units  and  specific  mechanisms  governing  the 
fijnctioning  of  such  relations  cannot  be  compensated  by  any  kind  of  legislative 
act  or  amount  of  educational  work.  Both  are  absolutely  necessary  and  can 
yield  results  bxit  only  if  combined  with  flexible  and  efficient  forms  of 
production  relations. 

are  familiar  with  a  number  of  cases  in  viiich  the  Law  on  Labor  Collectives 
passed  relatively  recently,  is  used  pro  forma  and  does  not  yield  the 
desired  results.  Naturally,  this  is  due  to  a  number  of  reasons,  the  main 
anong  viiidh,  however,  is  the  imperfect  form  of  economic  relations  and  the 
absence  of  an  effertive  cost  accounting  mechanism.  It  is  precisely  this  that 
toners  the  passive  attitude  of  the  workers  toward  the  results  of  collective 
labor,  toeir  lack  of  interest  in  improving  the  work  of  the  enterprise  or 
association  and,  respectively,  their  indifference  toward  participating  in 
mamgem^t.  Conversely,  the  experience  of  many  cost  accounting  brigades  and 
enterpn^  proves  that  the  efficient  "coupling"  of  economic  interests  not 
only  yields  hi^  production  results  but  contributes  to  the  development  of  the 
social  activeness  of  the  workers  and  their  real  involvement  in  management. 

Strengthening  cost  accounting,  the  progressive  development  of  distribution  and 
txade  relations,  and  ensuring  the  application  of  the  principles  of  material 
incentive  and  responsibility  for  results  of  economic  activities  are  the  main 
"to  improving  the  specific  forms  and  mechanisms  of  the  economic 
^plication  of  the  principle  of  public  ownership  of  the  means  of  production. 
Tm  more  efficient  these  forms  are  the  more  the  richest  possible  opportunities 
and  historical  advantages  of  socialist  owner^ip  are  manifested  and, 
^rrespondi^ly,  the  more  the  workers  in  socialist  production  exercise  their 
status  of  true  proprietors  of  the  public  production  process.  The  mass  and 
actire  participation  of  the  working  pecple  in  management  is  one  of  the  most 
m^rtant  indicators  of  the  maturity  of  owner^ip  by  the  vhole  people  and  an 
actual  measure  of  the  economic  implementation  of  such  ownership.  That  is  vhy 
the  27th  CTSU  Congress  considered  the  further  intensification  of  self- 
management  in  the  economic  area  one  of  the  most  urgent  and  prime  tasks. 


The  basic  stipulations  and  conclusions  formulated  by  the  congress  provide  a 
pwCTful  ij^tus  for  the  development  of  the  science  of  economics,  demanding  of 
It  the  thorouch  and  conprehensive  study  of  acquired  ejperience  in  socialist 
^ronic  management  and  the  formulation  of  reliable  recommendations  on 
improving  production  relations  and  the  mechanism  of  planned  economic 


In  no  c^  ^ould  reliance  on  perfecting  production  relations  as  the  decisive 
prerequisita  for  radical  changes  in  production  forces  and  the  development  of 
social  activeness  of  the  masses  be  interpreted  as  underestimating,  not  to 
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mention  belittling,  the  role  of  ^iritual  and  ideological  factors.  It  is 
common  knowledge  that  success  in  politics  depends  on  energizing  the  entire 
system  of  social  relations  and  institutions. 

In  sonigi  life  cause  and  consequence  and  premise  and  result  are  in  a  state  of 
coitplex  dialectical  interaction  and  frequently  change  roles.  Today,  for 
exairple,  the  psychological  reorganization  of  cadres  and  the  formulation  of  a 
truly  modem  economic  way  of  thinking  are  the  starting  point  and  mandatory 
prerequisite  for  a  substantial  renovation  of  production  forces  and  forms  of 
production  relations.  Any  reorganization  of  the  economic  mechanism,  as  was 
particularly  enphcisized  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress,  begins  with  the 
reconstruction  of  the  mind,  the  rejection  of  existing  mental  ^  practical 
stereotypes  and  a  clear  understanding  of  the  new  tasks.  In  this  case  social 
science,  the  propaganda  system  and  mass  information  media  ai^  all 
establishments  in  the  ^iritual  and  ideological  sphere  assume  a  major  and 
responsible  role. 

It  is  exceptionally  inportant  to  make  every  member  of  society  conscious  of  the 
irrperative  need  for  profoxjnd  changes  and  to  help  him  understand  that  the 
future  of  our  great  country  is  shaped  today's  actions.  The  development  of 
the  social  activeness  of  the  masses  and  of  a  statesmanlike  approach  to  the 
work  and  a  feeling  proprietorship,  backed  by  persistent  and  dedicated  work, 
can  greatly  accelerate  ecunamic  and  social  development  and  take  Soviet  society 
to  the  qualitatively  new  levels  of  historical  advancement  toward  ccmraunism,  as 
defined  by  the  party. 

CXDPXRIGEir:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Ecavda".  "Kcmraunist",  1986 
5003 

CSO;  1802/11 


33 


SCIENCE  AT  THE  STAGE  OF  ACCEEEERATION 

Moscow  KCMIUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  M^  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  33-44 

[Article  by  Academician  P.  Fedoseyev,  USSR  Acadeiry  of  Sciences  vice-president] 

[Text]  The  Soviet  scientists  followed  the  proceedings  of  the  27th  cpsn 
tongress  with  tireless  attention  and  profound  interest^  Sey  accepSd  ^ 
suggestion  formulated  at  the  congress  as  a  re^Stif  ^ 
a^oritative  answer  to  the  problems  of  life  and  a  challenge  to  our  compl^ 

SctiS^f^  ^  contribution  to  the  theory  and 

If  ?  comraunism,  the  scientific  interpretation  3  the 

o^^Ssif  of  ^  ®  perfecting  socialist  society 

pJo^Lr  ^  ^  acceleration  of  socioeconomic  and  scientific  and  technical 

economic  growth,  taking 

^tx3  TOnsideration  the  intensification  of  the  scientific  and  terhnirJi 

sTCie^^°”ln  tWs^rSti^^^^h^  significance  in  the  development  of  socialist 
^77^*  ,  .  connection,  the  increased  role  of  science  in  the  develomient 

of  social  relations  an^tS  c^SSr^f 

SSSSiL  ^  and  t^ology  and  in  enhancing  labor 

Giiphasized.  Characteristically,  durinq  the  current 

cc^  fSm^?h^  tto  two-thirds  of  the  growth  in  public  labor  productivity  will 
come  from  the  utilization  of  the  achievements  of  science  and  technology^ 

2^iS2  toe  S^iet  scientists.  The  great  historical 

^  socialist  society  indicates  its  tremendous 

Sis^SiSSc?  biggest  scientific  and  technical  problems, 

i^olves  the  mastery  and  extensive  utilization  of  nuclear  cower  for 

Nevertheless,  the  influence  of  scientific  and  technical  progress  on  the 

SaS  int^ificatlon  re^lL^SffSieS? 

^e  12th  5  Year  Plan  will  be  a  tiaming  point  in  all  areas  of  the  countrv's 

ana  ^  “  scientific 
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Naturally,  it  VTOuld  be  impossible  here  to  discuss  all  the  problems  of  science 
as  formulated  in  the  CESU  Central  Committee  political  report,  the  party 
program  and  the  basic  directions  in  economic  aiKi  social  developnent.  We  can 
say  that  no  single  scientific  area  was  ignored  or  left  without  critical 
consideration. 

Priority  is  ascribed  to  the  development  of  basic  science,  vbich  predetermines 
raising  piblic  production  to  a  qualitatively  higher  level. 

Particular  attention  is  focused  on  the  develcpment  of  electronics,  nuclear 
power,  coitprehensive  automation,  production  technology  and  material 
processing.  Biotechnological  methods  and  gene  engineering  will  be  applied 
extensively.  Computer  production  will  be  increased  by  a  factor  of  ^  2-2.3. 
Machine  building  is  assigned  a  leading  role  in  -^e  acceleration  of  scientific 
and  technical  progress.  CXitput  in  machine  building  and  progressive  type  of 
processing  will  be  increased  drastically. 

The  basic  task  is  to  strengthen  links  between  science  and  producticai  and  to 
find  the  type  of  organizational  forms  of  integration  among  science,  technology 
and  production  vbich.  will  enable  us  to  ensure  the  efficient  and  fast 
development  of  scientific  ideas  from  concept  to  extei^ive  practical 
utilization.  The  network  of  scientific  production  associations  will  be 
expanded;  essentially  new  types  of  equipment  and  technologies  will  be 
developed  for  extensive  application  m  intersectorial  scientific  and  technical 
complexes  and  centers.  It  is  important  for  such  ccamplex^,  vhich  will  include 
scientific  research  institutions,  design  and  technological  organizations  and 
ejperimental  enterprises,  to  cxmplete  their  organizational  period  as  soon  as 
possible  and  get  to  work  without  delay. 

It  would  be  ejpedient  to  set  rp  engineering  centers,  based  on  the  exp^ience 
of  the  Ukrainian  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  assist  in  the  broad-sc^e  application 
of  hi^ily  efficient  types  of  equipment,  technology  and  materials.  Equ^ly 
justified  is  the  practice  of  organizing  temporary  scientific  and  technical 
laboratories,  as  a  new  form  of  unification  and  concentration  of  the  efforts  of 
the  USSR  Academy  of  Sciences  and  the  industrial  sectors. 

Delegates  to  the  congress  emphasized  that  we  must  rely  on  our  own  scientific 
and  technical  potential  and  that  chasing  after  imported  equipment  to  replace 
our  own  work  is  inadmissible.  This  has  been  repeatedly  stated  in  the  past  as 
well  and  was  reasserted  at  the  congress  in  the  speech  of  A.P.  Aleksandrov, 
USSR  Academy  of  Sciences  president. 

It  is  important  to  intensify  the  technical  trend  of  work  in  academic 
institutes.  During  the  discussions  of  precongress  documents  fear  was 
occasionally  expressed  that  the  technical  trend  may  reduce  the  significance  of 
basic  scientific  research  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  IPactical  ejperience 
indicates  that  such  fears  are  groundless.  We  must  not  ignore  the  fact  that 
today  the  very  concept  of  basic  science  is  broadening.  The  technical 
sciences,  recent  ones  in  particjular,  based  on  electronics  and  ccstpu'ters,  vhile 
retaining  their  engineering  trend,  also  become  theoretical,  basic  di^iplines. 
Furthermore,  they  stimulate  the  development  of  traditional  basic  sciences  and 
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SoreScaT^Sr  Intenoediaries  In  the  practical  application  of 

2iSti«S  factors  of  intensification  of 

activities  themselves,  to  achieve  the  fastest  cbssible 
^hnological  utilization  of  new  knowledge  and  to  accelerate  progre^  along 
toe  Cham  leading  frcm  basic  to  applied  research  and  thence  to^  experimental? 
design  developments  and  practical  utilization  of  new  equipSnt? 

this  mto  OTnsideration,  toe  USSR  Academy  of  Sciences  is  expanding  toe 

institutions  in  toe  tedhnical  area.  ?t^SS?  2? 
Srie?^??^^  of  mfo^tics,  coirputer  equipment  and  automation.  An  ^tire 
s^ies  of  scientific  institutes  and  branches  is  being  created.  Great 

^  toe  theoretical  foundations  of  machine  building  and 
special  department  on  such  problems  is  being  set  im  on  toe  basis  of  existing 

^Ciohtific  IhstithtionT®  A  dJisto 

gjp^ed  to  orgmize  branches  of  toe  Institute  of  Machine  Studies  i^  Lrkiv 
lanlhgrad  and  SaratcAr.  Die  IBSR  Academy  of  iSSSs  Pr^S* 
fo^iiility  ill  guidii^  basic  research  in  mdite 
in  tta  maw  ar^  of  the  technical  sciences.  Naturally,  ^ 
sho^d  ^t  r^teict  existing  basic  research  areas.  We  need  a  sensible 

automation  ^  mteraction  among  toe  various  areas  of  knowledge  in  resolving 
topical  scientific  and  practical  problems.  J^owieage  m  resolving 

^  doca^ts  of  the  congress  earmark  toe  basic  tasks  of  the  natural  and 
t^cal  sciences,  the  solution  of  vAiich  will  determ^  tJS^f^S 

^alitative  changes  m  production  forces  and  toe  appearance  of  essentiallv  new 
types  of  products,  equipment  and  technologies.  essentially  new 

Ih^retical  aM  applied  mathematics,  informatics  and  cvbemetics  astronomv 

solid^St?^^™^'  I^^ics  of  elementary  particles,  the  atomic  nucleus  2^ 
lid  state,  micro-  and  quantum  electronics,  optics  and  radioohvsics  will  be 

oo^  im  the  ire£  of  nSeS^S^J^ 
Of  electric  power,  a«J  mastery  of 

^eoreticsl^roblems  of  catalysis,  chemical  technology  and  biotechnoloqv  will 

develop^;  new  structural  materials  will  be  crSLi.  EhySS^-SmSal 

biol^  ^  sci^tific  base  for  ctotaining  jhysiologically  active 

^  agriculture  will  be  promoted.  Work  will  be  done  on  problems 
virusology,  genetics,  selection,  prevention  means  and  methods 
and  diagnostical  methods  for  toe  treatment  of  to4  Lst  commSn^SIalS. 

Great  mportancs  is  ascaribed  to  toe  ccsrprtoensive  study  of  toe  structure  and 
aSSpS^an^^oS^^f  =wst  an.  the  bic^ere,  ^rljr^SS?  SS 

^mite  j^ssibilities  of  knowledge,  V.I.  Lenin  LS^that 
^  metoaustible  as  toe  atom.  This  prediction  was  brilliantly 
confirmed  soon  afterwards  and  knowledge  moved  substantially  farther  in  toe 


study  of  so-called  elementary  particles.  Nature  is  infinite,  V.I.  lenm 
ertphasized,  and  the  huiran  iturd  has  discovered  Within  it  a  number  of  marvels 
and  will  discover  more  of  the  same.  Conterapora^  scientific  ]<nowledge  proves 
the  depth  and  accuracy  of  these  words.  Science  is  continuing  to  discover  ever 
new  prcperties,  possibilities  and  forces  in  nature,  confirming  the 
inexhaustibility  of  matter. 

The  CESU  Central  Committee  political  report  ^md  the  new  edition  of  the  party 
program,  all  congress  documents  and  a  number  of  speeches  made  at  the  congr^s 
contained  an  urgent  address  to  the  scientists,  one  could  say  an  instruction 
issued  by  the  party  and  the  people,  to  multiply  their  successes  _  on  the 
scientific  front,  to  reach  the  most  advanced  levels  of  scientific  and 
technical  progress  and  to  enrich  the  sciaitific  and  technical  arsen^  with  new 
ideas,  discoveries  and  developments.  We  loiow  that  the  application  of 
scientific  achievements  greatly  depends  on  ministries,  departm^ts  and 
c^r>-nrmin.  organizations.  However,  scientific  discoveri^  and  d^elcpn^ts  are 
the  work  of  the  scientists  themselves  and  depend  on  their  creative  aspirations 
and  efforts  and  on  the  organization  of  science. 

Today,  as  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report  ettphasized,  the  party's 
theoretical  thinking  is  focused  on  the  difficult  set  of  p^lems  caused  by  the 
conteitporary  crucial  nature  of  the  development  of  our  society  and  the  rest  ^of 
the  world.  The  comprehensive  tcisk  of  accelerating  our  progr^s  and  its 
interrelated  aspects— —political,  economic,  scientific  and  technical,  social, 
cultural-spiritual  and  psychological — ^needs  further  profound  and  coitprehei^ive 
stuc3y.  Thta  party  expects  of  the  scientists  major  philosophical  summations, 
substantiated  economic  and  social  forecasts  and  extensive  research  in  CPSU, 
domestic  and  world  history. 

Naturally,  in  Icist'  5-year  period  as  well  a  great  deal  of  valuable  books  and 
scientific  reports  came  out.  In  general,  however,  here  as  well  the  extensive 
approach  dominated.  There  was  more  quantity  than  quality,  and  the  link 
between  the  social  scientists  and  life  was  quite  weak.  Small  groups  of 
scientists  actively  dealt  with  basic  topical  prchlems  vhile  a  number  of 
subdivisions  dealt  with  rather  abstract  problems  or  limited  themselves  to 
general  and  stperficicil  considerations. 

Sharp  critical  remarks  were  addressed  to  the  social  scientists  at  ■^e 
congress.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  philosophical-economic  front  and  social 
science  as  a  vhole  are  somev>hat  rertoved  from  the  problems  of  life. 
Furthermore,  the  planning  and  economic  bodies  and  other  departments  are  not 
di^laying  suitable  interest  in  the  implementation  of  efficient  suggestions 
formulated  by  social  scientists. 

The  party  has  formulated  on  a  principle— minded  basis  the  question  of  the 
substantial  involvement  of  the  social  sciences  in  specific  practic^  needs;  it 
requires  of  the  social  scientists  a  sensitive  r^ction^to  changes  in  life,  to 
keep  track  of  new  phenomena  and  to  draw  conclusions  vhich  can  accurately  guide 
practical  work. 

A  firm  end  must  be  put  to  scholasticism  and  dogmatism,  vhi<A  have  becjcme  quite 
firmly  rooted  in  a  ntraiber  of  social  science  units  and  vhich  alwaj^  lead  to 
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mental  sta^tion  and  idle  talk.  The  party  Reminds  las  that  truth  is  bom  not 
as  a  r^t  of  scholastic  d^tes  but  in  the  course  of  creative  discussions 
and  is  tested  through  action,  through  practical  e5^)erience. 

As^  ^eryvdiere  else,  the  Academy  of  Sciences  must  develop  more  extensively 
critici^  and  self-^iticisra.  It  must  adopt  a  stricter  and  most  exigent 
approach  to  evaluating  the  way  all  scientific  subunits  and  workers  fulfill 
•  ^  obligations.  Criticism,  the  27th  CESU  Congress  errphasized,  is  an 
airpor^t  means  of  surmounting  shortcomings  and  negative  phenomena  and 

progress.  Naturally,  it  must  be  principle-minded  and  based  on 

ob]ec±ive  assessment  and  knowledge. 

We  social  science  fronts  there  have  frequently  been  raim 

p^io^  aM  d^^  vhich  teve  broken  out  occasionally  have  frequently  turned 
oA  to  be  sterile,  running  on  neutral  gear,  trampling  on  one  and  the  same 
spot.  ^  Su^  was  the  case  with  d^tes  on  contradictions  under  socialism 
economic  law,  the  nature  of  commodity-monetary  relations  in  the  socialist 
erononiy,  price  setting  principles,  methods  for  determining  the  economic 
efficiency  of  new  equipment,  etc. 

The  congress  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  atmosphere  of  creativity 
asserted  by  the  party  in  all  areas  of  life  is  particularly 
^  social  sciences.  Hope  was  ej^ressed  that  thanks 
??  1 , atm^ph^e  economists,  philosophers,  jurists,  sociologists, 
historians,  and  literary  workers  will  energize  their  scientific  activities, 
daringly  pc^  new  problems  and  develop  them  creatively. 

The  sci^tiste  r^ize  that  ^  addition  to  basic  theoretical  postulates,  vhich 
the  t^t  of  time,  a  number  of  books  and  articles  on  the  various 
s^ial  sciences  have  di^licated  and  disseminated  formulations 
had  to  be  revised  in  the  course  of  the  work  on  the  new 
oraft  of  the  CPSU  program  and  the  other  documents  of  the  27th  Conqress.  The 
works  currently  in  writing  and  the  theoretical  journals  must  provide 
ccffrprdiensive  interpretation  of  the  new  basic  stipulations  of  the  27th  CPSU 

new  edition  of  the  party  program.  They  must  take  into 
ransid^tion  all  refinements  of  old  concepts  and  intensi^  their  study  of 

Priority  in  the  social  sciences  is  given  to  the  further  development  of  basic 
\  more  profound  study  will  be  made  of  problems  of  dialectical  and 

communism,  political  econorry,  the  increased 

^  ^  ^  experience  of  the  international  cranraunist, 

worker  and  national  liberation  movements. 

congr^s'  documents  make  it  incumbant  upon  social  scientists  to  focus 
their  efforts  on  toe  comprtoensive  stvdy  of  global  develcpnents,  toe  history 
of  ^  new  society  ^  toe  USSR  and  toe  other  socialist  countries,  toe 
?  Pr^uction  forces  and  production  relations,  toe  material  and 
^  ^heres  in  socialist  conditions,  toe  laws  governing  toe  formation  of 

toe  ccraraunist  system  and  toe  course  of  its  progress  toward  its  hi^er  phase. 
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The  study  of  the  objective  contradictions  in  socialist  society  and  the 
formulation  of  substantiated  recommendations  for  their  solution  became  an 
urgent  task  of  the  social  sciences  at  the  present  stage. 

We  have  firmly  mastered  the  view  that  contradictions  are  a  source  of 
development.  However,  such  development  takes  place  in  a  manner  such  as  to 
provide  scope  for  the  progressive  principle  and  to  surmount  obsolete  and 
hindering  aspects  or  forms  of  this  process.  This  egually  applies  to  the  mam 
source  of  social  development,  the  dialectics  of  production  forces  and 
production  relations  which,  under  the  conditions  of  the  scientific  and 
technical  revolutions,  have  become  much  more  cottplex.  Production  forces  have 
always  been  the  roost  active  and  leading  factor  in  production  development. 
Today  the  dynamism  of  this  factor  increases  greatly,  ^is  calls  for  the  st^dy 
advancement  of  production  relations  and  the  prompt  elimination  of  any  possible 
lagging  on  their  part  b^ind  the  growth  of  production  forces.  Furthermore, 
the  uneven  development  of  production  forces  themselves  Intensifies.  Under  our 
very  eyes  profound  revolutionary  changes  are  taking  place  in  science  and 
technology  with  the  development  of  electronics,  ccmputers,  automation  and 
biotechnology,  requiring  the  reorganization  of  the  huge  production  apparatus, 
entire  economic  sectors  and  the  entire  national  economy.  Delays  in  the 
application  of  the  latest  scientific  and  technical  achievements  can  only 
hinder  scientific  and  technical  progress. 

Interaction  among  natural,  technical  and  social  sciences  is  of  e»ceptional 
inportanca  in  the  acxaleration  of  scxiioeconcmic  development  on  the  basis  of 
scientific  and  technical  progress.  Such  interaction  beccm^  a  vital 
necessity,  a  prerequisite  for  the  fruitful  development  of  these  sciences. 

This  interaction  takes  place  mainly  on  the  roethodolcgiral,  the  conceptual 
level.  The  new  edition  of  the  CPSU  program  draws  attention  to  -toe  fact  that 
the  basic,  the  tried  foundation  for  natural  scientific  ^  soci^  knowledge 
was  and  remains  the  methodolcjgy  of  dialectical  materialism,  vhich  must  be 
creatively  developed  and  skillfully  applied  in  research  and  social  practice. 

We  must  energize  the  activities  of  methodological  and  philosophical  seminars 
organized  in  virtually  all  scientific  institutions.  This  is  a  tried  form  of 
methodological  work  on  general  scientific  problems  and  all  necessary  steps 
must  be  taken  to  improve  the  leadership  of  most  of  these  seminars .  This  ^  task 
has  been  assigned  to  the  Central  Council  of  Fhilosophical  (Methodological) 

Seminars.  Here  the  USSR  Acadeny  of  Sciences  Presidium  Scientific  Council  on 

Fhilosophical  and  Social  Problems  of  Science  and  Technology  must  play  an 
important  role. 

Today  scioitific  interaction  is  very  important  in  three  areas:  technical- 
econondc  and  social  problems  of  scientific  and  tecdmical  progress; 
ccarprehensive  stu^  of  the  problems  of  man  and  the  energizing  of  "^e  human 
factor;  and  safeguarding  peace  and  developing  international  cxxDperation. 

Forms  of  scientific  organization  vhich  ensure  interdisciplinary  research  on 
topical  prcjblems  and  the  necessary  flexibility  of  cadres,  structures  of 
scientific  instituticns  and  research  and  develcpment  must  be  develcped  more 


extensiv^y  with  a  view  to  achieving  the  integration  of  all  areas  of 
scientific  knowledge  in  order  to  accelerate  scientific  and  technical  progress. 

Subst^tial  experience  has  been  acquired  in  such  integration,  particularly  in 
the  forroulation  of  tte  cortprehensive  program  for  scientific  and  technical 
progress  and  its  socioeconomic  aspecrts.  ^  decision  of  the  C3PSU  Central 
COTimtt^  aM  USSR  Council  of  Ministers,  its  initial  variant  was  drafted  in 
1972,  for  the  1976-1990  period.  The  second  variant  for  1981-2000  was  drafted 
^  1976-1978.  A  third  variant  was  drafted  2  years  ago.  Some  3,000  people 

from  ^re  than  700  scientific  organizations  participated  in  formulating  tte 
final  drafts  alone. 

Unquestionably,  tMs  work  played  a  positive  role.  The  program  substantiated 
toe  and  efficiency  of  a  number  of  major  scientific  and  technical  measures 
in  fenx>us  metallurgy,  ^  machine  building,  energy,  agriculture,  etc.  The 
^ncsnic  aspect  dealt  with  problems  of  production  intensification,  structural 
chafes  in  toe  development  of  toe  national  economy  and  perfecting  toe  economic 
inechani^.  The  suggestions  formulated  by  toe  Academy  of  Sciences  on 
acc^eratang  toe  development  of  machine  building  and  increasing  toe  share  of 
capi-^  ^estments  in  toe  sector  and  reorganizing  toe  structure  of  toe 
agroincS^trial  cc^l^,  formulated  10  years  ago,  were  particularly  important. 

of  the  materials  of  this  program  were  incorporated  in  toe  Basic 
Directions  m  the  Economic  and  Social  Development  of  the  USSR. 

Maturely,  tte  indicators  of  toe  comprehensive  program  could  not  entirely 
coincide  with  plann^  locators;  toe  program  considers  only  toe  potential 
of  ^lentific  and  technical  progress.  Nevertheless,  toe 

SSSr  2  2^  — ^  program  ^  toe  adopts  plans  and,  particularly,  toe 
results  of  their  nrpletnentation,  indicate  that  toe  results  of  scientific 
developments  were  not  suitably  taken  into  consideration. 

rre^iei^y  plai^  for  eoon(^c  and  social  development  were  formulated 
ej^ing  possibilities  and  most  vital  needs,  but  as  a  result  of 
hard  ^  long  "teggl^"  between  toe  USSR  Gosplan  and  ministries  and  various 
repi^lic  orga^  fitting  for  their  departmental  benefits.  They  reflected  toe 
aspiration  of  a  number  of  ministries  to  obtain  greater  resourcStoile 
inaintainiiig  a  low  or  even  zero  production  growth. 

The  slowdown  in  toe  pace  of  economic  growth  and  scientific  and  technical 
pr^^  toe  fact  that  by  inertia  toe  economy 

•  ^o^tinued  to  develop  on  an  extensive  basis,  oriented  toward  involving 
ad^tion^  manpower  and  material  resources  in  toe  production  process.  The 
active  ^ilization  of  toe  latest  achievements  of  science  and  technology  in  toe 

secured.  Here  as  well  scientists  and  scientific 
institutions  must  tooulder  a  substantial  share  of  toe  blame.  Some  results 
were^  achieved  following  toarp  statements  by  scientists  in  toe  press  or  at 
m^tij^s  on  toe  foundering  of  toe  plan  for  toe  utilization  of  some  scientific 
am  tec^cal  measures.  As  a  vhole,  however,  we  must  frankly  say  that  no 
artive  struggle  w^  waged  by  scientific  institutions  for  toe  implementation  of 
toe  plai^  and  assignments  incimed  in  the  comprehensive  program  for  scientific 
^  technic^  progress.  We  repeatedly  discaissed  toe  course  of  preparing  and 
drafting  toe  program  at  toe  various  conferences  and  by  toe  USSR  Academy  of 
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Sciences  Presidium.  However,  we  did  not  consider  even  once  -^e  way  the 
program  was  being  included  in  the  5-year  plans  and  in  the  basic  directions  of 
economic  and  social  development  and  the  way  it  was  being  urplemented.  We  did 
not  determine  what  parts  of  the  compr^ensive  program  w^  unsubstantiated  and 
unacceptable  and  vAiat  share  was  the  result  of  the  inertia  of  economic  bodies. 

The  27th  CPSU  Congress  emphasized  the  need  to  take  more  fully  into 
consideration  in  formulating  state  pleqis  the  comprehensive  program  for 
scientific  and  technical  progress  in  the  USSR.  The  increasing  significance  of 
this  program  is  largely  determined  by  the  fact  that  it  is  scheduled  to  play  a 
coordinating  role  in  terms  of  other  national  economic  programs.  It  must  be 
the  base  for  the  unified  state  plan.  The  organic  interconnection  between 
socioeconomic  and  scientific  and  technical  progress  must  be  manifested 
precisely  in  the  unified  state  plan. 

In  order  to  v:pgrade  the  effectiveness  of  tiie  coirprdiensive  program  for 
scientific  and  technical  progress  we  must  intensify  the  ^  specific 
recommendations  contained  in  our  developments  and  become  more  insistent  in 
sutmitting  our  suggestions. 

Naturally,  in  the  economic  area  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Gosplan  and  the 
departm^ts,  on  the  one  hairi,  and  those  of  the  scientific  institutions,  on  the 
other,  are  not  comparable.  Pertiaps  the  leading  bodies  should  have  called  for 
the  scientific  expert  evaluation  of  the  most  important  scientific  and 
technical  and  socioeconomic  measures. 

The  lack  of  interaction  between  scientific  institutions  and  economic  bodies  in 
matters  such  as  the  economic  assessment  of  the  efficiency  of  new  equipment  and 
technology,  price-setting  principles  and  methods,  etc.,  creates  a  great  deal 
of  difficulties  in  socioeconomic  development  and  scientific  and  technical 
progress.  Usually,  the  project  suffers  vhile  each  side  blames  the  other. 

The  evaluation  of  new  equipment  and  technology  must  be  based  above  all  on 
quality  indicators  ensuring  the  conservation  of  resources  and  labor  in 
scientific  and  technical  progress.  Priority  should  be  given  to  iirproving 
production  quality.  Naturally,  philosophically  as  well  as  economically  seme 
contradictions  exist  between  quantity  and  quality.  Pursuit  of  quantity 
inevitably  leads  to  loss  of  quality  vhereas  quality  inprevements  delay,  at 
least  for  a  vhile,  the  quantitative  growth  of  output. 

The  problem  of  production  quality  has  assumed  major  social  and  political 
significance.  It  is  clear  from  the  econcmic  viewpoint  as  well  that  the  need 
for  volume  diminishes  if  quality  is  high.  There  also  exist  some 
contradictions  between  the  growth  of  neeeJs  and  the  possibility  of  their 
satisfaction.  Balancing  production  with  consuitption  is  the  most  important 
problem  of  sceial  policy  and,  perhaps,  of  science  as  well. 

The  time  has  come  substantially  to  broaden  and  radically  improve  studies  of 
the  sociceconomic  and  legal  prchlems  of  scientific  and  technical  progress. 
Interacting  with  all  the  scientific  institutions  within  the  academy,  the 
recently  created  Institute  of  Econcsmice  and  Forecasting  of  Scientific  and 
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energetically  organize  such  studies  and 
foiiitulate  acxoirate  tecihnical  and  ecx>nartiic  forecasts, 

SS?  agriculto,  vhidh  is  a  vital  economic 

TOmection  with  the  utplementation  of  the  Food  Program,  we  must 
scientific  and  tedmical  as  well  as  cSSlbiSogS 
problems  a:^  continue  oi^  efforts  to  perfect  the  economic  mechanism  and 
intersectorial  relations  within  the  agroindustrial  coinplex. 

Studi^  of  the  problems  of  man  and  the  energizing  of  the  human  factor  are 

scientific  institutions  engaged  in 
,  Faster  socioeconomic  development  is  inconceivable  without 
^  ^  sensible  application  of  the  creative  forces 

man  and  without  upgrading  skills,  consciousness  and  labor  and  social 
activen^s  Ihe  p^  believes  that  the  human  factor  can  be  ^iS  o^  £ 
a  result  of  closely  linked  and  well  planned  econcmic  strategy,  strong  social 
policy  and  purposeful  ideological  and  educational  work.  ^ 

^  acadeity  meetings  to  set  up  a  scientific 

SiSL  ?=®^^^ensive  study  of  the  problems  of  man.  The  Acaderty  of 

^  solution  on  establishing  a  coordination^icil 
vhich  would  rally  workers  in  different  fields  of  knowledge  and  different 
^lentif  1C  institutions  to  work  on  the  entire  set  of  problems  related  to  the 

of  man  is  one  of  the  cottprehensive  development  of 
S  ^  specialized  training  and  education,  omSS^iS 

£d  ^  wading  material  well-being,  cultur?and  labor 

pert^^  socialist  system  of  needs,  interests  and  motivations  and 

developj^  the  ^1-round  wealth  of  the  ^iritual  world  of  the  individual  are 
lyrtot  and  difficult  theoretical  and  practical  problems  in 

utilization  of  the  creative  capabilities  of 
the  objective  and  mag  or  prerequisite  of  historical  progress  of 
e  entire  OOTminist  social  ^stem.  According  to  the  theory  of  Marx  and 

productive  force  of  society.  The  CPSU  program  cites 
Marx  s  words  to  the  effect  that  with  the  coirprehensive  development  of  thp^ 

p^pm^iye  forces,  tas«l  c«  scientS  and  techniS^^^"  ^ 

f  capabilities  involves  social  as  well  as 

behavS  ^nnf°S^^  r?  biological  aspects  in  human  life  and 

cenavior.  Of  late,  unfortunately,  extremes  and  one-sided  approaches  have 

sSSw  i?  ^®.^5^®^^®bation  of  this  quite  iirportant  and  difficult  problem. 
Steictty  biologiCTl  appr^ches  to  the  stuc^  of  human  rYlngf-i^•ra^pr|°qs  and 

b^vior,  according  to  vhich  moral  motivations  and  inclinations  are  ejODlained 
in  terms  of  natural  factors,  were  justifiably  criticized.  hSSvS?  5S  oS£ 


extreme  was  noted  as  well:  siiiplistic  sociologizing,  in  vMch  ^1 
psysiological  and  mental  functions  of  man  are  interpreted  in  terms  of  social 
factors. 

We  believe  that  here  as  well  we  must  be  ^ded  by  dialectics  ^  see  the 
interaction  and  unity  of  social  and  biological  factors,  proceeding  from  the 
determining  role  of  social  conditions  in  the  molding  and  development  of  man, 
his  consciousness  and  bdiavior.  Whether  physically  or  intellectually,  people 
are  bound  to  be  different  from  each-other.  However,  the  development  of  hum^ 
capabilities  is  not  genetically  predetermined.  According  to  the  materialistic 
understanding  of  history,  man's  creative  cap^ilities  are  not  a  natural  gift 
but  the  result  of  history  and  mankind's  historical  developonent. 

Socialist  society  can  and  does  provides  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  the 
develcpnent  and  manifestation  of  man's  creative  talents  and  physical  and 
mental  capabilities.  No  person  is  without  abilities  and  inclinations  for  cne 
type  of  activity  or  another,  unless  there  is  a  pathological  development  of  the 
bocfy.  The  different  and  varied  capabilities  of  men  are  the  intellectual 
wealth  and  creative  potential  of  labor  collectives  and  the  entire  society. 
Ihe  people,  V.I.  Lenin  said,  have  infinite  talents.  One  must  only  be  able  to 
find  and  awaken  them  and  make  their  develcpnent  and  application  possible.  The 
objective  of  socialism  is  not  equality  and  uniformity  of  capabilities  but  the 
develcpnent  of  all  talents  and  possibilities.  The  concept  "from  each 
according  to  his  capabilities  and  to  each  according  to  his  work"  has  became  an 
elementary  truth.  However,  the  basic  nature  of  this  truth  ^ould  not  be 
considered  one-sidedly,  exclusively  in  terms  of  wages.  Everyone  must  work  to 
the  fullest  extent  of  his  capabilities,  with  an  awareness  of  his  sproific 
obligations  to  society  and  an  understanding  of  the  need  to  dedicate  to  it  his 
full  creative  efforts. 

The  full  implementation  of  the  socialist  principle  "From  Each  According  to  His 
(Tqpabiiit-iP-s  and  to  Each  According  to  His  Work"  is  the  foui^tion  of  social 
justice  in  the  first  phase  of  the  communist  society.  It  is  also  a  powerful 
source  of  energizing  of  the  human  factor  and  stimulating  man's  labor  and 
social  activeness.  In  this  respect  the  labor  collectives  are  assigned  an 
exceptionally  iirportant  role,  for  they  are  the  closest  to  the  implementetion 
of  the  basic  principle  of  socialism  and  the  prime  cell  of  people  |s  socialist 
self-management  and  a  major  area  of  the  social  activeness  of  the  individual. 

In  molding  the  new  person,  the  party  ascribes  great  importance  to  problems  of 
the  development  of  culture  and  to  education  and  i:pbringing  in  the  ^irit  of 
the  humanities.  Nothing  develops  and  ennobles  the  feelings  of  the  person  more 
than  ejposure  to  the  best  works  of  literature  and  the  arts,  perception^  of 
artistic  creativity  and  the  outstanding  characters  of  the  heroes  of  our  time. 
Nothing  shapes  awareness  of  civic  duty,  lofty  ideological  and  moral  qualities 
and  patriotic  and  international  traditions  more  than  the  history  of  our 
homeland  and  the  lessons  of  world  history. 

We  oppose  the  idealizing  of  the  past  and  pitting  one  naticai  against  anotter. 
Ihe  stuc^  of  historical  events  and  traditions  on  the  basis  of  class  positions, 
the  summation  of  age-old  experience  in  the  struggle  waged  by  the  people  |s 
masses  against  es^loiters  and  foreign  aggressors  and  interpreting  the  heroic 
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Msto^  of  the  leninist  party  are  primary  tasks  in  the  development  of  the 
individual's  social  self-awareness. 

The  variety  of  modem  infonnation  media  notwithstanding,  language  remains  the 
mam  means  of  human  cxiraraunication.  Mastery  of  the  entire  wealth  of  the  native 
language  and  the  language  of  international  cxjmraunications  vhidh,  by  virtue  of 
abjective  ^  circumstances  in  our  country,  is  Russian,  is  a  mandatory 
prerequisite  for  the  all-round  development  of  the  individual. 

The  recognition,  development  ^  utilization  of  the  abilities  of  all  people  is 
a  social  prcdilem.  It  is  particularly  mportant  in  educating  and  preparing  the 
young  generation  for  labor  activities  in  various  areas  of  social  life,  such  as 
pi^^oAiction,  management,  science,  technology  and  culture.  Ihe 
^i^tific  institutions  must  actively  pai±icipate  in  developing  methods  and 
technic^es  for  vocational  orientation,  curriculums  and  training  aids  and  in 
i^jgrading  the  scientific  standards  of  education  and  vocational  training. 

The  question  of  •^e  correlation  loetween  social  and  biological  factors  is 
relevant  to  medicine  as  well.  This  problem  has  been  discussed  quite 
ttorou^y  m  connection  with  the  struggle  against  alcoholism.  It  is  caramon 
m^ledge  that  its  main  aspects  are  prevention,  education  and  the  active 
mflue^  of  society.  However,  many  scientists  are  convinced  of  the  need  for 
a  seri^  stu(^  of  the  biological  mechanisms  for  the  appearance  and 
mtensification  of  this  disease  and  the  possibility  of  lasing  physical  therapy 
and  chemical  and  biological  means  of  treatment. 

Ihe^  health  of  the  individual,  of  the  people,  is  the  greatest  wealth  of 
socialist  society.  In  this  area  the  interaction  among  sciences  is  of  vital 
urportanoe,  both^  social  and  natural  factors  must  be  taken  into 

consideration  in  improving  working  and  living  conditions,  developing  physical 
culture^  and  sports,  organizing  the  sensible  use  of  leisure  time,  digiaagg 
pr^ention  and  treatment.  Human  health  is  inseparably  related  to  healthy 
nature  and  a  clean  environment  vhich  cannot  be  ensured  without  the  ioint 
efforts  of  scientists  in  different  fields. 

Our  discussions  concerning  environmental  protection  are  heated  and  passionate. 
Ifeny  mtural  values  have  been  rescued  thanlcs  to  the  energetic  activities  of 
scientists,  other  men  of  culture  and  all  working  pecple.  Nevertheless,  so  far 
proper  coordination  among  various  scientific  data  and  the  interaction  of  all 
interested  specialists  have  still  not  been  achieved  in  resolving  a  nurriber  of 
major  p^lems.  Our  planet  is  the  only  one  we  know  in  vhich  conditions 
originated  for  the  appearance  and  development  of  life  and  intelligence.  Ihe 
preservation  of  such  conditions  for  life  and  ensuring  the  efficient 
utnization  of  natural  resources  demand  the  joint  efforts  of  scientists  and 
all  Soviet  pecple. 

^ce  among  nations  and  the  greatest  and  basic  civil  right— the  right  to 
^  1  most  important  concern  today  of  the  individual  and  all  mankind. 

•Mankind  can  and  must  live  in  harmony  with  nature.  To  achieve  this,  however 
It  must  live  in  harmony  with  itself,"  M.S.  Gorbachev,  CPSU  Central  Committee 
general  secretary,  said  in  his  answer  to  the  letter  of  M.  Maroua,  head  of  the 
International  Life  Institute.  That  is  vhy  the  general  and  most  important 
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trend  in  the  activities  of  the  scientists  is  the  defense  of  peace  and 
strengthening  international  cooperation  in  the  interest  of  rescuing  life  and 
preserving  and  developing  civilization. 

In  recent  years  the  Soviet  scientists  have  carried  out  cornprehensive  and 
active  scientific  and  social  work,  both  in  our  country  and  _  throu^out  the 
world.  Currently  such  efforts  can  and  must  become  itiuch  more  initiative-minded 
and  active. 

The  peaceful  suggestions  of  the  Soviet  UnicMi,  formulated  in  the  15  January 
1986  declaration  by  M.S.  Gorbachev,  CPSU  Central  Coramitt^  general  secretary, 
and  the  documents  of  the  27th  Party  Congress,  had  a  tremendous  rwerberation 
throughout  the  world.  The  forces  of  peace  and  progress  were  given  a  new 
powerful  inpetus  and  a  scientific  perspective. 

The  most  difficult  problem  in  international  relations,  a  probl^  vhich  was 
extensively  discussed  at  the  congress,  is  that  of  combining  peaceful 
coexistence  among  countries  with  the  historical  conpetition  between  the  two 
different  social  systems,  the  problem  of  safeguaniing  p^ce  rmder  the 
conditions  of  the  aggravated  struggle  between  socially  and  inperialism  and 
between  the  forces  of  progress  and  reaction.  The  communists  believe  that  the 
historical  cortpetition  between  the  two  different  social^ ^sterns,  as  a  specific 
form  of  global  development  in  our  age  does  not  mean  in  the  least  that  a 
military  cla^i  between  them  is  inevitable.  ''The  coipse  of  history  and  social 
progress  with  increasing  Urgency  the  organization  of  a  constructive 
interaction  among  countries  and  nations  on  a  global  scale,"  the  CJentral 
Committee  political  report  to  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  reads.  "It  not  only 
demands  but  will  create  the  necessary  prerajuisites—political,  social  and 
material — ^to  this  effect. 

Such  interaction  is  needed  in  order  to  avoid  a  nuclear  catastrophe  and^  allow 
civilization  to  survive.  It  is  necessary  so  that,  together  and  in  the 
interests  of  everyone  other  aggravating  universal  problems  can  be  resolved. 
Combining  the  ccmpetition  and  confrontation  between  the  two  systems  and  the 
increasing  trend  of  interdependence  among  countries  in  the  global  ooraraunity  is 
the  real  dialectics  of  conteirporary  development.  It  is  precisely  thus, 
through  the  struggle  of  opposites,  with  difficulty  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
groping,  that  contradictions  develop  leading,  however,  to  an  interdependent 
and  largely  integrated  world." 

Demands  regarding  the  scientific  develqptt^t  of  international  problems  on  the 
global  and  regional  levels  increase  under  contenporary  conditions.  This 
involves,  above  all,  the  coirprdiensive  stucfy  of  the  basic  contradictions  and 
main  trends  in  global  development,  including  interinperialist  contradictioi^, 
the  role  and  place  of  the  developing  countries,  and  the  neocolonialist  policy 
of  inperialism  and  its  multinational  conpanies. 

The  inperialist  propaganda  centers  conceal  their  policy  of  world  domination 
under  a  variety  of  ideological  vestments.  So-called  neoglobalism  has  become 
fashionable  of  late.  Actually,  this  is  a  covert  policy  of  suppressing  the 
national  independence  of  the  peoples,  overthrowing  xmsuitable  regimes. 
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encouraging  regional  conflicts  and  practicing  total  state  tercorism  against 
progressive  countries  and  freedom-loving  peoples. 

Uie  Soviet  scientists,  viio  actively  support  the  concept  of  gradual  elimination 
of  nuclear  weapons  and  prevention  of  militarization  of  space  by  the  end  of  the 
20th  century,  it  their  obligation  to  ejqpose  the  aggressive  actions  of 

ntperialism  and  its  reliance  on  tlie  policy  of  force  and  on  achieving  military 
siperiority  and  its  "star  vrars*'  concept.  Our  scientists  have  frequently 
stated  not  without  reason  ttet  such  plans  have  no  substance,  for  the  land  of 
soviets  will  always  find  efficient  means  for  countering  any  aggressive 

We  rely  on  the  further  energizing  of  the  international  scientific  public  for 
the  preservaticai  and  salvation  of  human  civilization.  Scientists  of  all 
countries  are  equally  interested  in  safeguarding  peace  and  everyone  of  them 
could  and  ^ould  make  his  contribution  to  this  universal  matter. 

Ihe  Soviet  scientists  are  actively  preparing  for  the  second  all-union 
conference  against  the  threat  nuclear  conflagration,  vhich  will  be  dedicated 
to  the  International  Year  of  Peace  and  will  be  held  at  the  end  of  this  coming 
May.  More  than  100  scientists  from  socialists,  capitalists  and  developing 
countries  have  been  invited  to  attend.  We  hope  that  this  forum  will  provide  a 
new  incentive  for  ^ergizmg  peace  movements,  the  elimination  of  nuclear 
weapons  and  a  peaceful  out^  space. 

Dtperialism  is  increasii^ly  turning  the  productive  power  of  science  and  man 
^to  forces  of  destruction.  Our  duty  is  to  prove  that  the  fruits  of  scietoe 
bring  not  only  a  possible  hurricane  of  destruction  and  the  darkness  of  death 
but  also  the  li^t  of  knowledge.  They  are  the  booster  of  social  progress  and 
a  prerequisite  for  the  blosscmiing  of  the  creative  capabilities  and  talents  of 
man.  Of  late  scientists  have  done  a  great  deal  to  point  out  the  threat  of  the 
^  rmctionary  forces.  Now  it  is  important  to  indicate  aign 
the  powerfi^  progressive  force  of  science.  The  universal  movement  against  the 
militaristic  misuse  of  science  must  be  directed  also  to  the  utilization  of  the 
achievements  of  the  human  genius  for  the  benefit  of  man  himself. 

International  scientific  cooperation  actively  contributes  to  the  caxase  of 
p^^  and  ^ial  progress.  The  aspiration  of  imperialist  forces,  the  U.S. 
administration  above  all,  to  undermine  scientific  and  technical  relations 
directly  harms  mankind's  progress.  Soviet  scientists  are  actively  promoting 
inteniatianal  scientific  relations  and  defending  the  ideas  of  mutually 
profit^le  ooqperation  among  scientific  institutions  and  scientists  in  all 
countries.  C3oaperation  with  scientific  institutions  in  the  countries  within 
the  scx::ialist  comiiunity  is  particularly  important  in  our  work.  We  are 
carrr^tly  OTgagai  in  the  systematic  implementation  of  a  program  for  scientific 
and^  technical  oocperation  with  CEMA  members  on  a  bilateral  and  multilateral 
bas^  until  the  year  2000.  We  must  pay  constant  attention  to  the 
irplementation  of  the  cottpr^ensive  program  for  scientific  and  technical 
progress  of  CEMA  members  until  the  year  2000. 

Halting  the  arms  race  and  engaging  in  disarmament  are  considered  by  the  Soviet 
Union  and  all  members  of  the  socialist  community  as  closely  linked  to  the 
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solution  of  other  global  problems  enoount^ed  mankind:  surmount 
ecx)namic  backwardness,  eliminating  vast  areas  of  hunger,  poverty,  epidemic 
diseases  and  illiteracy;  meeting  the  growing  needs  of  mankind  for  energy,  raw 
ai  and  food  resources;  protecting  the  environm^t;  and  ensuring  the 
peaceful  development  of  the  world's  ocean  and  outer  space. 

At  the  present  time,  thanks  to  the  achievem^t  of  the  scientific  and  technical 
revolution  and  the  intensified  internationalization  of  economic  life,  it  h^ 
become  possible  for  mankind  to  inplement  international  programs  for  scientific 
researxdi  and  ej^jerimental  design  and  the  developanent  of  equipment  arKi 
technologies  vdiich  can  greatly  increase  public  labor  productivity.  This  coi^d 
be  the  most  reliable  guarantee  that  the  new  achievements  of  the  human  g^ius 
will  not  become  a  reason  for  discord  among  nations  but  will  be  collectively 
utilized  for  the  sake  of  everyone's  interest. 

The  Soviet  scientists  view  the  historical  significance  of  the  27th  CPSU 
Congress  in  the  fact  that  it  has  provided  a  profoimd  anali^is  of  the  processes 
of  glc*)al  development  at  the  contetrporary  crucial  stage  in  history  and  of  the 
internal  and  extern^  conditions  for  the  further  progress  of  our  society 
toward  communism,  eitibodying  within  its  documents  the  party's  course  of 
accelerating  the  country's  socioeconomic  develcpnent.  The  exceptionally 
practical,  innovative  and  creative  nature  of  the  congress  and  the  atmosphere 
of  principle-mindedness,  exigency  and  bol^evik  truth  vhich  prevailed  in  it 
and  the  frank  ej^xasure  of  shortcomings  and  amissions  directed  the  Soviet 
scientists  to  adopt  a  new  approach  and  a  self-critical  attitude  toward  their 
work  and  to  engage  in  intensive  and  efficient  efforts  to  resolve  the  urgent 
and  long-term  problems  set  by  the  party  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  and  security 
of  the  p)ecples  and  the  preservation  and  develc^mient  of  human  civilization. 

(DOPTRIOn':  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Pravda".  "Kommunist",  1986 
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PARIY  WORK  UNDER  CXJNTEMPORARY  CX3NDITIONS 

Moscxiw  KIMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar*  86)  pp  45-55 

Hero  of  Socialist  Labor  V.  Syaglov,  first  secretary#  Ranionskiv 
CESU  Raykom,  Voronezh  Oblast] 

[Tejct]  These  days,  reading  and  rereading  the  documents  of  the  27th  CPSU 
Congress,  to  vdncdi  I  had  the  great  honor  of  being  a  delegate,  one  naturally 
tries  to  define  one's  place  as  accurately  and  specifically  as  possible  in  the 
trem^ous  amount  of  vrork  iifeLch  lies  ahead.  "Ihe  ta«v  has  risen  in  its  full 
magnitude,"  the  party's  Centxal  Committee  political  reports  to  the  congress 
noted,  "to  surmount  negative  phenomena  in  the  socioeconomic  develcpment  of 
society  ^  rapidly  as  possible,  and  give  it  the  necessary  (^aiamism  and 
acceleration,  and  draw  the  maximally  possible  lessons  from  the  past,  so  that 
decisions  in  the  future  may  be  maximally  accurate  and  re^nsible,  and 
actions  purposeful  and  efficient."  This  applies  to  the  entire  party, 
to  society  as  a  vhole  and  to  everyone  of  xis,  the  party  aktiv  above  all. 

New  develcpnents  in  politics  do  not  appear  out  of  thin  air,  merely  from  the 
desire  to  change  one  aspect  of  activities  or  another.  In  considering  today 
the  reasons  vhich  powerfully  dictate  the  restructuring  of  our  thinking  and 
surmount^  obsolete  vrork  stereotypes,  I  would  place  first  the  sharp  growth  in 
the  social  and  political  activeness  of  the  working  people.  The  Ap-ri  i  1985 
CPSU  Central  Ccranittee  Plenum  formulated  a  sequence  of  major,  basic  steps 
taken  by  the  party  aimed  at  the  qualitative  renovation  of  social  life.  Their 
implementation  has  become  the  most  inportant  concern  of  millions  of  Soviet 
P®PP^®*  Pircperly  directing  the  energy  of  labor  collectives  and  opening  broad 
access  to  each  useful  undertaking  and  good  initiative  is  the  direct  duty  of 
party  workers. 

This  applies  to  the  work  forms  and  methods  used  ly  party  coramittees  in 
decision  maJcing  and  organizing  and  veri:^ing  their  implementation.  Naturally, 
this  also  applies  to  the  individual  qualities  and  professional  skills  of  party 
workeirs.  The  27tii  CPSU  Congress  demanded  a  radical  reorganization  of  party 
work.  As  it  takes  place,  it  will  be  extremely  important  to  make  use  of 
everything  better  at  the  disposal  of  party  committees  and  to  harness  an 
available  reserves. 
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For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  last  year  the  kolkhozes  and  sovJdiozes  in  our 
rayon  fulfilled  their  state  plan  for  the  sale  of  animal  hvisbandry  goods, 
grain,  sugar  beets,  potatoes,  vegetables,  hay  and  grass  meal.  Equally 
pleasing  is  the  fact  that  many  farms  have  approached  very  closely  the  yield 
indicators  planned  for  the  beginning  of  the  12th  5-Year  Plan. 

Last  year's  results  indicate  that  the  labor  efficiency  of  the  rayon's  farmers 
has  increased  substantially.  However,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  that  substantial 
imused  reserves  for  r^jgrading  crcp  growing  and  animal  husbandry  output  remain. 
Ccfftparisons  malce  this  clear.  In  the  summer  of  1982,  soon  after  iny  appointment 
as  first  secretary  of  the  Ramonskiy  Party  Raykom,  I  began  to  meet  with  the 
people  and  study  the  nature  of  the  rayon's  problems.  I  particularly  noted  two 
features  inherent  in  lagging  farms.  Ihe  first  was  the  lack  of  coordination 
among  labor  collectiveis  and  the  absence  of  efficient  planning  to  guide  the 
actions  of  koi3dioz  and  sovMioz  managers.  The  second  was  that  the  weeds  of 
parasitism,  indifference  toward  public  concerns  and  a  tolerance  of  obvious 
shortcomings,  clear  to  one  and  all,  had  thickly  grown  on  the  soil  of  this 
disorder.  A  stut^  indicated  that  such  an  intolerable  situation  had  appeared 
mainly  as  a  result  of  the  weakened  work  hy  party  ccranittees  and  buros.  The 
reasons  for  this  phenomenon  were  different  in  each  specific  case.  However,  a 
detailed  study  proved  that  in  each  case  the  party  organization  secretaries  and 
the  elected  aktiv  of  the  chronically  lagging  farms  had  lost  control  over  their 
most  important  function,  vhich  is  to  rally,  to  direct  the  collective  toward  a 
worthy  objective. 

Today,  as  they  evaluate  their  work  on  the  basis  of  the  high  criteria  set  by 
the  27th  CPSU  Congress,  the  rayon  party  it^mbers  clearly  realize  that  they  have 
taken  merely  the  first  steps  on  the  way  to  radical  and  basic  changes  in  rural 
economic  and  sociocultural  building.  However,  not  for  nothing  is  it  said  that 
the  first  step  is  the  most  inportant  and  most  difficult.  I  believe  that  we 
have  to  a  large  extent  been  able  to  correct  one  of  the  most  harmful  faults: 
the  passiveness  of  a  number  of  party  organizations,  the  waste  of  efforts  on 
formal  "measures,"  and  a  certain  "mismatch"  of  the  concerns  of  the  farm's 
management,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  collective  as  a  whole,  on  the  other.  In 
the  comrse  of  ity  visits,  talking  to  people  and  looking  at  economic 
accountability  data,  I  see  the  invariable  confirmation  that  real  and  diorable 
success  is  achieved  vherever  the  party  members  have  been  able  to  assert  their 
vanguard  role  and  head  the  most  inportant  work  sectors,  and  vhere  the  party 
organization  has  becxmie  the  center  of  attraction  for  the  creative  and 
cxonstructive  energy  of  the  collective.  A  convincing  example  of  this  is  found 
at  the  Put  k  Kcraraunizrau  KolWioz  and  its  party  organization,  headed  by  V.A. 
Zyuzyukov,  one  of  the  best  trained  and  most  capable  party  leaders  in  the 
rayon. 

The  time  is  long  past  vhen  the  money  owed  by  this  farm  to  the  state  had 
reached  6-digits,  and  deficiency  piled  on  deficiency  in  fields  and  livestock 
farms.  TcxJay  Put  k  Kcmmunizrau  is  a  kolkhoz-millionaire.  In  many  respects  its 
working  people  have  becxsme  acknowledged  innovators.  Iheir  results  and  ways 
and  means  of  work  are  accepted  as  guideline  by  the  other  rayon  farms.  Here 
is  a  typical  feature:  the  severe  drou^t  vhich  hit  the  oblast  in  1984 
severely  hurt  the  economy  of  mary  kolkhozes  and  sovkhozes.  However,  not  only 
was  the  Put  K  Koraraunizinu  KolWioz  able  to  withstand  it  but  it  was  also  able  to 
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^ow  a  profit  in  of  1.3  million  rubles.  m  other  words,  kolkhoz 

chairman  Hero  of  Socialist  Labor  M.V.  Batukhtin  and  party  committee  secretary 
V.A.  Zyuzyukov  observed  one  of  the  most  inportant  party  requirements  of  a 
modem  manager:  to  achieve  excellent  indicators  de^ite  difficulties. 

I  have  frequently  heard  it  said  that  the  main  secret  of  the  Put  K  Ifemmunizmu 
Kolkhoz  is  that  Bati^tin  and  Zyuzyukov  found  each  other  and  contoined 
knowledge  with  esperience.  The  effect  of  this  combination  was  even  more 
significant  because  both,  in  iry  view,  and  I  am  not  alone,  are  not  ordinary 
people.  However,  how  frequently  we  come  across  capable  and  knowledgeable 
party  secretaries  vho  deliberately  assume  a  "secondary  role, "  acting  as  though 
ui^er  the  supervision  of  the  director!  Why  is  this?  In  ray  view,  the  most 
likely  reason  is  the  inability  or  even  unwillingness  to  realize  one's  role 
completely— the  role  of  political  leader  of  the  collective. 

In  the  past  Mikhail  Vladimirovich  BatuWitin  was  not  reluctant  to  give  the  b\;i^ 
par^  committee  secretary  purely  technical  assignments  vhich  would  absorb  his 
entire  strength.  As  a  result,  Viktor  Antonovich  Zyuzyukov  traveled  from  one 
bri^de  to  another,  taking  over  the  functions  of  secondary-level  specialists, 
xmtil  he  raized  that  -^t  was  not  the  way  to  work.  The  authority  of  the 
party  ^organization  and  his  own  reputation  had  to  be  asserted  through  action. 
He  decided  to  concentrate  on  cadre  selection  and  education,  vhich  is  the  most 
iitportant  and  essential  objective.  As  this  took  shape,  the  current  and  long- 
tem  plans  of  the  party  committee  changed,  emphasizing  the  strengthening  of 
primary  party  organizations  and  party  groups.  At  that  point  a  paradoxical 
situation  became  apparent;  the  kolkhoz  party  committee  and  administration 
were  pemis^tly  demarKiing  stronger  discipline  in  brigades  and  livestock 
farms  vhile  in  the  decisive  sectors  the  number  of  corattunists  was  one-third  of 
those  holding  desk  jchs! 

Proper  steps  were  taken  by  strengthening  the  party  stratum  in  production 
However,  the  logic  ^  of  work  with  people  is  such  that  each  new  success 
provides  ever  new  ^portunities.  Zyuzyukov  realized  that  a  useful  initiative 
IS  sc5^rt^  only  if  it  triggers  an  interest  in  the  party  meitibers  and  develops 
their  initiative.  In  this  case  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  party  leadership, 
on  secondary-level  managers.  But  vhat  type  of  people  are  they,  vhat  type  of 
life  stance  do  ^ey  have?  How  maximally  to  release  the  energy  of  the  party 
and  economic  aktivs?  The  party  cammittee  tried  to  answer  these  and  many  other 
questions  ^ste^tically  and  as  accurately  as  possible.  And  all  of  a  sudden, 
the  noted  chairman  of  -^s  koU^oz,  in  the  front  ranks  in  all  areas,  saw 
standi^  in  front  of  him  not  simply  a  smart  and  cunning  engineer,  vho  was 
combining  his  main  jcb  with  a  party  assignment,  but  a  mature  political  leader, 
an  eqi^  fellow-work^.  To  M.V.  Batukhtin 's  honor,  he  was  able  fully  to 
appreciate  the  change  in  the  party  cammittee  secretary. 

Their  comradesMp  is  based  on  high  level  competence  and  decency.  This  helps 
them  to  maintein  stable  good  relations  and  to  avoid  petty  reciprocal  claims; 
^t^the  same  ^  time,  it  does  not  allow  them  to  violate  their  conscience  and  party 
principle-mindedness.  ^  I  am  confident  that  this  successful  combination  of 
characters  and  views  is  by  no  means  the  only  thing  which  links  Batukhtin  with 
Zyuzyukov.  Al^  present  here  is  a  law  according  to  vhich  a  deep  awareness  of 
party-  and  nationwide  assignments  enhance  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people. 
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lead  them  to  join  efforts  and  eliminate  all  vanity  or  extraneoias  features  in 
their  work. 

Nevertheless,  how  complex  is  the  mechanism  vhich  rallies  such  a  large  number 
of  human  aspirations!  Many  temptations  appear  in  this  area,  such  as 
replacing,  for  example,  comradely  well-wishingness  with  mutual  total 
forgiveness,  simple  interrelationships  with  familiarity  and  exigency  with 
"power"  pressure  or  irritable  faiilt-finding. . . .  One  looks  at  a  manager  and  is 
amazed:  he  says  the  proper  things,  holds  one  conference  after  another,  yet 

progr^s  eludes  him.  One  begins  to  look  for  the  reasons  for  such  a  situation 
and  inevitably  realizes  that  true  business  and  party  relations  have  been 
replaced  by  their  clones.  What  should  be  used  as  a  guarantee  against  failures 
in  organizational  and  ideological  work  aimed  at  rallying  the  party  memibers 
and,  after  them,  all  working  people  around  the  main  social  concerns?  I  am  not 
about  to  issue  a  universal  prescription.  I  would  like  to  emphasize,  however, 
a  most  important  circumstance.  Nothing  harms  the  true  rather  the  ostentatious 
unification  of  the  collective  more  than  the  mentality  and  practice  of  haste, 
the  emphasis  on  immediate  and  resounding  success.  Yes,  today  we  are 
profoundly  inter^ted  in  a  hi^  pace  of  renovation  of  the  economy  and  of  other 
aspects  of  our  life.  However,  this  acceleration  must  be  entirely  based  on  the 
objective  laws  of  social  developnnent.  As  the  saying  goes,  it  is  those  vho 
saddle  their  horse  properly  vho  ride  fast. 

I  recall  my  first  impression  of  farms  beyond  the  Don — ^a  remote  roadless  part 
of  the  rayon,  with  five  kolkhozes  vhose  performance  lowered  our  indicators 
year  after  year.  Land  lanplowed  for  several  years,  thick  weeds  in  the  fields, 
broken  down  unclaimed  equipment,  a  herd  with  extremely  low  milk  yields  and 
fouled  blood  lines. . . .  The  worst  was  tthat  he  people  beyond  the  Don,  including 
the  party  and  economic  aktivs,  had  lost  faith  in  the  possibility  of  a  change 
for  tte  better.  What  to  do?  Naturally,  proper  cadre  transfers  could  yield 
significant  re^ts  but,  honestly  speaking,  at  that  time  we  did  not  have  cadre 
reserves  of  suitable  qualily.  Furthermore,  the  sickness  affecting  the  farms 
beyoi^^  the  Eton  was  alreacy  old.  Consequently,  it  was  the  very  living 
conditions  of  the  kolkhozes  that  had  to  be  changed  for  the  better.  The  raykom 
bijro  opted  for  the  more  difficult  yet  the  only  accurate  way  xander  the 
cxrcumstances:  build  roads,  undertake  the  building  of  housing  and  social- 

consumer  projects,  with  the  help  of  strong  nei^ibors,  vhile  at  the  same 
bring  proper  order  in  the  production  links.  It  was  hoped  that  all  of  this 
woiild  revive  the  work  of  the  labor  collectives  and  will  thus  allow  the  full 
diplay  of  the  managers'  organizational  qualities 

That  is  precisely  vhat  happened.  Four  of  the  five  trans-Don  kolkhoz  chairmen 
were  reelected  1.5—2  years  later  vhen  basic  facilities  needed  to  meet  the 
strict  requirements  were  alreacfy  extant.  During  that  first  autumn,  three 
comibined  mechanized  detachments  plowed  the  land,  headed  by  the  chief  of  the 
agricultural  administration,  the  chairman  of  the  rayon  people's  control 
committee  and  the  head  of  the  CPSU  raykom  agricultural  department.  I.G. 
Roslyakov,  the  raykom 's  second  secretary,  spent  his  days  and  nights  at  the 
site.  To  start  the  project  we  gathered  the  best  rayon  mechanizers  for  a 
"drop”  in  this  neglected  part  of  the  rayon.  Obviously,  they  were  missed  in 
their  own  farms  vhich  were  also  doing  in  their  autumn  plowing.  However,  this 
situation  greatly  demanded  the  opposite  example  of  xosual  slovenliness,  for  it 


51 


was  necessary  to  break  immediately  the  passive  attitude  of  the  majority  of  the 
kolkhoz  members  and  to  awaken  the  people's  conscience  and  proprietary  feeling. 

Change  in  mentality  and  a  turn  to  work  methods  aimed  at  enikiring  the 
accelerated  development  of  the  econoirny  and  the  social  infrastructure  are 
inconceivable  without  strict  exig^cy  toward  oneself  and  others  around  us,  and 
without  the  principle-iaihdedness  on  vdiidh  relations  among  party  members  are 
based.  I  believe  that  nothing  harms  the  prestige  of  a  manager,  a  par^  itoiber 
in  particular,  more  than  the  absense  of  fairness  in  critical  evaluations. 
Naturally,  praising  someone  to  excess  is  equally  wrong.  However,  imposing  a 
punishment  regardless  of  the  objective  situation  in  vhich  a  worker  has  made  an 
error  invariably  generates  inner  resentment.  How  could  one  take  to  task 
kolkhoz  chairmen  and  party  buro  secretaries  in  the  trans-Don  farms  most 
strictly,  if  the  rayon  authorities  were  also  largely  to  be  blamed  for  their 
chronic  lagging?  However,  after  things  were  put  in  motion,  it  immediately 
becaii^  clear  that  some  managers  were  obviously  incoaipetent,  others  lacked 
persistence  and  comistency,  others  again  lacked  the  skill  to  work  with  people 
or  were  simply  dishonest;  one  would  send  his  driver  to  wake  vp  the  chief 
specialists  and  brigade  leaders  vhile  he  personally  stayed  home,  pretending  to 
be  already  at  work  vhile  the  others  were  still  sleeping. . .  It  is  true  that 
the  rayon  party  ccanmittee  buro  was  not  unanimous  in  its  opinion  of  them.  Our 
doubts  were  dispelled  by  the  party  and,  subsequently,  the  general  meetings 
held  at  the  kolkhozes,  vhere  the  collectives  refused  a  Vote  of  confidence  to 
their  former  chairman.  This  made  me  realize  once  again  how  unoanpromising  is 
the  assessment  of  the  people  with  vhcm  the  party  memiber— manager  lives  and 
works  day  after  day. 

Yes,  such  Control  is  continuing,  for  any  quality  or  action  of  a  manager  is 
always  noted.  It  is  no  secret,  however,  that  the  views  of  a  collective 
concerning  its  leader  sometimes  lead  to  nothing,  stopping  at  discussions  at 
cigarette  breaks.  Delegates  to  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  emphasized  that  no 
manager  shoiold  be  safe  from  criticism  or  party  responsibilil^.  Public  opinion 
must  "work,"  and  sipply  reliable  feedback  between  managers  and  managed. 

last  year,  in  the  couirse  of  the  acxxjuntability  and  election  campaign  in  the 
party  organizations,  we  asked  more  than  30  party  merribers — managers  and 
specialists  to  report  on  the  fulfillment  of  their  production  ci^ligations  and 
on  meeting  statutory  party  requirements.  Naturally,  this  is  not  the  only  Way 
of  analyzing  the  activities  of  those  entrusted  with  responsible  sectors. 
Today,  however,  this  type  of  control  seems  to  me  to  be  most  energetic  and 
maximally  consistent  with  the  ^irit  of  the  time.  Yes,  such  reports,  vhich 
are  part  of  the  areenal  of  strong  acting  measures,  cannot  be  abused.  Whatever 
one  may  say,  it  is  no  simple  matter  for  any  person  to  stand  i:p  in  public  and 
describe  vhat  motivated  his  thoughts  and  actions.  As  a  rule,  however,  with 
piroper  organization  the  benefit  of  a  frank  discussion  between  a  manager  and 
his  party  comrades,  in  the  miandatory  presence  of  nonparty  activists  at  an  open 
meeting,  are  quite  substantial. 

I  recently  asked  a  raykom  buro  member,  N.  Ya.  Averin,  chairman  of  the  Rossiya 
Kolkhoz,  about  his  feelings  after  sutmitting  such  a  report.  "All  kinds  of 
feelings,  simulataneously, "  Nikolay  Yakovlevich  answered.  This,  I  believe, 
was  a  straight  answer,  for  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  clearly  vhat 
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featxires  of  the  practical,  political  and  moral  aspects  of  the  work  of  a 
manager  vdio  subunits  a  report  become  ti^tly  interwoven  here,  in  the  course  of 
such  discussions.  Ihe  kolkhoz  party  members  accurately  assessed  the  energetic 
attitude  displayed  by  N.  Ya.  Averin  and  his  growing  ccutpetenoe. 
Unquestionably,  these  qualities  of  the  chairman  influenced  the  fact  that 
Rossiya  is  increasing  cxop  yields  and  fulfilled  its  5-year  plan  for  the  sale 
of  meat  and  milk  to  the  government  substantially  ahead  of  schedule.  However, 
at  the  same  time,  using  specific  examples,  his  comrades  proved  to  Nikolay 
Yakovlevich  that  sometimes  he  lacks  restraint  and  tends  to  flaire  rp.  He 
frequaiiUy  undertakes  10  projects  all  at  once,  and  takes  over  from  the 
specialists.  He  pays  insufficient  attenticai  to  work  with  cadres  and  does  not 
seek  together  with  the  party  buro  people  with  promotion  potential.  In  a 
word,  the  chairman  will  have  something  to  think  about  as  he  reads  and  rereads 
the  character  reference  vhich  was  issued  iy  the  kolWioz  party  members ' 
meeting.  I  am  confident  that  each  one  of  its  lines  will  be  very  useful  to 
this  manager  of  vhom  we  espect  a  great  deal. 

It  is  possible  to  improve  the  moral  atmosthere  and  successfully  to  struggle 
against  flattery,  subservience,  intrigues  and  other  similar  phenomena  vhich 
are  contrary  to  the  very  spirit  of  party-mindedness,  only  vhen  the  parly 
members  consciously  and  persistently  defend  the  democratic  standards  of 
communal  life.  Althou^  this  is  an  old  truth,  today  many  of  us  are 
reinterpreting  its  significance  and  comparing  it  with  the  facts  of  daily  life. 

Here  is  one:  A  telephone  call  from  the  agricultural  administration  seeking 
advice:  Somov,  chairman  of  the  Kolkhoz  imeni  S.  M.  Kirov,  has  refused  to 
accept  part  of  his  annual  bonus.  What  to  do?  I  answered:  it  is  his  ri^t 
and,  obviously,  the  money  should  go  to  the  state  treasury.  However,  I  wanted 
to  know  the  reason,  and  the  nert  time  I  met  Nikolay  Yefimovich  I  asked  him 
''^y*  It  turned  out  that  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  desire  to  make  an 
unusual  gesture,  to  show  off.  Somov's  family  is  well-off  and  is  not  eager  for 
more  money.  Ihe  chairman  computed  the  annual  results  and  decided  that  signing 
a  voucher  for  a  grain  bonus  would  be  unfair,  for  neither  was  the  crop  record¬ 
setting  nor  of  exceptional  quality.  As  to  bonuses  for  above-plan  sales  of 
milk,  meat,  potatoes  and  sugar  beets,  in  their  case  the  kolkhoz  indicators  had 
gone  vp,  everyone  had  earned  well  and,  consequently,  the  chairman  himself  had 
a  right  to  a  bonus.  I  was  pleased  for  the  sake  of  the  kolkhoz  members,  for 
they  were  teing  led  by  a  truly  conscientious  person.  I  also  thou^t  that 
Nikolay  Yefimovich's  action  was  dictated  by  the  type  of  behavior  vAiich  had 
been  adopted  by  the  kolMioz  party  meitbers  several  years  ago  and  was  alreacfy 
yielding  substantial  results. 

The  farm  imeni  S.  M.  Kirov  is  located  in  the  trans-Don  area.  From  the  very 
start  of  the  past  5-year  plan  it  ejperiehced  all  the  hardships  of  lack  of 
roads,  marpower  scarcity,  and  low  labor  and  leisure  time  organization 
standards.  However,  after  the  kolkhoz  was  linked  with  the  rayon  center  with  a 
bridge  and  a  motor  vdiicle  track  things  improved  vastly.  What  we  considered 
most  encouraging  was  the  fact  that  from  the  very  beginning  N.  Ye.  Somov  and 
L.P.  Zeleixhukova,  kolkhoz  party  buro  secretary,  had  relied  on  collectivism, 
on  the  development  of  democratic  principles.  Felicity  in  the  competition, 
the  energetic  and  thoughtful  work  of  the  brigade  councils  in  all  production 
subunits  and  the  effectiveness  of  worker  meetings,  in  addition  to  other 
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features  typical  of  the  Kirov  people,  can  be  justifiably  credited  to  the 
kolkhoz  party  organization,  vhidi  was  able  to  find  the  way  to  the  heart  of  its 
fellow  villagers. 

Obvioiasly,  not  least  here  were  the  personal  qucilities  of  the  party  buro 
secretary.  Lyubov  Petrovna  Zelendhukova  may  speak  quietly  but  v4ien  she  does 
eve^one  listens.  For  a  long  time  i^e  was  a  veterinarian.  We  began  to 
notice,  however,  that  she  was  carrying  out  her  party  assignments  not  as  an 
additional  burden  but  as  something  needed  by  her  soul  with  its  generous 
goodness.  As  party  secretary,  without  any  particular  devices  ^e  was  able  to 
make  conscience  rule  the  actions  of  party  members. 

Naturally,  our  purpose  is  not  to  present  matters  in  the  kolkhoz  in  an  ideal 
li^t.  However,  the  atmos^ere  vhich  developed  in  that  farm  leads  us  to  hope 
the  number  of  loafers,  drunks  and  money  grubbers  will  be  steadily 
dimini^ing  here,  for  they  will  be  rejected  by  those  around  them.  Looking  at 
the  practices  of  the  KolWioz  imeni  S.  M.  Kirov  we  see  that  the  most 
significant  progress  has  been  made  collectively,  "by  the  entire  world."  Here, 
vhen  mechanizers  are  certified,  vhen  the  executive  committee  p^tHgiaw  a 
resolution  banning  the  sale  of  alcohol  during  the  sowing  and  harvesting 
seaso^,  vhen  housing  is  allocated  or  vhen  a  hay-mowing  subbotnik  is 
organized,  wi-to  the  participation  of  young  and  old,  everyone  is  aware  of  the 
event,  everything  is  discussed  knowledgeably  and  everything  is  done  in  public. 
Therefore,  any  good  initiative  is  guaranteed  support  and  success.  For 
recently  the  kolkhoz  board  and  party  canmittee  suggested  to  the 
collective  to  do  without  the  help  of  townspeople  in  the  grain  harvest. 
Obviously ,  this  will  require  additional  work  but  the  results  will  be  easier  to 
deteodne  and  the  earnings  will  go  to  the  kolWioz.  It  was  decided  at  the 
meeting  that  it  made  sense  to  rely  on  one’s  own  forces.  It  is  thus  that  cost 
accounting  is  estimated  and  asserted  in  practice. 

Unfortunately,  exarrpl^  of  a  different  nature  may  be  found  in  the  practices  of 
the  rayon  party  organization.  Looking  at  the  personal  files  of  party  members 
and  at  situations  vhich  required,  as  the  saying  goes,  surgical  intervention, 
we  invariably  see  that  the  nutritive  grounds  for  violations  of  statutory 
standards  and  various  official  abuses  are  caused  by  the  weakening  or 
disappear^ce  of  democratic  principles  in  the  activities  of  one  party 
organization  or  another.  let  us  take  as  an  example  the  recent  case  of  account 
^dding  and  theft  discovered  at  the  rayon  department  of  the  state  seed 
inspectorate.  For  several  years  V.G.  Korryu^in,  its  former  chief,  swindled 
the  state,  exaggerating  successes  with  the  seed  stock,  and  appropriating 
fraudul^tly  obtained  funds,  vhile  the  people  around  him,  including  party 
inenibers,  pretended  that  nothing  reprdiensible  was  happening.  Why?  ;Moove  all 
because  "it  was  not  accepted"  to  speak  of  management  style  at  the  seed 
inspectorate  d^)artroent  loudly  and  bluntly.  All  significant  problems  were 
solved  in  secret,  behind  closed  doors.  It  is  precisely  such  secrecy  that 
craates  nutritive  grounds  for  delinquencies  and  conceals  a  variety  of 
violations  of  standards  and  principles  of  socialist  economic  management  and  of 
our  morality.  Naturally,  in  some  cases  the  foundations  of  intraparty 
democracy  ira^t  be  stubbornly  defended  against  the  encroachments  of  people  such 
as  Komyu^in,  vho  has  now  been  ej^pelled  from  the  party.  But  vho  will  start 
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claiming  that  the  way  to  eliminate  difficulties  follcwi^  today  by  the  party 
members  ^buld  be  strewn  with  roses? 

Let  vis  also  mention  briefly  such  a  catalyst  for  account  padding  and 
misrepresentation  as  the  fact  that  the  superior  organization  "e^^jects," 
overtly  or  covertly,  to  receive  favorable  and  pleasing  data.  Such 
ejqpectation,  vhich  is  essentially  hostile  ^  "objective  assessment  of  the  real 
situation,  is  immediately  sensed  by  those  vho  like  to  live  under  the  shadow  of 
fictitious  percentages.  Furthermore,  even  some  honest  people  frequently  yield 
to  the  silent  influence  or  even  pressure  of  statistical  results  "preferred  at 
the  top. "  We  believe  that  total  elimination  of  an  evil  such  as  account 
padding  should  demand  having  maximally  pure  objectives  on  the  part  of  those 
vho  submit  and  receive  informaticai.  "Any  eittoellishment,  not  to  speaOc  of  an 
obvious  lie,"  M.S.  Gorbachev  emphasized  at  the  conference  of  the  party  and 
ecoidmic  alctivs  of  lyumen  and  Tomsk  Oblasts,  "can  only  harm  our  great  cause. 
This  Leninist  behest  must  be  the  standard  of  life  of  our  society."  Yes, 
precisely  so;  the  standard  of  social  life.  Otherwise,  here  and  there 
"producers"  and  "consumers"  of  distorted  data  Will  appehr,  data  vhich,  as  a 
rule,  conceal  a  profound  indifference  to  the  work. 

Of  late  the  party  committees  have  had  to  deal  with  increasing  largency  with  Ihe 
question  of  the  clear  and  substantiated  demarcation  of  &nctions  between  them 
and  economic  and  other  state  and  public  bodies.  A  separate  section  dealing 
with  this  problem  has  been  incerted  in  the  CPSU  statutes.  I  believe  that  all 
of  these  are  quite  important  and  quite  noteworthy  steps.  Actually,  in 
frequent  cases  the  party  secretary  continues  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
economic  manager.  However,  the  reverse  is  frequently  true  as  well:  the  party 
worker  thinks  and  acts  like  an  economic  manager;  occasionally  one  does  not 
knew  vhether  he  is  dealing  with  the  raykem  secretary  or  the  "rayon  director." 
What  is  the  first  duty  of  a  party  worker,  to  vhich  he  should  dedicate  his 
maximal  efforts  and  capabilities?  Making  no  attempt  at  engaging  in  a 
CCTiprehensive  discussion  of  this  most  important  problem,  let  me  share  a  few 
personal  dtservations. 

Any  activity  has  its  specific  jeto  target  and  a  corresponding  set  of  means  and 
methods.  Which  is  the  object  of  management  ty  a  party  oemmittee? 
Unquestionably,  the  totality  of  economic  and  socicpolitical  aspects  of  the 
life  of  the  area,  department,  enterprise,  etc.  However,  vhile  retaining  full 
responsibility  as  a  ruling  party,  we  must  systematically  and  accurately  be 
oriented  toward  political  leader^ip  of  people  working  in  a  specific  sector, 
and  motivate  labor  collectives  and  leading  cadres  to  work  as  demanded  by 
society  at  large.  I  anticipate  the  following  question;  Are  these  objectives 
nOt  formulated  in  the  party's  programmatic  documents,  and  are  they  not  basic 
for  all  rtemtoers  and  party  committees?  Be  that  as  it  may,  in  fact  the  party 
committees  frequently  take  the  beaten  track  of  direct  economic  and 
bureaucratic  administration.  What  is  the  reason  for  such  a  durable  aspiration 
on  our  part  to  replace  political  functions  with  functions  extraneous  to  party 
leadership? 

The  historical  leasOns  vhich  developed  as  a  result  of  the  rigid  centralism, 
vhich  was  the  only  possible  method  under  the  conditions  of  war  and  postwar 
times,  have  been  analyzed  in  sufficient  detail  in  the  press.  Also  noted  has 


been  the  fact  that  a  substantial  percentage  of  party  cadres  like  to  use  in 
their  work  methods  with  vhich  they  became  well  familiar  in  previous  stages  in 
their  careers  as  economic  and  planning  workers.  Furthermore,  as  was  quite 
bluntly  stated  at  the  27th  CESU  Congress,  the  iitperfection  of  the  planning  and 
economic  mechanism  is  constantly  xarging  us  directly  to  interfere  in  economic 
management  practices.  At  this  point,  I  would  like  to  mention  yet  another 
factor  vhich  hinders  the  profound  mastery  of  the  science  and  art  of  political 
management  by  party  leaders  to  the  extent  vhich  our  time  demands  of  us. 

Recently,  rereading  M.  Gorkiy,  I  came  across  a  thou^t  vhich  seemed 
partici^arly  relevant  today;  conservatism  appears  on  the  grounds  of 
convenience.  It  is  indeed  true  that  a  habit  becomes  such  vhen  it  creates  no 
difficulties.  As  to  our  practice  of  engaging  in  direct  economic  dispatching 
activities,  of  handling  rubles,  tons,  hectares,  and  kilometers,  it  is 
frequently  much  more  comfortable  and  simpler  than  studying  the  actions  of  one 
manager  or  another  or  analyzing,  as  Lenin  said,  the  line  of  his  political 
behavior.  I  know  this  from  personal  ejperience  and  from  the  frank  admissions 
of  iry  colleagues.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  simplicity  and  convenience  of 
"economic  methods"  in  party  work? 

I  believe,  above  all,  that  they  ^low  us  to  create  the  appearance  of  engaging 
in  ^ergetic  amd  varied  activities  ^d  the  participation  of  the  party 
committee  in  literally  all  labor  collective  initiatives,  ensuring  a  "paper 
flood"  downwards  and  upwards,  something  vhich  is  considered  in  some  places  as 
the^  virtually  only  material  result  of  party  work.  Secondly,  the  use  of 
administrative  methods  helps  some  workers  to  avoid  long-term  major  problems  by 
plunging  into  the  salutary  current  affairs,  dividing  the  single,  although 
dialectically  ccnplex  and  conflicting,  process  of  development  of  economic  and 
other  areas  of  life  into  "campaigns,"  vhich  can  be  easily  controlled  on  a  day- 
to-day  basis.  Finally,  this  type  of  approach  or,  to  put  it  more  broadly,  this 
style  of  management,  cilso  presumes  corresponding  methods:  flailing  of 
executives,  abusive  criticism  and  dressing  down  economic  managers  over 
trifles.  Ecarikly,  some  party  raykcm  workers  like  such  methods,  for  they  help 
to  release  negative  feelings  vhich,  alas,  abound  in  any  type  of  executive 
work. 

Cfcfviously,  ^  all  of  these  factors  do  not  contribute  in  the  least  to  the 
manifestation  of  creativity  and  initiative  in  primary  party  organizations. 
Furthermore,  th^  promote  nervousness  and  insecurity,  and  increase  the  nuiriber 
of  managers  who,  as  the  saying  goes,  are  nouri^ed  not  by  bread  but  by 
"reports"  or  "certifications."  Clearly,  it  becomes  particularly  crucial  to 
eliminate  such  faults  today,  vhen  the  party  is  systematically  following  the 
line  of  ejpandii^  the  ri^ts  of  labor  collectives  in  all  national  economic 
areas,  ^  vhen  a  single  agroindustrial  complex  is  shaping  up,  the  purpose  of 
vhich  is  to  eliminate  "multiple  cxatimand"  in  agricultural  production. 

Any  "lack  of  moderation"  in  management,  petty  supervision  of  subordinates, 
excessive  zeal  at  someone  else's  expense  and  reliance  on  giving  orders  instead 
of  patiently  working  for  the  comradely  unification  of  people  in  labor  and  in 
■toe  management  of  public  affairs  is  becoming,  in  ity  view,  increasingly 
intolerable  in  relations  among  party  memibers,  party  committees  and  economic 
bodies  and  public  organizations.  Therefore,  it  is  time  seriously  to  undertake 
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to  strengthen  the  type  of  procedure  in  party  work  vSiich  would  exclude  even  the 
slightest  possibility  of  displaying  "shining  successes"  throu^  ostentatious 
speed  and  deliberately  and  purposefully  to  create  conditions  in  vAiich  any 
zealous  "master  of  accountability"  would  begin  to  feel  much  worse  than  someone 
guiding  constructive  processes  farsightedly  and  thoughtfully. 

How  can  we  release  better  and  more  reliably  the  mental  and  spiritual  energy  of 
party  workers  and  relieve  them  from  concerns  alien  to  political  leadership?  A 
number  of  possibilities  exist.  Ifere  is  one:  it  seems  to  me  that  in  recent 
years  regulating  the  work  of  party  raykom  personnel,  such  as  instructors  and 
department  heads,  has  proved  unnecessary  as  a  result  of  the  direct  application 
of  the  "economic  dispatching"  methods  I  mentioned.  Numerous  planning  sessions 
and  personnel  and  "by  invitation  only"  meetings  are  held,  individual  and 
rather  detailed  plans  are  drafted,  usually  described  as  "careative."  However, 
it  is  precisely  the  creative  elements  in  this  cycle  that  are  lacking.  A  close 
consideration  of  most  measures  iirplemented  by  the  raykom  party  personnel 
reveals  them  as  primarily  informtive,  vhile  analytical  prthlems  are  pu^ed 
into  the  background.  "We  submitted  a  reference"  is  the  quite  typical  answer 
of  the  instructor  and,  sometimes,  the  department  head,  a^ed  about  progress  in 
their  assi^ed  sector.  Understandably,  this  approach  triggers  the  real  threat 
that  it  is  a  corrpetition  not  among  activities  but  pieces  of  paper.  Ihe 
latter,  however,  as  we  know,  revives  supporters  of  formalism  and  routine. 

In  an  effort  to  counter  this  trend,  to  begin  with,  we  decided  to  reduce  the 
nuiiber  of  conferences  and  documents  issued  by  the  raykcm  to  the  primary  party 
organizations  drastically,  almost  by  one-half.  What  happened?  De^ite  the 
fears  ejpressed  by  seme  esperienced  raykom  workers,  no  single  indicator  \(hich 
had  previously  been  the  topic  of  long  discussions,  declined.  Furthermore,  the 
economic  managers — ^the  unit  most  closely  subject  to  cenprehensive  control — 
immediately  reacted  by  intensi:^ing  economic  and  educational  work  in  their 
subdivisions.  Primary  party  organization  secretaries  had  more  time  and, 
therefore,  the  possibility  of  lifting  their  efforts  from  desk  work  or 
conference  hall  to  livestock  farm,  shop  or  field.  As  to  the  raykcm  personnel, 
they  too  coi^d  breathe  more  easily  and  to  increase  the  frequency  of  their 
visits  to  their  assigned  collectives.  The  result  was  the  appearance  of  a  much 
greater  number  of  interesting  and  thought-out  suggestions  and  siitply  ideas 
without  viiich  the  reciprocal  enrichment  of  people  pursuing  the  same  objective 
is  inpossible. 

Ihe  second  direction  along  vhich  we  are  trying  to  strengthen  the  creative 
principles  in  the  work  of  the  CPSU  raykom  is  the  use  of  a  system  of  specific 
and  essentially  long-term  assignments,  Which  take  into  consideration  social 
requirements  and  the  inclinations  of  the  specific  individual.  Naturally,  here 
the  approach  is  strictly  individual  and  has  nothing  in  cemmon  with  a  cattpaign. 
Seme  workers  have  enough  strength  only  for  their  official  duties,  vhereas  such 
assignments  are,  in  a  way,  voluntary,  the  ejpression  of  personal  need.  For 
exaitple,  I  may  like  construction  work;  someone  else  finds  it  interesting  to 
participate  in  the  application  of  brigade  forms  of  labor  organization  and 
wages;  others  again  willingly  apply  their  knowledge  and  capabilities  to 
ittprovements  in  verbal  propaganda.  This  leads  to  the  establishment  of  an 
informal  link  between  the  party  worker  and  the  real  sectors  in  life,  based  on 
inner  needs. 
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Hie  natural  question  here  is  the  following:  does  this  pertain  to  party 
representatives,  v4io  have  long  been  judged  unnecessary?  No,  we  abandoned  the 
system  of  r^resentatives  in  our  rayon  once  and  for  all.  The  pernicious 
effect  of  their  work  was  that  their  actions  encouraged  the  instant  approach  to 
conplex  problems,  vhich  frequently  deprived  labor  collectives  of  the  autonanoy 
without  vhich  no  talent  can  truly  florid.  By  assigning  to  a  party  raykom 
worker  sponsorship  over  a  project  or  process  (naturally,  this  does  not  apply 
to  seasonal  campaigns) ,  we  try  to  strengthen  in  the  person  his  efficiency,  to 
develop  a  feeling  of  responsibility  aiKi  the  skill  to  provide  political 
guidance  in  resolving  major  problems.  Available  ej^jerience  indicates  that  on 
the  rayon  level  it  is  entirely  possible  to  cxmibine  such  activities  with  basic 
official  duties.  Furthermore,  this  develops  inutual  respect  in  relations  among 
raykom  personnel  as  v/ell  as  corrpetitiveness  without  vhich,  I  believe,  no 
creativity  is  possible. 

Party-political  work  free  from  a  reality  saturated  with  econoomic  problems  is 
inconceivable.  Today  more  than  ever  before  the  party  worker  must  have  a 
profound  kncwledge  of  national  economic  problems.  He  must  be  totally 
ocatpetent  in  specialized  areas  of  knowledge.  If  necessary,  he  must  be  rea(^ 
energetically  to  influence  production.  With  all  this,  however,  I  believe  that 
the  end  result  of  his  work  does  not  lie  in  strictly  econcmic  indicators  but  in 
the  moral  and  ^litical  state  of  labor  collectives,  vhich  predetermines  their 
progress.  Hiis,  essentially,  is  our  objective  in  maximally  concretizing  some 
of  the  concerns  of  one  party  worker  or  another  for  the  sake  of  greater 
clarity. 

In  thinking  of  the  ways  and  means  of  resolving  the  tremendously  conplex  and 
significant  problems  of  the  12-to  5-Year  Plan,  many  among  us  look  back  at  the 
last  accountability  and  election  campaign  in  the  party  organizations.  As 
elsevhere  in  the  country,  this  campaign  became  an  essential,  a  turning  point 
in  the  life  of  the  rayon  party  mernbers.  In  almost  20  years  of  party  work  I  do 
not  recall  the  level  of  activeness  with  vhich  the  discussion  on  crucial 
changes  and  means  of  progress  was  held  last  autumn.  Suffices  it  to  say  that  in 
our  rayon^  more  than  98  percent  of  the  party  members  showed  vp  at 
acxxamtability  and  election  meetings;  some  400  suggestions  aimed  at  improving 
the  econcmic  and  social  areas,  ideological  work  and  many  other  spheres  of 
party  committee  activities  were  received  frcm  the  3,000  members  of  the  rayon 
party  organization. 

Ihe  depth  and  substantiation  of  a  significant  share  of  the  views  expressed  by 
the  party  members  were  impressive.  Personally,  I  would  particularly  like  to 
note  the  following  feature  of  the  accountability  and  election  conferences  I 
had  the  opportunity  to  attend:  a  noticeable  inclination  shown  by  the  pe<ple 
for  broad  pvblici^  of  all  aspects  of  management.  This  is  understandable,  for 
the  democratization  of  social  life  is  reaching  today  incxeasingly  deeper 
strata  and  the  rank-and-file  ccmimunists  and  all  working  people  not  only  can 
but  must  be  familiar  with  the  power-exercise  mechanisms,  for  this  is  direcbly 
related  to  their  basic  interests  and  private  lives.  That  is  vhy  again  and 
again  we  are  concerned  by  the  main  problem:  vhat  is  being  acxcmpli^ed  in 
each  assigned  sector  and  is  it  being  accomplii^ed  in  such  a  way  that  practical 
actions  are  ccnsistent  with  the  hopes  of  the  pecple  and  that  the  work  of  the 
party  organizations  and  labor  collectives  is  filled  with  individual 
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initiative,  in  the  v/ay  that  a  river  is  fed  by  hunchreds  of  streams.  Hie  basic 
concepts  formulated  at  the  27th  CESU  Ctongress  on  way  of  changing  the 
socioeconomic  situation  in  the  countryside  require  immediate  and  energetic 
action  not  only  on  the  rayon  and  oblast  nanagement  levels  but  on  a  national 
scale.  Ihe  political  stipulations  of  the  highest  party  forum  must  be  quickly 
and  qualitatively  converted  into  standard-setting  documents  of  the  USSR 
Gosplan,  USSR  Gosagroprora  and  all  ministries  and  departments,  which  largely 
formulate  the  "technology”  of  the  iiiplementation  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
party  congress.  I  am  convinced  that  the  responsibility  and  efficiency  in  the 
work  of  state  planning  and  management  bodies  will  yield  increasing  results 
throu^  the  activities  of  htindreds  of  thousands  of  labor  collectives. 

As  to  the  specific  procedure  for  blending  together  the  efforts  and  intereste 
of  large  numbers  of  people  and  firmly  combining  party-political  with  economic 
work  methods,  I  believe  that  the  approach  here  is  the  one  vhich  was  tested  a 
himd-TAd  times  over  in  the  early  stages  of  our  party  and  state  construction: 
not  all  problems  are  resolved  by  voting.  However,  all  of  them  without 
exception  must  be  discussed  collectively.  The  efficiency  of  this  Leninist 
principle  is  always  self-evident.  For  example,  this  year's  plan  of  the 
rayon's  farms  is  quite  stressed.  As  to  the  second  part  of  the  familiar 
stipulation  that  "it  is  realistic,"  we  clarified  it  in  accordance  with  the 
rule  adopted  in  the  rayon;  we  acquainted  the  economic  managers  and  the  party 
aktiv  with  the  plan,  gave  them  time  to  think  about  it  and  gathered  them  for  a 
collective  study. 

The  discussion  vhich  took  place  was  profound  and  mature.  UnderstaMably, 
feelings  were  displayed  vhile  farm  chairmen  and  directors  were  distributing 
among  themselves  assignments  dealing  with  one  "rayon"  indicator  or  another. 
This,  however,  did  not  hinder  the  work.  Nor  did  the  primary  party 
organization  secretaries  lose  any  time.  They  immediately  drew  tp  a  list  of 
measures  vhich  would  help  to  apply  the  new  equipment,  enhance  cadre  skills  and 
ensure  the  conbativeness  of  party  groups. 

The  27th  CPSU  Congress  formulated  a  strategy  for  accelerating  our  country's 
developonent  during  an  ectremely  crucial  stage  in  history,  laying  the  beginning 
of  radical  change  in  all  aspects  of  Soviet  social  life.  The  task  now  is 
conprdiensively  to  get  to  work,  to  do  the  difficult  and  complex  work  vhich 
will  demand  of  all  of  us  our  total  efforts  and  capabilities.  No  other  way 
^ists  or  could  exist,  for  the  extent  of  results  is  always  determined  in  the 
Leninist  Party  by  the  extent  of  the  unity  between  mobilizing  words  and  real 
accomplishments. 
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TO  TEUNK  AND  WORK  IN  A  NEW  WAY:  CONGRESS  DELEGATES  SPEAK 


RESERVES  OF  WORKER  INITIATIVE 

Moscow  KCMMDNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  56-58 

[Article  by  Hero  of  Socialist  Labor  CPSU  CJentral  Committee  Member  A.  Korolev, 
head  of  a  lathe  cperators'  brigade,  Ural  Heavy  Machine  Building  Plant  imeni 
Sergo  Ordzhonikidze] 

[Text]  First  of  all  let  me  single  out  the  followir^  stipulation  ej^ressed  in 
the  CPSU  (Oentral  Committee  political  report  to  the  27th  CPSU  Congress, 
submitted  by  Comrade  M.S.  Gorbachev:  "As  we  know,  any  reorganization  of  the 
econcfftiic  mechanism  begins  with  a  reorganization  of  the  consciousness,  a 
rejection  of  existing  mental  and  practical  stereotypes,  and  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  n®^  tasks."  This  concept  and  Mikhail  Sergeyevich's  words 
on  cases  of  mrhythmical  work  by  our  enterprises  unwittingly  raised  the 
followup  Question:  Is  the  overfulfillment  of  the  plans  of  individual  workers 
and  entira  brigades  always  necessary  in  an  enterprise?  M^y  of  ray  colleagues, 
turners  in  machine  building  plants,  will  unquestionably  answer  in  the  negative 
and  xiJDuld  be  right.  The  parts  vhich  the  worker  has  turned  above  his  quota  are 
truly  necessary  if  they  are  used,  if  they  help  the  ^op  to  assemble  a  machine 
ihe  plan.  If  such  parts  are  taken  to  the  warehouse,  as  a  reserve,  as 
they  say,  vhere  they  gather  rust,  result  of  such  shock  work  are  few. 
Naturally,  la^er  conditions  in  vhich  there  is  shortage  of  machine-tool  workers 
in  most  machine  building  enterprises,  overfulfilling  assignments  is  one  of  the 
means  of  the  available  personnel  to  fulfill  the  plan.  This,  however,  f^r«a<=!  not 
eliminate  the  essential  question  of  how  to  "include"  such  overfulfillment  in 
the  work  rhythm  of  the  entire  plant? 

An  atterrpt  to  solve  this  problem  was  made  by  our  brigade.  Last  5-year  period 
we  began  to  draft  annual  socialist  obligations  vhich  not  simply  exceeded  the 
planned  assignments  but  did  so  by  specific  amounts,  taking  as  a  starting  point 
the  level  already  reached,  the  enterprise's  plan  and  the  turners'  individual 
possibilities. 

By  Uralmash  standards,  our  collective  is  experienced.  The  labor  seniority  of 
the  turners  ranges  between  15  and  30  years.  Everyone  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  equipment  and  with  technological  and  procurement  bottlenecks.  The 
people  also  have  their  views  on  ways  to  perfect  machining.  Having 
collectively  analyzed  everything,  we  saw  that  an  annual  increase  in  labor 
productivity  of  15-20  percent  was  possible. 
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What  type  of  reserves  did  we  find?  Reorganization  was  one  of  them.  We  have 
worked  as  a  brigade  for  many  years.  We  have  becone  accustomed  to  a  three- 
shift  schedule  (shifts  take  over  without  stxipping  the  machines) ,  based  on  a 
single  order;  wages  are  based  on  individual  contribution.  However,  the  type 
of  output  of  our  association  is  special.  Ihe  parts  for  excavators,  grinding 
and  canashing  equipment,  and  drilling  systems  vhich  we  machine  are  big, 
wei^iing  several  tons  each.  Hiat  is  vhy  the  turner  must  have  an  assistant  to 
help  him  set  and  fasten  the  part  to  the  lathe.  The  turner  is  kept  busy 
throughout  the  shift  vhile  his  assistant  has  a  great  deal  of  free  time.  After 
helping  to  set  the  semifinished  part  and  to  fasten  it,  and  after  measuring 
it  several  times  and  removing  the  shavings,  he  can  sit  down  and  rest.  But  vhy 
should  the  assistant  not  assume  part  of  the  responsible  operations,  we  asked? 

To  begin  with,  for  the  boy  this  means  learning,  mastering  the  skill  of  the 
turner  faster.  In  that  case  the  brigade  would  not  hold  him  back  but  would 
recommend  him  for  independent  work  in  another  collective.  Secondly,  a  turner 
with  such  an  assistant  could  service  not  one  but  several  machine-tools. 
Correspondingly,  the  question  of  v?ages  could  be  reconsidered. 

This  facilitated  conversion  to  multiple  machine-tool  work.  One  turner  with 
two  assistants  per  shift  were  released.  Nine  instead  of  12  people  were  able 
to  handle  three  lathes. 

We  also  earmarked  some  technological  iirproveraents  vhich  enable  xas  to  make 
fuller  use  of  the  possibilities  of  the  equipment,  such  as  doing  some  milling 
work  on  a  lathe.  Designers  from  the  Uralmash  Scientific  Research  Institute, 
to  vhom  we  turned,  helped  us  to  siirpli^  the  calibration  of  the  devices  needed 
for  using  the  suitable  attachments.  jt 

The  main  feature  v?as  the  reorganized  planning  of  brigade  vrork  in  accordance 
with  socialist  obligations  and  enterprise  plans.  Previously  we  vfere  issued  a 
monthly  assignment  on  the  basis  of  vhich  we  were  assigned  tools,  power 
resources,  etc.  It  vras  considered  that  overfulfilling  obligations  v/as  a 
strictly  personal  matter.  We  made  a  different  decision;  a  rhythm  is  needed 
in  order  to  work  truly  efficiently  and  not  "for  the  vrardiouse.”  Based  on  our 
obligations,  the  brigade  is  issued  shift-daily  assignments  amended  on  the 
basis  of  procurements  of  semifini^ed  parts  and  the  work  schedule  of  assembly 
shops. 

The  shop's  chief  and  its  economists  showed  an  interest  in  this  suggestion,  for 
such  a  system  would  eliminate  the  traditional  rushing  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
vhen  the  turner  runs  to  the  neighboring  shop  to  "pick  semifinished  parts, 
vhile  assembly  workers  stand  "on  guard"  ty  his  tool  in  order  to  pick  the 
finished  part  sooner.  However,  this  also  meant  converting  from  monthly  to 
weekly  and  shift-daily  planning,  recording  output  on  a  daily  basis,  analyzing 
losses  and  reorganizing  ties  with  procurement  services.  Seme  heads  of  sectors 
and  services  developed  a  negative  attitiade  toward  the  suggestion,  jxastifiably 
seeing  in  it  possible  "further  vrark."  However,  at  the  shop  parl^  meeting, 
vhere  the  initiative  was  discussed,  vfe  were  si:5)ported  by  the  party  buro  and 
the  majority  of  party  members.  Furthermore,  other  brigades  began  to  organize 
their  v/ork  similarly  and  to  review  their  ctoligations. 
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Our^  collective  fulfilled  its  11th  5-Year  Plan  in  less  than  4  years.  In  1985 
we  increased  labor  productivity  by  23  percent.  By  the  end  of  last  year,  more 
than  1,000  brigades  in  the  association  were  following  "our"  method.  ■  This 
contributed  to  the  fast  reorganization  of  the  shops  according  to  the  system  of 
the  economic  ejqjeriment  and,  despite  the  scarcity  of  machine-tool  workers, 
enabled  Uralmash  successfully  to  fulfill  its  stressed  plans  for  the  final  year 
of  the  5-year  plan. 

Ihe  resolutions  of  the  congress  face  the  association  as  a  viiole  and  everyone 
of  wi-a  new  responsible  tasks.  This  "plant  of  plants,"  which,  determines  to 
a  significant  extent  the  work  of  many  economic  sectors  throughout  the  country, 
must  be  restructured  ^  such  a  way  as  to  hasten  the  development  of  new 
equipm^t  consistent  with  the  highest  achievements  of  machine  building 
worldwide.  Our  brigade  as  well  earmarked  its  long-term  developments  within 
this  reorganization.  In  1986  labor  productivity  will  be  incareased  by  yet 
pother  18  percent  and  the  quality  of  machined  parts  will  be  drastically 
mproved.  Since  the  old  possibilities  will  clearly  be  unable  to  ensure  such  a 
work  level  to  ite  fullest  ext^t,  we  turned  to  the  scientists  and  specialists 
in  the  scientific  r^earch  institute  of  our  association  with  the  request  to 
croperate^  in  perfecting  equipment,  tools  and  technologies.  They  supported 
this  ^itiative.  ^  The  brigade  and  the  creative  groups  set  up  at  the  institute 
immediately  identified  the  bottlenecks  and  jointly  undertook  to  look  for  ways 
to  eliminate  them.  We  also  concluded  a  socialist  competition  contract  with 
related  workers — with  the  ccmprehensive  consolidated  brigade  at  the 

procurem^t  shop,  headed  by  V.  Zhigalin.  That  is  vhy  to  me  Mikhail 
Sergeyevich  Gorbachev's  words  to  the  effect  that  "the  strict  observance  of 
cooperated  procurements  is  the  obligation  of  labor  collectives  and  an 
management  units"  sounded  like  a  precise  presentation  of  our  vital  problems, 
ccmpetition  rules  the  stipulation  of  upgrading  procurement  quality 
am  rhythm  is  essential.  Together  with  the  related  brigade  we  fulfilled  our 

obli^tions  and  on  the  day  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  opened  we  completed  our 
quarterly  plan. 

At  the  end  of  each  shift,  as  I  turn  over  the  cperating  machine-tools  to  ray 
ccm^de,  I  make  notes  in  my  brigade  leader's  notebook.  In  it  I  record  the 
work  of  each  one  of  us,  day  after  day.  At  that  point  I  do  not  think  of  the 
jrork  alone.  Tum^  M.  Gorbachev,  R.  Khabibov  and  I  became  friends  a  long 
time  ago.  This  friendship  extends  to  our  families  as  well.  We  share  joys  and 
concern  and  try  to  help  one  another  in  everything.  Every  year  a  considerable 
percentage  of  our  collective — our  assistants — is  replaced.  Having  acquired 
ejp^ience  and  skill,  having  realized  their  personal  responsibility  for 
assignments,  they  beccmie  independent  workers.  We  take  over  novices  and  begin 
all  over  again.  Naturally,  this  is  not  easy  but  we  realize  that  today  it  is 
v^y  rn^rtant  to  help  young  people  to  acquire  good  labor  training,  vhich  will 
help  the  plant  in  gaining  skilled  turners  at  a  faster  rate. 

Scmetti^  else  vhich,  in  ity  view,  is  most  important  is  that  endless 
p^sibilities  for  worker  initiative  in  seeking  ways  of  upgrading  production 
efficiency  exist.  Who  better  than  we  can  know  the  difficulties  and  obstacles 
of  the  :ob  and  in  our  work  place?  Who  if  not  we  can  help  the  engineer  and 
designer  better  to  find  his  way  in  the  search  and  testing  of  technical 
innovations  vhich  are  so  greatly  needed  today?  This  is  an  inejdiaustible 
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reserve.  Hcjwever,  we  must  always  retnerriber  that  I,  you,  the  collective,  can 
resolve  any  problem  if  we  do  not  wait  for  someone  else  to  lesolve  it  but 
ourselves  act  daringly,  with  initiative,  carefully.  !Ihis  is  vJiat  the  27th 
CPSU  CJongress  asked  us  to  do. 
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WORK  CONSCIENTIOUSLY 


Moscow  KCMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar-  86)  jp  58-60 

[Article  V.  Sarayeva,  weaver  at  the  Ivanovo  Blended  Yam  Combine  imeni  K.I. 

Frolov,  bearer  of  the  Labor  Glory  Order  second  and  third  class,  city  soviet 
deputy]  '  ^ 

[T^]  I  was  filled  with  pride  as  I  listened  to  the  CPSU  Central  Committee 
^litic^  reports  to  the  27th  Party  Congress  and  the  delegates'  speeches, 
where,  in  vhat  other  country,  is  the  working  person  so  honored! 

I  grew  xsp  in  Ivanovo  Oblast  on  the  Volga.  Since  childhood  I  bad  heard  a  great 
deal  about  weavers  Yevdokiya  and  Mariya  Vinogradov.  That  is  vhy  I  enrolled  in 
me  vocational  technical  school  in  Vichuga,  today  named  after  one  of  me 
initiators  of  me  Stakhanov  movement  in  me  textile  industry.  I  men 
ccarpleted  my  practi^  training  at  me  very  same  sector  in  me  i^inning  and 
Weavu^  Factory  imeni  V.P.  Nogin,  vhere  my  great  fellow--countrywcjnen  set  meir 
records  in  me  1930s. 

^signed  to  me  Blended  Yam  Combine  imeni  K.I.  Frolov,  in  Ivanovo,  I 
immediately  plunged  into  work  wim  my  entire  youthful  energy.  i  did  not  want 
to  let  down  mose  vho  had  become  actively  involved  in  my  work.  T  tried  to 
work  as  I  had  been  taught  by  my  instructors  and  as  was  the  old  custom  in  my 
family,  vhere  mere  were  seven  of  us  and  vheTe  work  and  industriousness  were 
revered  above  anything  else. 

Standing  by  me  looms,  I  would  forget  everything  but  me  work.  Not  ev^ything 
w^t  smoothly  at  first,  particularly  vhen  me  technological  regimen  was 
^sturbed.  However,  vhat  a  tremendous  satisfaction  I  felt  by  correcting  any 
h^dup  in  my  "weaver's  nest."  The  loans  would  rhythmically  click  around  ine 
and  I  would  move  among  mem  as  mough  on  wings.  What  an  influx  of  strengm  I 
felt  vhenever  I  would  be  encouraged  and  my  zeal  praised  at  that  moment!  i 
VTOUld  want  to  do  better  and  more,  and  would  become  more  confident  in  my  own 
forces.  It  is  mi^  mat  I  gained  ejperience  and  gradually  ejpanded  my  work 
area  to  16  double-widm  looms,  vhich  was  double  me  norm,  as  a  result  of  vhich 
I  was  able  to  fulfill  10  annual  assignments  during  the  lim  5-Year  Plan.  The 
sarnie  level  w^  reamed  by  pinners  Nina  Vasilyevna  Toporina,  Raida  Fedorovna 
Sokolova,  Galina  Dmitriyevna  Terekhina,  Lyudmila  Vasilyevna  Galysheva  and  Vera 
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Pirikina,  ity  yoiong  relief  worker.  At  our  enterprise  more  than  900  textile 
workers  were  able  to  fulfill  their  individual  5-year  plans  ahead  of  sciiedule. 

Unfortunately,  however,  ty  no  means  does  everyone  Work  like  this.  I  recall 
the  following  case;  Assistant  Foreman  V.P.  Malafeyev  was  summoned  to  the 
^op's  party  buro  and  asked  to  transfer  to  a  laggii^  brigade.  Vitaliy 
Petrovidi  turned  to  me:  "Will  you  help  me  in  the  new  job?"  How  to  refuse? 
We  went  to  the  new  work  place  and  v^t  did  we  see?  Broken  ip  looms, 
carelessly  set  warp,  dust  and  dirt  everyvAiere.  I  asked  ityself  vSiat  were  the 
people  here  doing  before  we  came?  A  good  thing  was  that  the  assistant  foreman 
was  outstanding.  He  was  always  busy  fixing  and  repairing  parts.  If  a  major 
breakdown  occurred,  he  would  not  relax  until  he  had  found  the  trouble  and 
corrected  it.  As  a  result  of  sucii  an  attitude,  2  months  later  our  new  conplex 
became  frontranking. 

What  about  Malafeyev's  predecessor?  Was  he  puni^ed?  No,  he  was  sittply 
transferred  to  another  section.  Hie  time  has  come  to  consider:  is  this  not 
one  of  the  main  reasons  for  viiich  some  pecple  plunge  into  the  work  vdiereas 
others,  if  not  cbviously  idling,  are  at  best  cool  toward  their  assignment. 
Nothing  can  be  gotten  out  of  such  pecple  and  everything  is  useless.  In  order 
to  eliminate  such  indifference  to  the  work,  everyone  must  know  v\hat  everyone 
else  has  produced  and  how,  vhere  was  an  error  made  and  vho  made  it,  and  vho 
was  punished  for  carelessness.  The  key  item  here  is  the  brigade  labor 
organization  method,  about  vhich  a  great  deal  was  said  at  the  congress.  This 
is  the  dominant  method  in  our  ooonnbine.  Ihe  study  of  the  work  of  new  type 
brigades  indicated  that  the  discipline  strengthened  and  the  level  of  order  and 
organization  iitproved  in  such  labor  collectives. 

However,  we  were  not  satisfied  with  our  achievements.  The  laboratory  for 
scientific  organization  of  labor  and  production  management  summed  rp 
suggestions  submitted  by  workers  and  specialists  and  earmarked  a  program  for 
further  iitproving  brigade  work.  What  were  the  results? 

Until  reb^tlyi  the  following  could  be  frequently  noticed  in  our  shop:  the 
weaver  would  remove  a  bobbin  from  the  loom  although  some  10  or  even  more  loops 
of  good  yam  remained,  and  would  toss  it  in  the  spare  container.  If  I  asked 
"vhy  are  you  tiding  a  semifinished  item  into  waste?"  the  answer  would  be  the 
following;  "I  am  responsible  not  for  the  yam  but  for  a  nurtber  of  ineters  of 
fabric.  If  I  were  to  wait  for  the  end  of  the  spool  I  would  loose  time  and  one 
of  the  looms  would  stop."  Today  this  has  been  practically  eliminated:  fou^ 
fifths  of  all  weaving  brigades  have  been  converted  to  cost  accounting.  Their 
work  is  itiMidatorily  assessed  on  the  basis  of  raw  and  other  material  outlays. 
Last  year  alone  our  brigade  was  able  to  save  about  7  tons  of  yam.  The  entire 
weavers'  collective  sav^  450  tons,  or  as  much  as  we  need  for  a  full  week  of 
three-shiftwork. 

Hie  question  of  ipgrading  labor  productivity  and  work  quality  was  again 
sharply  raised  at  the  party  congress.  Today  it  has  become  clear  ttot 
essential  changes  can  be  made  here  only  if  everyone  would  begin  by  asking 
first  of  all  himself:  "What  have  I,  personally,  contributed  to  this  effect?" 
Material  in  addition  to  moral  steps  ^ould  be  taken  in  the  case  of  those  vhose 
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worker  conscience  has  not  been  awakened, 
waste-makers  in  their  pocketbook! 


It  is  hi^  time  to  hit  loafers  and 


let  ne  ^so  ask  the  following:  is  it  always  right  to  demand  of  us  to  increase 
ou^ut  :m  terms  of  pieces  or  meters?  In  some  stores  the  shelves  are  bending 
umer  piles  of  ^oes;  elseviiere,  we  see  piles  of  carelessly  made  clothing;  in 
^era  again  one  is  offered  faded  fabrics.  No  one  is  buying  such  items. 
M^n^le,  the  ^oe,  clothing  and  textile  conveyer  belts  are  continuing  to 
produce  i^ecessary  objects  for  the  sake  of  "gross  output."  This  notorious 
gross  output"  is  quite  enduring!  C3bviously,  the  entire  trouble  is  that  some 

re^nsible  positions,  are  totally  unable  to 
abam^  -^e  ot^lete  thinking  stereotype  according  to  vAiich  volume  instead  of 
qimilY  indicators  is  the  cornerstone.  How  timely  did  Mikhail  Sergeyevich 
Gorchev  say  from  the  rostrum  of  the  27th  Congress  that  today  "what  will 
nBtl^  irast  wni  mt  gross  output  but  the  quantity,  variety  and  quality  of 
goods,  viuch  is  what  the  people  need."  ^ 

^e  Swiet  pecple  ejqject  of  the  textile  workers  not  simply  '•meters"  but 

quality  fabrics,  pleasing  to  the  eyes  of  the  customers.  To 
a^citpli^  this,  everyone  of  us  must  work  at  his  job  with  his  entire  strength 
the  highest  possible  level.  I,  for  example,  had  fulfilled  my 
fo^-month  ^signment  in  2  months  by  the  time  the  27th  Congress  opened.  I  do 
not  intend  to  slow  down  in  the  future.  This  is  made  incumbent  vpon  me  by  my 

duty  as  a  delegate  to  the  27tt  Congress  and  my  worker's  conscience.  If 


everyone  of  us  would  do  everything  possible, 
our  homeland  be! 


how  mucli  richer  and  stronger  will 
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THE  PBOPIE  SET  THEIR  CWN  TASKS 

Moscow  KCMOCnST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  jp  60-61 

[Article  by  M.  Kasenova,  head  of  crop-growing  tractor  brigade,  Kenashchinskiy 
Sovkhoz,  Kokchetav  Oblast,  Enbekshilderskiy  rayon  part^  cooniiiittee  buro  member] 

[Text]  An  \psurge  in  agricultural  production  and  drastically  increasing  the 
efficiency  and  quality  of  the  work  of  the  agroindustrial  complex,  these  most 
important  problems  in  contemporary  economic  strate^,  were  profoundly  and 
coitprdtiensively  considered  in  the  CPSU  Central  Conmitbee  political  report  to 
the  27th  Carntnunist  Party  Congress,  submitted  by  Comrade  M.S.  Gorbachev,  the 
report  fcy  N.I.  I^zhkov,  USSR  Comcil  of  Ministers  chaipran,  on  Basic 
Directions  in  the  Economic  and  Social  Development  of  the  USSR  in  1986-1990  and 
the  Period  Until  the  Year  2000,  and  the  speech  }y/  Comrade  V.S.  MuraWiovskiy, 
USSR  Gosagrpprom  chairman.  It  was  particularly  emphasized  at  the  congress 
that  despite  the  entire  importance  of  strengthening  the  material  and  technical 
foundations  for  crop  growing  and  animal  husbandry,  the  person,  the  rural 
worker,  was,  is  and  will  remain  the  main  booster  of  progress,  its  soul. 

The  accuracy  of  this  formulation  of  the  prc*)lem  is  entirely  confirmed  by  our 
sovkhoz's  ejperience.  Promoting  the  human  factor  and  simply  excluding  all 
manifestations  of  lanconscientiousness,  carelessness  and  n^ligence  was  the 
main  topic  of  the  statements  by  party  memibers  at  the  winter  agricultural 
training  organized  by  the  sovkhoz  party  committee.  In  this  connection,  a 
great  deal  was  said  about  improving  the  brigade  contracting  method  in  our 
sovkhoz. 

Two  years  ago,  the  administration  and  the  party  committee  recommended  to  me 
that  I  head  a  tractor-crop-growing  brigade  and  not  only  simply  to  head  it  but 
to  reorganize  the  work.  Frankly,  I  did  not  accept  immediately,  for  it  was  a 
question  of  becoming  the  head  of  a  collective  in  vdiich  I  had  developed  as  a 
mechanizer.  In  13  years  I  had  learned  to  drive  farm  tractors  of  virtually  all 
makes  and  handle  a  grain  harvester  (in  one  season,  not  so  long  ago,  I  had 
thredied  10,000  quintals  of  grain;  by  Kazakhstan  virgin  land  tradition,  this 
accomplishment  is  considered  a  mechanizer 's  graduation  diploma) .  However,  I 
had  no  ej^jerience  in  management  or  knowledge  of  the  basics  of  agricultural 
economy  and  planning  on  the  brigade  level.  This  was  one  of  the  reasons  for 
vtiich  I,  a  mother  of  three,  took  a  correi^ndence  course  at  the  Kokchetav 
branch  of  the  Tselinograd  Agricultural  Institute. 
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!!l  in  the  farm  to  adopt  the  brigade  contracting  method  and 

returns  came  une^^jectedly  fast.  That  year  the  people  in  the  village 
^t  ^  mechanizers  had  become  more  efficient  and  enterprising.  While 
other  bri^des  were  discussing  vSio  would  harrow  and  v^o  would  care  for  the 
already  assigned  duties  and  cultivated  several  dozen  hectares, 
plowing  1  day  before  our  neighbors  and  were  able  to  remove  the 
wi^s  before  sowing.  Our  success  was  based  on  the  combination  of  such  "pettv" 

matters;  our  harvest  from  each  of  the  6,674  hectares  was  above  sovJdioz 
average  and  our  production  costs  were  lower.  sovxnoz 

P^oi^  int^e^  in  the  success  of  the  common  project  and  intolerance  of 
^  appeared.  At  one  point,  v^ile  one  shift 

bmiifih?^+S  frOT  ^ther,  one  of  the  most  ejq^erienoed  of  our  mechanizers 
brouc^t  to  tte  field  a  comrade  working  the  neighboring  plot  and  publicly 
emaMed:  don't  let  him  do  the  sowing  or  make  him  work  properly.  He 

IS  af^  g^  output  and  I  don't  like  this. . ."  The  brigade  cour^il^L  in 

“ectoizers—partY  members  L. 
oth^-decided  to  take  this  fact  into  consideration  in 
dete^mg  tlie  labor  participation  coefficient.  We  also  reminded  the 

of  t*e  fact  that  with  the  present  increase  in  labor 
sl^S^c^^ig^^  brigade  could  also  do  with  fewer  people.  Results  were  not 


^  brigade  we  were  able  to  determine  our  possibilities 
^  iiie  resulte  of  our  joint  efforts.  in  honor  of  the 

27^^  larty  Confess  our  collective  assumed  the  socialist  obligation  of 

laS^^^e^^ll^Slfd?r  extremely  poor  and  infertile  saline 

aS^eleStfS"tS"27S  as  a  party 
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ALLIED  WnH  SCIENCE 

Moscow  RaMJNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  M^  86)  pp  62-66 

[Article  by  O.  Bokeriya,  first  secretary  of  the  Georgian  CP  Gardabanskiy 
Raykom] 

[Text]  The  political  report  of  the  CESU  Central  Committee  to  the  27th  Party 
Congress  set  a  problem  vhidi  we  must  resolve  within  the  shortest  possible 
time;  meeting  the  full  needs  of  the  country  for  food.  This  will  call  for 
significantly  improving  the  socioeconomic  situation  in  the  countryside  and 
creating  conditions  for  the  more  extensive  production  intensification  and 
guaranteed  food  procurements.  It  is  absolutely  clear  that  the  tremendous  work 
which  awaits  us  is  inconceivable  without  close  cooperation  between  agriculture 
and  a  great  variety  of  scientific  sectors. 

Thanks  to  long  persistent  and  purposeful  work  done  by  the  rayon  party 
organization  to  set  i:^)  such  cooperation,  today  we  are  witnessing  a  substantial 
elimination  of  inertia  and  indifference  toward  scientific  achievements  on  the 
part  of  our  rayon  working  people.  Our  Gardabanskiy  Rayon  is  now  known  as  the 
republic's  testing  grounds  for  progressive  scientific  thinking.  However,  we 
do  not  tend  to  overestimate  achievements  and  clearly  see  that  the  barrier  of 
mistrust  in  science  remains.  It  will  be  eliminated  the  sooner,  the  faster  we 
are  able  to  convince  one  and  all  that  the  use  of  science  is  beneficial  to  the 
individual  worker,  to  the  farm  and  to  society  as  a  vhole,  and  that  the 
extensive  use  of  the  results  of  scientific  thinking  can  drastically  rpgrade 
production  efficiency  and  make  work  for  oneself  and  society  much  more 
profitable. 

This  conclusion  is  convincingly  confirmed  by  facts.  The  senior  generation 
remembers  vhat  the  land  in  today's  Gardabanskiy  Rayon  was  like  not  so  long 
ago;  sickly  grass  in  ^ring,  a  lifeless  sun-bumed  st^pe  in  summer  grazed  by 
a  few  herds  of  ^eep.  The  poor  Gardaban  soil  could  be  improved  only  through 
the  extensive  and  stubborn  efforts  of  thousands  of  people,  including  the  party 
workers.  The  land  reclamation  workers  were  the  first  to  take  rp  the  project 
by  building  the  Samgorskaya  irrigation  system,  after  vhich  the  rayon  was  able 
to  grow  grain,  vegetable  and  grapes  and  develop  beef  and  dairy  animal 
hurtandry.  The  importance  of  this  situation  can  be  easily  understood  by 
recalling  that  Gardabanskiy  Rayon  is  nei^ibors  the  republic's  capital. 
Furthermore,  Rustavi  is  also  in  the  vicinity.  This  is  a  large  Georgian 
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ixKJustrial  center,  a  city  of  metallurgical  and  chemical  workers.  This 
clos^ess  demands  of  the  Gardabanskiy  Rayon  people  to  supply  the  citizens  with 
an  :mcreasyig  number  of  fre^  vegetables  and  meat  and  daily  products.  It  is 
precisely  in  the  production  of  such  items  that  our  rayon  specialized  in  the 
past  15  years. 

Today  the  public  farms  in  Gardabanskiy  Rayon  account  for  more  than  one-quarter 
of  all  vegetables,  more  than  22  percent  of  the  eggs,  up  to  10  percent  of  the 
meat  and  about  6  percent  of  the  milk  procured  in  the  republic.  The  rayon  has 
^  republic's  irrigated  land.  It  supplies  the  highest  amount 

of  fini^ed  products  for  the  iirplementation  of  the  Food  Program  in  the 
G^^ian  SSR.  Nevertheless,  the  reserves  for  economic  growth  vhich  must  be 
^  this  5-year  plan  are  quite  substantial.  An  alliance  with  science  and 

a  well-organized  system  for  rqpgrading  crop  growing  standards  and  developing 
animal  husbandry  on  an  industrial  basis  are  considered  by  the  rayon  party 
organization  the  main  way  of  harrKssing  such  possibilities.  A  favorable 
factor  m  resolving  our  problems  is  the  fact  that  a  number  of  branches 
experimental  stations  and  sipport  centers  of  scientific  research  institutes 
are  located  in  the  rayon. 

Work^  in  the  rayon  related  to  agricultural  prcxduction  intensification  began 
pr^isely  with  the  stucfy  of  their  activities  and  the  level  of  efficiency  of 
^iCTtific  research.  We  realized  most  clearly  through  personal  experience 
absence  of  an  intermediary  link  between  science  and  production — ^an 
appli^tion  service—exceptionally  hindered  the  practical  utilization  of 
scientific  develcjpmente  and  recommendations  and  that  the  existing  system  of 
planning  and  ecencmuc  incentive  did  not  adequately  interest  economic  managers 
and  specialists  in  making  use  of  the  achievements  of  science  and  progressive 

entire  organization  of  application  had  to  be  decisively 
restructured.  The  rayon  party  committee  undertook  to  Horten  the  way  between 
and  livestocOc  farm  or  crop.  The  raykom  buro  passes  a  special  decree  on 
tms  problem.  An  organizational  committee  was  set  v;p  and  assigned  to  draft  a 
plan  for^  the  inplementation  of  scientific  achievements  by  sector,  crop  and 
technological  process,  based  on  individual  farm  conditions.  This  was  followed 
by  the  fOTinula^on  of  the  first  3-year  plan  for  the  rayon's  development.  A 
rayon  ^rd^tion  council  was  set  vp  to  implement  the  program.  Both  it  and 
the  15  sectorial  sections  included  managers  of  rayon  party,  scjviet  and 
econcmic  bodies,  republic  ministries  and  departments,  scientists  and  farm 
managers  and  specialists. 

Starting  with  the  1980s,  the  rayon  has  put  to  practical  use  more  than  130 
progressive  develcpnents  and  recommendations  based  on  scientific  research  and 
progr^sive  experience.  This  applies,  above  all,  to  efficient  crop  rotation, 
use  of  new  plant  and  animal  strains,  breeds  and  h^hrids,  new  feed  varieties 
and  new  models  of  machines  and  equipment  adapted  to  local  conditions.  The 
ra^n  IS  making  extensive  use  of  chemicals,  liquid  and  waterless  chemical 
fertilizers  and  progressive  forms  of  labor  organization  and  management  of  the 
agroindustrial  ccsnplex. 
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As  a  result  of  all  of  this,  between  1981  and  1985  grain  crops  increas^  fran 
21.4  to  27.5  quintals  per  hectare  and  vegetables  from  158  to  200  quintals. 
Average  annual  milk  yields  per  cow  increased  by  240  kilograms  over  the  past  5 
years,  currently  totaling  2,465  kilograms;  daily  weight  increases  of  cattle 
for  meat  rose  by  203  grams.  The  volumes  of  output  and  sale  of  agricultural 
to  the  state  increased  correspondingly.  Last  year,  for  ejpirple, 
in  nrnTipa Table  prices  totaled  93  million  rubles  as  against  61  million  in 
1981;  in  other  words,  they  i^owed  a  50  percent  increase  over  the  5-year 
period.  Virtually  all  rayon  farms  have  beccme  profitable,  averaging  13 
million  rubles'  worth  of  profit  in  the  final  year  of  the  5-year  plan.  In  1980 
there  was  no  question  of  any  profit,  for  farm  losses  at  that  time  totaled  3.4 
million  rubles.  Naturally,  we  do  not  intend  to  stop  there.  Ihe  rayon  has 
quite  significant  internal  reserves. 

At  every  step  life  proves  to  us  that  however  perfect  equipment  may  be  ^d 
however  modem  the  technology,  they  are  \3seless  without  sMllful  and  caring 
work.  The  rayon's  agriculture  ettploys  ■today  1,390  specialists,  1,148  of  vhom 
wi'th  higher  and  secondary  specialized  training.  As  a  rule,  all  farm  managers 
have  higher  -training  and  some  of  them  are  candidates  of  sciences;  84.7  percent 
of  the  chief  specialists  are  wi'th  higher  training.  Until  recently,  many  of 
them  were  at  work  in  scientific  institutions  in  'the  rayon,  cooperating  with 
the  coordinating  council  in  promoting  accelerated  scientific  and  technical 
progress.  Dozens  of  examples  prove  "the  more  efficient  utilization  of  the 
achievements  of  science  and  progressive  experience  by  people  vho  combine 
contemporary  with  professional  skill.  At  the  Dzhandarskiy  livestock  breeding 
complex,  for  the  first  time  in  -the  republic,  cattle  have  been  cross-bred  and 
hybrids  have  been  developed  vhich  can  reach  a  weight  of  500  kilograms  in  18 
mon-ths,  vhich  is  roughly  45  percent  higher  than  other  breeds  of  cattle  raised 
in  ■the  irayon. 

During  the  12th  5-Year  Plan  -the  rayon  party  organization  firmly  intends 
comprehensively  -to  strengthen  -the  practical  and  moral  authority  of  farm 
managers  and  enhance  their  role  in  the  acceleration  of  scientific  and 
technical  progress.  We  have  realized  -that  -this  approach  is  fully  justified. 
Farming  standards  and  animal  husbandry  are  steadily  improving  and  end  resul-ts 
of  production  activities  increasing  in  labor  collectives  headed  by  educated, 
energetic  and  independently  -thiriking  economic  managers. 

However  cadre  selection  and  placement  is  insufficient.  One  must  be  concerned 
with  their  upbringing  as  well.  The  good  example  of  politically  miature  people, 
cons-tantly  seeking  and  unafraid  of  -taking  justified  risks  if  necessary  is 
irreplaceable  shaping  a  modem  manager.  Acceleration  is  a  process  ^ich 
requires  daring  multiplied  by  competence.  In  order  -to  develop  such  qualities 
within  every  worker,  today  we  are  planning,  ^ong  others,  to  broad^  -the 
practices  of  assigning  rayon  managers  and  specialis-ts  to  the  best  farms  in  -the 
cxeuntry  vhere  -they  can  closely  study  progressive  experience  on-site.  We 
asccribe  prime  irrportancee  to  -the  practical  resul-ts  of  such  assignments.  Based 
on  the  example  of  the  farms  in  Volgograd  Oblast,  all  rayon  sovkhoz^ 
extensively  cultivated  the  hi<^y  productive  "L^yazhinskiy"  tomato.  This 
increased  -the  rayon's  tcmnato  prociuction  by  one--third.  In  order  to  dissemina-te 
efficient  work  methods,  we  shall  be  using  the  permanent  course  for  -the  party 
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and  econcjnic  aktivs,  set  by  the  party  raykom,  and  the  part^  training  and 
ecxDnomic  education  systems. 

:nie  practical  discussion  of  problems  viiich  arise  in  the  course  of  ‘the 
implementetion  of^  the  _Food  Program  and  of  the  regional  program  for  the 
application  of  scientific  achievements  and  progressive  experience  t~a'k-<ag  place 
at  the  pl^ums  aM  meetings  of  the  party  raykcm  buro.  At  such  meetings  fa-rm 
and  agro^ustrial  ^sociation  managers  and  specialists  and  primary  party 
organization  secretaries  regularly  report  on  their  activities.  Recently,  for 
example,  M.  Kakauridze,  primary  party  organization  secretary  at  the  Noriysk 
submitted  a  report  to  the  buro.  The  buro  members  a  number 
of  ^pecific  remarks  concerning  his  work.  As  a  vdiole,  however,  we  noted  with 
^^iisfaction  that  both  specialists  and  party  menbers  had  properly  understood 
the  objectives  confronting  the  collective  and  accurately  seen  the  basic 
ccstponents  of  scientific  and  technical  progress. 

Both  our  own  es^perience  and  that  of  others  convincingly  proves  that  today 
problems  of  ^  perfecting  the  management  structure  of  the  agrocomplex  reguire 
closest  possible  attention.  For  example,  after  a  special  service — department 
for  tte  practical  utilization  of  the  achievement  of  science  and  progressive 
esperience  was  organized  by  the  RAPO,  application  became  more  systonatic  and 
purposeful.  Ihe  department  ensures  the  implementation  of  all  resolutions  of 
the  party  raykcm  buro,  the  RAPO  council  and  the  rayon  application  coordination 
council  in  the  local  areas.  Under  its  supervision  all  corresponding  Tn^agn-nPia 
are  now  included  in  the  production  and  financial  plans  of  the  farms  and  farm 
and  department  managers  are  responsible  for  their  implementation  as  they  are 
for  the  fulfillment  of  the  basic  plan  indicators.  In  order  to  increase  the 
interest  of  ^ientific  establishments  and  individual  scientists  in  the  result 
of  the  practical  application  of  their  developments,  we  began  to  offer  mai-p-ri'  a] 
incentives  based  on  the  share  partnership  principle.  The  main  criterion  in 
assessing  one  scientific  idea  or  engineering  development  or  another  is  the  end 
results  of  their  practical  utilization  in  agriculture. 

scientific  ^  technical  progress  has  altered  a  new  development 
srage  in  the  rayon.  'Hiis  means,  above  all,  the  increased  scale  of  utilization 

methods  in  farming.  For  example,  a  mathematical 
meth^  for  the  optimal  location  of  agricultural  production  facilities  was 
based  on  rayon  land  registration  data,  available  maipower  and  other 
objective  indicators.  Ccatputer  calculations  provide  managers  on  all  levels 
with  scientific  <^ta  of  the  economic  possibilities  of  the  rayon,  individual 
farm  and  sector  within  the  agroindustrial  complex.  It  is  on  the  basis  of  such 
data  that  currently  the  Food  Program  is  being  refined  for  the  period  of  the 
12th  5-Year  Pl^.  Furthermore,  we  are  ccmpleting  the  development  of  a  set  of 
measur^  aimed  at  streamlining  vegetable  and  milk  supplies  to  Tbilisi  and 
l^stavi,  with  the  help  of  ASU.  A  standard  ASU-RAPO  plan  is  being  formulated. 
Mo^m  ^  science,  ^  progressive  equipment  and  technology  and  advanced  labor  and 
pr^ction  orgamzation  methods,  closely  related  to  practical  work,  offer  the 
latter  new  possibilities  vhich,  only  a  few  years  ago,  appeared  unrealistic. 

A  management  center  has  b^  set  up  at  the  rayon  agroindustrial  association. 
This  cent^,  vhich  is  equipped  with  modem  technical  facilities,  consists  of 
two  subdivisions:  department  of  intersectorial  relations  and  long-term 
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formulation  of  standarc3s,  and  current  incinagement  department.  One  of  the  vital 
concerns  if  the  party  raykom  is  to  help  its  collective  fully  to  develop  the 
potential  of  this  new  RAPO  lanit. 

Any  participant  in  the  work  of  the  27th  Giongress,  cannot  fail  to  consider  the 
future,  the  many  more  serious  problems  awaiting  their  fastest  possible 
practical  solution.  The  repeatedly  criticized  yet  still  extant  system  of 
planning  "on  the  basis  of  achievements"  continues  to  hinder  the  initiative  of 
labor  collectives.  The  majority  of  scientific  and  engineering  design 
establishments  and  organizations,  vhose  services  we  constantly  use,  operate, 
as  one  can  easily  imderstand,  outside  the  confines  of  the  Gardabanskiy  RAPO. 
Meamhile,  to  this  day  the  RAPO  is  deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  influence 
their  work  to  any  major  extent.  The  plans  continue  to  include  obsolete 
technologies  vhich,  among  others,  hinders  further  progress  in  animal 
husbandry.  Conversion  to  industrial  technology  on  a  broad  sc:ale  in  the 
cultivation  and  harvesting  of  a  number  of  farm  crops  is  greatly  hindered  by 
the  Portage  of  proper  equipnent  and  necessary  chemicals. 

To  this  day  the  party  raykcsm  is  asked  to  solve  purely  economic  problems 
related  to  the  application  of  scientific  achievements,  for  our  ecencatdc 
mechanism  is  still  poorly  directed  toward  the  acxeleration  of  scientific  and 
technical  progress.  Under  these  circumstances,  in  the  course  of  daily 
practical  activities,  it  is  not  always  possible  clearly  to  separate  the 
functions  of  party  from  those  of  econcsnic  bodies  and  to  avoid  substitution. 
Until  recently  party  committees  had  to  display  tremendous  efforts  to  surmount 
departmental  lack  of  coordination,  vhich  hindered  the  work.  Following  the 
creation  of  the  Gosagroprcm,  we  have  the  right  to  ejqject  the  fastest  possible 
change  for  the  better  in  the  planning  and  management  of  agricultural 
production.  The  radical  reconstruction  of  the  econcmic  mechanism  will 
unquestionably  enable  the  party  committees  to  deal  with  their  direct 
obligations  and  concantrate  on  work  with  people  and  on  the  comprdiensive 
energizing  of  the  human  factor. 

It  is  precisely  this  approach  that  is  demanded  of  us  by  the  strategic 
resolutions  of  the  27th  Leninist  Party  Congress. 

OOPiiRIGHT:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Pravda".  "Komraunist",  1986 
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QUAUTY  TEST 

Moscxw  KCMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Hisr  86)  pp  66-70 

[Aiticle  by  V.  Yurin,  first  secretary  of  the  Perm  CS^l^t  Lysvenskiy  GPSU 
Gorkam] 

[Tejct]  Problems  of  upgrading  the  quality  of  output  assumed  a  special  place 
among  the  other  party  congress  materials  included  in  the  CPSU  Cehtial 
Ccanmittee  political  report,  being  among  the  most  important  and  conplex 
problems  in  accelerating  the  country's  socioeconcanic  devSlopmeht.  It  was 
poanted  out  ttet  the  national  ecoriomy  has  reached  a  level  at  vdiich  no  single 
magor  production  and  social  problem  can  be  resolved  without  radical  quality 
iitprwements.  Understandably,  each  one  of  us,  delegates  to  the  congress, 
aitvolved  one  way  or  another  in  material  production,  conpared  the  planned 
levels  with  his  personal  eiperience  and  the  ^)6cific  situation  in  his  work 
sertor.  What  now  makes  noteworthy  the  activities  of  party  organizations  and 
abor  collectives  in  oUr  city  in  the  most  important  national  economic  area, 
such  as  production  quality?  What,  above  all,  must  be  done  here? 

to  the  seco^  half  of  the  previous  5-year  period  the  industrial  enterprises  in 
Lysva  elntunated  the  lag  vjhidh  had  developed  during  the  first  years  and 
achiev^  high  growth  rates  of  output.  As  a  result,  the  city  fulfilled  its  5- 
year  industri^  plan  ahead  of  schedule  and  the  entire  increase  in  volume  was 
the  r^t  of  intensive  factors.  Some  of  the  positive  changes  consistent  with 
curr^t  requirements  ^e:  more  than  1,000  units  of  modem  equipment,  and  36 
^senibly  and  mechanized  lines  were  installed  in  the  shops  of  plants  and 
factories  and  about  90  progressive  technological  processes  Were  mastered.  As 

a  result,  during  the  11th  5-year  plan  labor  productivity  in  industry  increased 
by  22  percent.  jr  ~ 

Nevertteless,  not  all  rates  of  technical  retooling,  justifiably  considered  the 
base  for  vpgradmg  production  quality,  can  be  considered  adequate.  More  than 
40  p^xient  of  the  equipment  used  is  morally  and  physically  obsolete.  A  number 
of  new  capaciti^  are  being  mastered  quite  slowly,  particularly  in  rta-rmc  of 
quali^  work  indicators.  Ihese  and  other  factors  largely  led  to  the  fact  that 
me  share  of  items  certified  as  being  of  superior  quality  accounts  in  our  city 
for  no  more  than  16.5  percent  vhich,  unquestionably,  is  very  low.  Naturally, 
we  ceimot  be  satisfied  with  this  state  of  affairs  affecting  the  quality  of 
output.  Achieved  successes  do  not  count,  as  the  saying  goes.  Let  me  cite  the 
following  example; 
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Hie  turbogenerator  plant  mastered  the  production  of  a  series  of  big  power 
machines,  mainly  for  the  country's  fuel  and  energy  ccatplex.  They  were  given  a 
hi^  rating  and  a  group  of  specialists  at  the  enterprise  were  awarded  the  USSR 
State  Prize.  Sane  satisfaction  could  have  been  derived  from  this.  However, 
looking  at  this  success  from  the  vie&point  of  contetrporary  requirements,  we 
will  see  that  against  the  background  of  unused  reserves  the  results  which  were 
obtained  are  quite  modest.  The  synchronous  turbines,  STD  series,  for  the 
develcpnent  of  vhich  the  personnel  of  the  plant  received  the  award,  were 
essentially  developed  15  years  ago  and  no  basic  changes  have  been  made  in 
, their  design  since  then.  All  indications  are  that  the  enterprise's  managem^t 
and  party  committee  are  entirely  satisfied  with  the  situation,  for  vhich 
reason  they  are  in  no  great  hurry  to  energize  their  search  for  radically  new 
designs  arid  technologies. 

It  is  precisely  this  type  of  half-way  measures  and  inconsistency  in  the 
struggle  for  high  production  qualil^  that  we  must  overcome  as  we  reorganize 
our  economic  management.  Today  we  are  relying  a  great  deal  on  the  steps 
formulated  and  the  party  (oongress  in  the  area  of  perfecting  the  economic 
mechanism  and  more  systematically  applying  cx>st  acxjounting  principles  in 
enterprise  and  association  activities.  However,  the  on-site  party 
organizations,  vhich  deal  directly  with  the  people — ^the  decisive  factor  of  all 
planned  changes— could  and  should  do  a  great  deal  as  well. 

We  believe  that  a  gcxd  foundation  for  such  work  was  laid  in  the  course  of  the 
inplementation  of  the  oempr^ensive  target  programs  for  intensi^ing  the 
city's  economy.  The  city  party  committee  is  in  charge  of  implementing  such 
programs.  It  is  no  accident  that  the  main  program  is  titled  "Quality."  We 
consider  that  our  basic  task  is  not  only  to  sipervise  the  observance  of 
deadlines  for  the  introduction  of  various  technical  aM  organizational 
measures.  The  main  thing  is  to  make  the  program's  targets  known  to  the 
collectives  of  shops  and  sectors  and  to  worker  brigades,  systematically  to 
analyze  positive  work  esperienca,  familiarize  everyone  with  it  and  efficiently 
correct  shortcomings.  Seme  new  developments  have  taken  placo  in  this  area  and 
we  hope  to  make  full  use  of  them  during  the  12th  5-Year  Plan.  Such  are,  for 
instance,  the  shift-counter  meetings  at  the  metallurgical  plant,  vhich  provide 
gcxd  si:pport  to  the  collective  in  mastering  essential  new  developments,  such 
as  chrcmixmn-plated  tin  and  electrozinc-plated  steel  with  polymer  coating. 

What  is  the  essence  of  such  meetings?  When  shifts  change,  a  specific  20- 
minute  discussion  is  held  on  the  quality  of  the  work  of  the  new  shift.  As  a 
rule,  the  meeting  is  presided  over  by  the  chairman  of  the  shift  council,  vho 
is  one  of  the  most  conscientious  and  ejqjerienced  brigade  leaders.  Here  there 
is  no  time  for  protracted  speeches  and  general  appeals.  Waste-makers  and 
slipshod  workers  cure  thoroughly  criticized.  Members  of  the  administration  and 
of  engineering  and  technical  services  attending  the  meeting  must  take 
efficient  steps  based  on  the  specific  remarks  of  the  workers.  We  intend  to 
disseminate  this  e^^erience  of  the  metallurgical  workers  more  widely  and 
energetically  vherever  the  work  is  done  in  shifts.  Furthermore,  the  party 
gorkom  must  intensi:^  traditional  ways  and  means  of  work  and  look  for  and  find 
new  ones  vhich  can  energize  the  best  a^irations  of  the  people. 
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nil  this  case  the  choice  of  a  target,  vdiich  can  truly  mobilize  the  collective, 
^  very  mportant.  ^  Naturally,  the  solution  of  major  production  problems  is 
Rotated  ty  the  innovative  stipulations  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  and  are 
included  in  the  state  plans,  making  this  objectively  necessary.  However,  as 
practic^  ej^jerience  ^indicates,  it  is  always  possible  additionally  to 
concn?etize  locally  this  solution  and  to  consolidate  targets,  thus  ensuring 
their  mtplementation  by  harnessing  internal  reserves.  It  is  equally  possible, 
usu^  v^ious  pretexts,  to  lower  the  urgency  of  a  task  and  channel  a  major 
project  into  the  stream  of  "gradualness”  and  petty  and  isolated  improvements. 
Today  such  an  approacii,  if  one  may  call  it  such,  to  the  reconstruction  of  our 
econcjty  ai^  to  x^grading  production  quality  must  be  totally  eliminated.  The 
party  ccxnmittees  must  become  the  guarantors  of  surmounting  an  unsuitable  work 
style  dictated  by  the  sluggish  force  of  inertia. 

For  exaitple,  specialists  and  workers  at  the  metallurgical  plant  are  ready  to 
dev^cp  a  tedhnol^  for  the  production  of  steel  sheets  with  a  special 
anticorrosion  coating,  a  material  vhich  is  impatiently  awaited  by  the 
axitomobile  indust^.  A  machine  tool  perfectly  suitable  for  this  job  is 
available.  ^  Ihe  difficirity  is  that  the  parameters  of  the  unit  are  inadequate 
for  producing  sh^ts  with  the  necessary  width.  It  becomes  necessary  to  wait 
for  the  respective  design  organizations  of  the  USSR  Ministry  of  Ferrous 
Me^lurgy  to  submit  ^  necessary  blueprints  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
mill.  But  we  do  not  intoid  to  wait.  The  gorkom  intends  to  appeal  to  the 
party  committ^  maximally  to  accelerate  equipment  updating.  it 
would  be  desirable  to  assign  a  brigade  of  specialists  directly  to  the  plant. 
If  they  ^cceed  (vhich  they  unquestionably  will)  it  will  became  possible  not 
omy  to  increase  the  output  of  high-quality  goods  but  also  to  strengthen  the 
active,  the  creative  mood  of  the  metallurgical  collective. 

We  m^t  point  out  that  contemporary  assignments  increasingly  force  the  party 
c^ttees  to  operate  on  an  intersectorial  level,  going  beyond  the  confines  of 
ordin^  concerns.  For  example,  the  development  of  new  methods  for  petroleum 
extrartion  and  the  tran^rtation  of  natural  gas  along  the  main  pipelines 
donanded  of  the  collective  of  the  turbogenerator  plant  this  very  year  to 
undertake  toe  production  of  toe  necessary  electric  power  equipment.  However, 
scane  scientific  organizations  and  enterprises  of  toe  Ministry  of  Electrical 
Equipment  Industry,  participating  in  toe  development  and  complementing  such 
e^ipment,  do  not  hesitate  to  postpone  cooperation  in  such  projects 
^efomtely,  citing  toe  difficulty  of  toe  problems.  We  do  not  intend  to 
tolerate  this.  In  such  cases  as  well  we  will  mandatorily  turn  to  toe 
ministcy  s  party  ccaiiniitt©©  with  suitabl©  suggestions.  We  aire  cuinrently 
OTnsidering  toe  possibility  of  organizing  toe  work  among  related  enterprises 
based  on  toe  "labor  relay-race"  principle,  with  standard  assessment  criteria 
and  a  system  of  moral  and  material  incentives  identical  for  all  participants. 

The  political  meaning  of  toe  documents  of  toe  27to  CPSU  Congress  and  their 
tremetoous  moral  charge  call  ip)on  toe  party  memibers  and  all  working  people 
d^isively  to  surmount  stereotypes  in  thinking  and  acting  and  to  seek  work 
methods  toich  would  ensure  great  acceleration  of  development  and  drastic 
improvements  in  all  quality  indicators.  More  than  ever  before  today  all  of  us 
must  be  loyal  to  lenin's  btoest:  Solve  toe  new  problems  through  new  methods. 
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For  exanple,  currently  we  have  scame  3,000  workers  working  in  obsolete 
metalliitgical  shops  viiich  need  radical  reconstruction.  Let  vis  assume  that  in 
contracting  construction  organizations  undertake  to  v^xiate  production 
^facilities  in  each  subdivision.  The  first  thing  that  will  became  clear  will 
be  that  their  possibilities  are  obviously  inadequate  for  the  purpose. 
Furthermore,  vtot  will  the  metallurgical  workers  be  doing  vMle  the 
reconstruction  is  taking  place?  How  to  preserve  the  formal  and  informal 
structure  of  the  collective  and  its  traditions  under  such  circumstances? 
Obviously,  major  material  and  moral  losses  would  be  Inevitable.  The  CPSU 
gorkom  decided  to  support  the  interesting  idea  of  assigning  most  construction 
and  installation  work  to  the  production  collectives  themselves.  During  the 
party  congress  we  discussed  this  idea  with  S.V.  Kolpov,  minister  of  ferrous 
metallurgy,  and  agreed  on  the  subject  of  interaction.  Naturally,  many  of  tee 
existing  rules  and  standards  will  have  to  be  reviewed.  The  ej^jected  benefit, 
however,  promises  to  be  quite  substantial.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  tee 
collectives  of  metallurgical  workers  tee  suggestion  of  teroporarily  halting  tee 
production  of  obsolete  items  and  channeling  all  efforts  on  radical 
reconstruction  and  technical  retooling  is  meetir^  with  sincere  support. 

Under  contemporary  conditions,  it  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate  tee 
significance  of  tee  progressive  scientific  thinking  and  daring  creative 
initiatives  of  engineering  and  technical  personnel.  In  this  connection,  we 
believe,  tee  party  organizations  as  well  teould  have  their  say  in  tee  efforts 
to  strengthen  design  bureaus,  laboratories  and  ejperimental  sections.  As  a 
rule,  scientists  and  engineers  working  in  such  institutions  are  firmly  linked 
with  production  work,  acutely  feel  its  requirements  and  are  able  to  turn  an 
idea  into  a  finished  pixduct  rapidly  and  on  a  good  technological  level. 
However,  a  number  of  factors  vdiich  hinder  the  active  work  of  tee  enterprise 
"brain  centers"  must  be  neutralized.  They  include  somehhat  hastily  weighed 
ministerial  decisions,  and  tee  still  extant  aspiration  of  tee  administrations 
of  seme  plants  to  pursue  tenporary  advantages  by  burdening  experimental 
facilities  with  work  on  current  production  problems.  Yet  tee  possibilities  of 
plant  science  are  exceptionally  great.  Here  is  one  exaiple  among  many: 
development  engineers  at  tee  metallurgical  plant  ccmpleted  tee  installation 
and  tune-up  of  a  machine  unit  producing  chrome-plated  tin  by  10  pm  and 
immediately  delivered  it  to  tee  production  workers.  ^  3  am  tee  first  teeets 
of  tee  plant  output  came  out  of  tee  machine  unit,  and  5  hours  later  tee 
machine  was  producing  at  standard  efficiency.  By  the  old  standards  that  same 
operation  could  have  taken  between  several  days  and,  had  cdnplications  arisen, 
several  weeks. 

These  days  tee  party  organizations,  concerned  with  tee  reputation  of  industry 
of  their  city,  are  assuming  strict  supervision  dVer  the  most  vulnerable 
production  sectors  from  tee  viewpoint  of  possible  breakdowns,  and  try  to  react 
more  sharply  and  principle-mindedly  to  critical  remarks  concerning  tee  quality 
of  output.  I  recall  a  recent  party  meeting  at  tee  low-voltage  equipment  teop 
of  tee  turbogenerators  plant.  The  shop's  collective  had  been  considered 
frontranking  for  quite  sometime,  for  tee  results  of  its  work  were  rated 
primarily  in  terms  of  quantitative  indicators.  A  close  look  at  tee  way 
technology  and  state  standard  requirements  were  being  cAjserved  here  revealed 
that  some  electrical  installation  workers  were  simply  unfamiliar  with  teem. 
The  party  members  sharply  criticized  tee  shop  and  plant  managements  for  such 
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careless  at:titude  toward  production  technology.  Electrician  P.S.  lyulkin,  the 
party ^  organization's  secretary,  demanded  of  the  administration  to  take 
immediate  measures  to  correct  the  situation,  organize  the  training  of  the 
workera  and  intensify  control  over  production  quality  ly  engineering  and 
technical  personnel.  Today  the  situation  in  the  shop  has  ittproved. 

Yes,  ^practical  experience  ccmprdiensively  ^ows  that  the  primary  jjarty 
organizations  can  and  rni^t  play  a  roost  serious  role  in  resolving  the  difficult 
prcblems  of  accelerating  socioeconomic  development,  in  vAiich  upgrading 
producticm  quality  holds  a  leading  position.  The  acceleration  strategy 
demards  a  d^isive  restructuring  in  the  work  of  CPSU  gorkcm  departments  and 
the  intensification  of  their  organizing  and  political  role.  The  party  workers 
must  systematically  freed  from  extraneous  functions.  Maximal  efforts  and 
attention  must  be  focused  on  cadre  selection,  placement  and  upbringing. 

In  ny  view,  we  ^ould  also  think  of  possible  changes  in  the  structure  of  the 
city  parfy  ccramittee.  The  ceramittee  coiiLd  consist  of  four  departments: 
organizational,  prapaganda  and  agitation,  general  and  ecenomic,  vhich  would 
assume  -the  entire  work  new  dispersed  among  sectorial  departments. 
Unquestionably,  such  a  reorganization  woudd  enable  us  to  avoid  duplication  in 
the  work  of  planning  and  economic  bcjdies  and  exsneentrate  the  efforts  of 
enterprises  in  various  sectors  on  resolving  long-term  problems,  including 
intersectorial  ones. 
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THE  WRITER'S  PIACE  IN  THE  WORK  OF  THE  NATION 

Moscow  lOMJNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mhr  86)  pp  70-72 

[Article  by  Georgiy  Markov,  first  secretary  of  the  Board  of  the  usai  Writers' 
Union] 

[Text]  A  meeting  between  Soviet  and  foreign  journalists  with  men  of  culture, 
delegates  to  the  ccaritnunist  forum,  took  place  during  the  27th  CRSU  Congress.  I 
was  one  of  the  participants.  Some  strange  questions  were  included  among  the 
interesting  and  practical  ones  we  were  asked,  indicating  the  poor 
understanding  viiich  the  West  has  of  the  role  of  the  creative  intelligentsia  in 
Soviet  society,  writers  in  particular.  It  was  such  a  lack  of  understanding 
that  clearly  reflected  the  essential  differences  between  the  social  functions 
of  literature  and  art  under  capitalism  and  under  socialist  conditions. 

A  Western  journalist  asked  vhether  we  intended  to  ajprove  of  ideological  works 
only  and  reject  purely  emotional  ones.  CXjviously,  ky  ideological  he  meant 
party-oriented  as  against  emotional.  From  our  viewpoint,  to  say  the  least  it 
would  be  naive  to  create  an  unbridgeable  gap  between  idea-  and  party- 
mindedness,  on  the  one  hand,  and  emotionalism,  on  the  other.  The  purpose  of 
literature  is  emotionally  to  assert  the  lofty  ideals  of  peace  and 
construction,  to  serve  economic,  social  and  moral  progress,  to  meet  the  basic 
interests  of  the  working  peqple  and  to  contribute  to  the  growth  of  the 
material  well-being  and  cultural  standarxis  of  the  pecple.  These,  however,  are 
also  precisely  Coraraunist  Party  tasks. 

It  is  no  accident  that  Western  art  ej^jerts  try  to  separate  emotionalism  from 
idea-mindedness  or,  more  specifically,  to  conceal  under  more  pleasant  colors 
the  true  objectives  of  bourgeois  "mass  culture"  so  that  the  people  would  not 
begin  to  think  about  the  type  of  ideas  served  by  emotions  in  bourgeois  art. 
The  programmatic  lack  of  ideas  takes  man  to  the  world  of  pure  emotions,  some 
of  vhich  are  among  the  basest  and  most  inhuman,  stcpe:^  the  mind  with 
pornography  or  racism,  develcp  a  particular  aesthetics  of  commercialism  and 
personal  well-being  and  enhance  anti-Soviet  hysteria.  These  are,  precisely, 
bourgeois  party  tasks. 

The  objective  of  socialist  culture  is  to  promote  the  spiritual  advancement  of 
the  individual,  assert  a  scientific  outlook  and  strengthen  the  moral  health  of 
society.  The  history  of  the  land  of  the  soviets  offers  numerous  exanples  of 
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the  talented  inplementation  of  this  mission.  We  have  a  model  to  emulate.  We 
teve  people  frcan  viiom  to  leam  high  mastery,  dedicated  service  to  p^ihlic 
interests  and  profound  artistic  anal^^is  of  real  problems  and  contradictions. 


However,  history  is  not  only  a  teacher  but  a  strict  judge.  Pixxn  the  podium  of 
the  27th  Congress  the  men  of  culture  were  sharply  cariticized  J::y  K.  Petrov,  a 
veteran  of  the  StaKhanov  movement.  The  generation  of  prewar  shock  workers  was 
making  demands  on  the  conteirporary  creative  intelligentsia.  It  was  from  the 
same  podium  that,  on  bdialf  of  today's  working  people,  we  were  criticized  ty 
N.  Gellert,  a  tractor  driver  from  KazaMistan. 

Ihe  CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report  delivered  by  M.S.  Gorbachev 
eitp^ized  that  literature,  in  reflecting  the  birth  of  the  new  world,  aiao 
actively  participated  in  its  organization  and  in  moldir^  the  man  of  the  new 
world~the  patriot  and  true  internationalist.  It  therefore  accurately  knows 
its  place  and  role  m  the  work  of  the  nation.  However,  this  is  ai.oo  a 
criterion  on  toe  basis  of  vhich  toe  people  and  toe  party  assess  toe  work  of 
writers  and  painters  and  literature  and  Soviet  art  themselves  approach  their 
own  tasks. 

Today  toe  party  and  civic  duty  of  every  artist  is  to  iitplement  in  toe 
nationwide  cause  vhat  was  said  at  toe  congress  about  the  place  and  role  of 
literature. 

The  criticism  vhich  was  addressed  to  us  was  unquestionably  just.  We  find 
literary  works  unrelated  to  our  complex  and  dynamic  contemporary  life. 
Naturally,  the  creative  baggage  of  toe  literary  worker  depends  above  all  on 
hunself,  on  his  esq^ienoe  and  educational  and  cultural  standards.  However, 
tois^  strictly  individual  area  also  includes  a  social  interest,  for  toe 
acquired  baggage  determines,  as  the  economists  say,  toe  quality  of  the  end 
literary  product — toe  work  of  art — ^and  its  consistency  with  toe  needs  of 
society. 

The  creative  associations  are  the  spokesman  for  this  social  interest  in  our 
country.  They  play  a  great  role  not  only  in  toe  life  of  every  artist  but  in 
toe  development  of  society  as  a  vhole.  It  is  no  accident  that  toe  new  draft 
of  toe  CPSU  program  stipulates  that,  on  toe  basis  of  toe  creative 
associations,  toe  party  has  always  struggled  and  will  continue  to  struggle 
against^  manifestations  of  lack  of  ideas  and  conceptual  omnivorousness,  and 
aesthetic  dullness.  The  careative  associations  must  contribute  to  toe 
implementation  of  toe  party's  main  line  in  toe  field  of  literature  and  art: 
strengthening  ties  with  toe  life  of  toe  people,  truthfully  depicting  socialist 
reality  on  a  hichly  artistic  level,  describing  with  inspiration  and  in  vivid 
colors  vhat  is  new  and  progressive  and  passionately  eiposing  anything  vhich 
hinders  social  progress. 

The  n^  for  change  in  toe  activities  of  toe  creative  associations  was 
eirphasiz^  at  toe  congress.  Our  accomplishments  so  far  are  obviously 
^J’^s^ficient.  The  Wtiters'  Union  has  organized  a  numiber  of  meetings  between 
its  members  and  working  people  in  town  and  country  and  given  creative 
assignments  to  literary  workers.  However,  can  one  truly  become  familiar  with 
real  life  problems  at  readership  conferences  vhich,  furthermore,  are  sometimes 
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siitply  ceremonial?  Is  it  possible  to  gather  materials  for  a  good  and  honest 
novel  in  the  course  of  1  or  2  months  of  a  writing  assignment? 

There  are  no  prescriptions  for  success  in  art.  Historical  parallels,  however, 
even  the  most  bitter  ones,  are  very  instructive.  Remember  the  inparalleled 
i:psurge  in  Soviet  literature  and  art  during  the  last  war.  Naturally,  the  very 
circumstances,  the  powerful  influx  of  patriotic  forces  and  the  maximal  stress 
of  the  entire  forces  of  the  people  created  a  field  for  enhanced  creative 
tension  in  writers  and  painters.  But  there  was  something  else  as  well:  953 
writers  went  to  the  front.  The  way  in  vhich  they  gathered  materials  for  their 
essays,  stories  and  novels  is  clearly  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  417  of  them 
fell  on  the  battlefield. 

The  eternal  credo  of  true  literature  is  to  live  the  life  of  the  people,  to 
know  their  joys  and  concerns  as  one's  own.  This  is  particularly  relevant 
today.  The  sharp  changes  taking  place  in  all  realms  of  life  in  conteirporary 
Soviet  society  demand  high  level  mobilization  of  forces  and  capabilities  of 
one  and  all  for  the  iirplementation  of  the  party's  tasks.  These  changes  have 
triggered  an  rpsurge  in  the  enthusiasm  and  creative  activeness  of  the  toiling 
masses  and  shaped  a  true  need  for  the  artistic  interpretation  of  events  and 
once  again  created  a  field  of  higher  stress  in  Soviet  culture. 

The  implementation  of  the  party's  programmatic  objectives  and  the  acceleration 
of  the  country's  socioeconomic  develcpment  demand  the  ^iritual  progress  of 
Soviet  society  and  the  enhancement  of  the  cultural  standards  of  the  entire 
people.  This  means  that  the  importance  of  culture,  in  the  broadest  possible 
meaning  of  the  term,  will  increase  and  so  will  its  impact  on  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  people  and  on  developing  a  feeling  for  the  new,  the  mentality  of 
the  innovator. 

The  delates  to  the  27th  CESU  C3ongress  included  38  writers.  This  is  not  only 
an  indication  of  the  party's  recognition  of  the  high  role  of  our  literary 
workers  in  social  life  but  also  a  confirmation  of  the  expectations  and 
exigency  addressed  to  literature  during  the  period  of  accelerated 
socioeconomic  development  of  the  country. 
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Moscow  KMIUNIST  in  Ri^slan  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Ma-r  86)  pp  72-75 
[Article  by  MiWiail  Ulyanov,  people's  artist  of  the  USSR] 

[Text]  The  si:5)reine  party  body  has  provided  so  itoich  food  for  thought  that 
wery  person,  vfliatwer  his  profession,  will  find  in  it  something  quite 
inportant  and  essential  in  terms  of  energizing  his  activities.  The  congress 
did  a  tremendous  amount  of  collective  work  to  develop  a  methodology  of  realism 
and  an  analytical  approach  to  the  sol\ition  of  specific  problems. 

Hiis  was  the  tenor  of  the  CESU  Central  Ccramittee  political  report  delivered  by 
M.S.  Gorbachev.  ^  It  not  only  enumerated  difficulties  and  shortcomings  (with 
vhich  we  were  q^te  familiar)  but,  above  all,  it  earmarked  the  ways  and  means 
of  their  elimination  in  a  decisive  and  unconditional  manner.  It  is  no 
accident  that  the  entire  report  was  imbued  with  the  alternative  tonality  in 
the  formulation  of  questions  and,  therefore,  the  specific  method  for  their 
solution. 

"We  shall  be  unable  to  achieve  our  plans  unless...,"  "our  plans  will  be  left 
hanging  in  the  air  unless. sounds  like  a  refrain.  Hiding  behind  this 
"unless"  are  the  most  iitportant  problems  of  our  time,  vhich  we  have  no  right 
to  leave  unlived  and  for  ^e  solution  of  vhich  the  ways  and  means  have  been 
clearly  defined.  This  involves  above  all  a  real  and  rather  drastic 
restructuring  of  our  mentaliiy  and  views  on  life. 

This  is  a  difficult  process  vhich  cannot  be  completed  in  a  single  day  and,  in 
"toe  case  of  scane  people,  even  a  single  year.  We  hear  from  various  rostrums, 
including  very  high  ones,  speeches  still  delivered  in  the  old  tonality.  The 
worx3s  may  be  new  and  the  problems  they  tackle  may  seem  relevant  but  the 
meani^  behind  them  is  the  old  one.  We  realize  how  meaningless  they  are  vhen 
we  listen  to  such  general  statements  today,  vhich  have  nothing  specific  to 
si:5)port  them. 

Alas,  we  hear  such  statements  from  the  theater  stage  as  well.  I  may  be 
excessively  prejudiced  concerning  my  work  but,  it  seems  to  me,  the  translation 
of  meaningless  slogans  into  the  language  of  playwriting  greatly  intensifies 
their  negative,  theix  corrupting  influence.  The  lesson  of  truth,  vhich  M.S. 
Gorbachev  mentioned  in  his  report,  is  quite  bitter  and  quite  indicative  in  the 
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case  of  the  theatre  world  as  well. 

The  actor  vdio  perceives  a  true  rather  than  fictitious  prdalem,  becomes  a 
coparticipant  in  life,  a  desired  interlocutor  of  the  audience.  Ihe  people 
trust  him,  for  they  realize  that  they  are  talking  with  an  honest  person.  When 
we  are  tricked  or  viien  the  truth  is  deliberately  concealed  from  xjs  we  feel 
doubly  deceived.  What  is  the  purpose  of  this?  Everything  is  quite  siirple: 
if  the  actor  begins  to  present  as  the  truth  something  viiich  does  not 
correspond  to  reality  he  loses  the  trust  of  the  audience,  for  he  then  behaves 
dishonestly  and,  therefore,  immorally. 

The  CPSU  Central  committee  political  report  states  quite  accurately  that  ”the 
moral  health  of  society,  the  ^iritual  climate  in  vhich  a  people  live,  is 
largely  determined  ty  the  state  of  literature  and  the  arts.”  Not  even  the 
loftiest  but  abstract  morality  can  coejdst  with  even  the  slightest  but 
specific  imtruth. 

Eighteen  years  ago  V.  Shukshin  wrote  the  still  topical  article  "Morality  Means 
Tru'to."  To  prove  its  relevance  let  me  cite  a  small  excerpt  from  this  old 
article:  "I  am  not  a  politician  and  could  easily  become  confused  in  conoplex 

issues.  However,  as  a  rank-and-file  member  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
USSR,  I  believe  that  I  belong  to  a  party  vhich  is  active  and  just;  as  an 
artist  I  cannot  deceive  ity  people  by  describing  life  only  as  happy,  for 
exairple.  ■paith  may  be  bitter  as  well.  If  I  conceal  it,  if  I  claim  that 
everything  is  well  and  beautiful,  in  the  final  account  I  would  mi  si  ead  my  own 
party. . .  Morality  means  truth.  Not  siitply  truth  but  Truth.  For  it  means 
courage,  honesty,  living  with  the  joys  and  pains  of  the  people  and  thinking 
the  way  the  people  think,  for  the  people  always  know  the  Truth." 

Like  our  entire  ideological  work,  art  greatly  suffered  from  the  di^iarity 
tetween  words  and  actions.  If  I  proclaim  from  the  stage  or  the  screen  that  I 
intend  to  speak  about  life  seriously,  that  is  precisely  vtot  I  must  do  and, 
together  with  the  audience,  seek  answers  to  the  painful  problems  of  the 
economy,  morality,  etc.  Unfortunately,  in  a  number  of  ^ows  we  appeared  to 
iu  a  serious  conversation  but  then  to  abandon  it,  replacing  it  with 
something  digestible,  easily  understood  but  vdiich  failed  to  touch,  to  concern, 
to  worry  the  audience. 

I  am  convinc^  that  in  our  type  of  work  fear  of  making  the  audience  concerned 
is  equally  immoral.  The  audience  must  not  be  fri^tened,  it  could  even  be 
amused,  one  could  joke  with  it  and  perform  acts  of  vaudeville.  However,  if  we 
undertake  to  speak  of  something  serious  in  a  ^ow  or  motion  picture, 
naturally,  this  calls  for  a  serious  discussion  in  a  clear  and  har^  language, 
unconprcatasingly .  Yet,  as  time  p^sed,  we  learned  to  consider  prctolems  only 
optimisti^lly,  inventing  heroes  with  sufficiently  outstanding  features,  and 
these  skillfully  woven  curtains  concealed  from  us  the  sharp  contradictions  of 
life.  (jould  it  be  that  the  reason  for  vdiich  our  people  stopped  going  to  see 
serious  motion  pictures  is  that  we  provided  in  them  poor  answers  to  topical 
problems? 

The  question  of  publicity  was  extensively  and  sharply  raised  at  the  congress. 
This  directly  applies  to  art  as  well.  Frank  judgments  of  existing  problems, 
regardless  of  their  sadness  is  the  civic  duty  of  the  playwri^t  and  the  actor. 
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If  the  theatre  is  a  magnifying  lens  or  ev^  a  mirror  it  must  reflect  vhat 
actually  exists  rather  than  depict  scanething  beautiful  and  suitable  and, 
subsequently,  reflect  this  as  tiiou^  it  were  true  life. 

Other  prescriptions  existed  as  well.  Some  motion  pictures  depicted  a 
fictitious  but  very  desirable  country  life.  Naturally,  the  viewers  did  not 
believe  such  works  and  at  best  considered  them  a  beautiful  dream,  an  ideal  to 
viiidh  one  should  aspire  rather  than  something  close  and  precious  to  us.  I  was 
to  participate  dji  a  good  civic  "diversion"  in  the  cairp  of  this 
fictitious  rural  well-being.  The  incident  occurred  more  than  20  years  ago.  I 
have  in  mind  the  film  "The  Chairman"  and,  in  particular,  the  role  of 
Tn^nikov,  the  itain  character.  I  remember  the  way  the  audiences  rushed  to  see 
this  very  serious  motioh  picture.  It  was  not  a  question  of  iry  part  or  Whether 
or  not  I  had  p^formed  well  but  the  fact  that  Yu.  Nagibin  had  -created  a 
character  and  pointed  out  the  difficulties  vhich  existed  at  that  tim©  in  our 
rural  reality,  sharply  raising  the  questions  vhidh  the  people  asked  or,  at 
least,  speaking  of  the  type  of  life  with  vhidh  they  were  faidliar.  This  too 
was  a  lesson  in  truth  vhidh  was,  alas,  soon  forgotten. 

Truth  is  both  our  fate  as  actors  and  our  happiness  as  sudh.  If  real  life  is 
shovtti  in  a  motion  picture  or  on  the  stage,  if  difficulties  are  not  timidly 
avoided,  the  actor  has  something  to  perform.  No  one  can  become  a  gr^t  actor 
without  truth.  Komissarzhevskaya  and  Strepetova  brom^t  to  the  pecple  the 
truth  of  their  time;  Boris  Shchukin  brou(^t  the  truth  of  the  1930s  and  they 
have  entered  the  history  of  domestic  art.  Naturally,  this  does  not  apply  to 
the  -^eatre  alone.  Tvardovskiy  is  vhat  he  is  precisely  because  he  did  not 
conceive  of  his  work  without  truth;  Shukshin  is  Shukshin  precisely  because  he 
told  the  truth;  Abramov  is  Abramov  because  he  did  not  adapt  himself  to  the 
time  but  tried  to  understand  it.  Adapting  or  being  the  spokesman  for  one's 
time  are  essentially  different  things. 

Another  a^ct  of  our  squabbling,  about  vhidh  I  was  told  repeatedly,  is  the 
following:  vhy,  for  example,  does  a  frontranker  earn  virtually  the  garrva 

salary  as  the  loafer.  The  first  produces  ten  annual  norms  every  year  vhereas 
the  second  barely  drags  himself;  yet  both  can  spend  time  in  a  sanatorium  in 
the  best  part  of  the  season.  It  is  being  said  that  everyone  in  our  country  is 
equal  and  that  no  one  should  be  insulted.  Sudh  "humanism, "  however,  turns 
into  a  inonsteous  connivance  with  loafers  and  is  an  insult  to  people  vho  work 
with  dedication.  The  result  is  similar  to  the  work  of  a  horse  troika:  only 
one  of  the  horses  is  pulling  vhile  the  others,  although  equally  harnessed, 
only  pretend. 

A  similar  situation  prevails  in  art.  However,  could  art  lead  a  normal  life 
without  an  honest  evaluation  of  its  assessments?  In  our  area  as  well 
equalization,  leveling,  are  fatal.  What  actually  happens  is  the  following: 
reviewers  treat  all  actors  the  same,  regardless  of  differences.  As  a  rule, 
they  are  moderate  in  their  praise  and  criticism.  A  certain  mean  temperature 
has  developed  in  criticism,  in  vhidh  one  can  catch  neither  a  cold  nor  a 
sunburn.  It  is  impossible  to  understand  who  performed  well,  vho  was  average, 
vho  was  striking  and  vho  was  horrible.  The  viewer  becomes  confused  in  sudh  a 
monotonous  ratings.  "...Criticism  is  a  social  affair  rather  than  a  service  to 
the  author's  pride  and  ambition."  These  words  in  the  political  report  were 
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received  with  a^lause.  It  was  well  said  and  blimtly  put!  The  trouble, 
however,  is  not  exclusively  with  the  reviewers.  Iheir  situatirai  too  is 
inevitable:  do  not  insult  this  one,  do  not  speak  of  that,  leave  that  theatre 
alone.  Quite  a  large  group  of  "untouchable''  artists  has  developed. 

In  Italy,  for  esanple,  ar^r  zealous  scxribe  could  write  that  "Fellini  is  dead  as 
an  artist!"  without  blinking  an  eye.  Naturally,  this  is  extremely  iitpudent 
and,  above  all,  untrue.  What  does  Fellini  do  in  such  a  case?  He  Ttwicp-c;  hig 
next  film  in  such  a  way  as  to  ^ut  the  mouth  of  any  spiteful  critic.  In  our 
country,  should  one  write  politely  yet  firmly  that  Ivanov  (or  Sidorov)  did  not 
prove  his  skill  as  an  artist  in  his  latest  work,  the  artist  runs  with  the 
cxsrplaint  to  the  highest  officials  and  does  not  resume  work  until  he  has 
received  proper  "satisfaction"  in  another  publication  (publications) ;  we  have 
more  than  enoi^  soft-hearted  people.  Some  authority  will  alwaj^  be  found  to 
say  that  criticism  must  be  well-widiing,  forgetting  that  well-wishingness  does 
not  mean  ignoring  objectivity  or  basic  honesty. 

let  -^s  not  be  understood  as  though  I  am  appealing  for  cruelty  or  some  kind 
of  critical  annihilation  of  any  ordinary  artistic  failure.  I  am  appealing  for 
calling  things  by  their  proper  name  rather  than  blending  them  within  a 
universal  concept.  TO  an  even  lesser  extent  would  I  like  to  be  thou^t  of  as 
being  pessimistic,  vAiich  is  certainly  not  the  case.  The  theatre,  vMch  is  the 
type  of  art  closest  -to  me,  was  the  first  to  respond  to  topical  prcblems  and 
the  first  to  take  quite  a  big  step  in  the  direction  of  the  vital  concerns  of 
the  present.  Let  us  remember  "Silver  Wedding"  at  tlie  MKhAT,  "The  last 
Visitor"  at  the  Tovstonogv  in  Leningrad,  "Talk..."  at  the  Yermolov,  "From  the 
News  of  the  Day"  at  the  Malyy  and  some  others. 

Naturally,  we  have  not  understood  everything  ccrapletely.  We  are  merely  at  the 
beginning  of  the  way.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  this  is  the  right  way. 
The  theatre  is  merely  a  drop  in  the  sea.  This  drop  reflects  the  sun,  the 
clouds,  storms  a^  the  color  of  the  sea  from  which  it  comes.  Therefore,  no,  I 
am  not  a  pessimist  but  sinply  a  realist  and  the  congress  in  which  I  was  lucky 
to  participate  I  wrould  describe  as  a  congress  of  socialist  realism. 

CDPXRIGHT:  Izdatelstvo  TSK  KPSS  "Eravda".  ''Kararaunist",  1986 
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UNDER  THE  BANNER  OF  INTERNATICJNaLrSM:  GUESTS  OF  THE  CONGRESS  SPEAK 


AN  INSPIRING  PROGRAM 

Moscow  KCMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  M^  86)  pp  76-77 

[Article  ty  (^orgy  Lazar,  MSZMP  Central  Committee  Politburo  member  and 
Hungarian  People's  Republic  Council  of  Ministers  chairman] 

[Text]  Uie  Soviet  Union  is  the  first  and  most  powerful  socialist  state  in  the 
world,  the  flag-bearer  of  social  progress,  a  reliable  bxalwark  in  the  struggle 
of  the  peoples  for  freedom  and  the  main  guardian  of  peace  on  earth.  It  is 
natural,  therefore,  that  under  the  present  difficult  circumstances,  the  27th 
CPSU  Confess  was  awaited  with  hei^tened  interest.  The  international  public 
was  excitedly  waiting  for  the  answers  it  would  provide  to  the  major  problems 
of  our  time. 

To  me,  as  someone  viio  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  Hjngarian  delegation 
to  the  congress  and,  I  believe,  to  its  other  participants,  the  political 
report  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  submitted  by  Comrade  M.S.  Gorbachev, 
made  a  most  profound  impression.  It  was  fully  supported  in  the  various 
speeches  of  the  delegates.  It  was  rich  in  ideas,  and  gave  clear  and  specific 
answers  to  all  most  important  problems  of  our  age. 

The  profound  analysis  of  historical  processes  contained  in  the  report  ej^sed 
the  true  face  of  contemporary  capitalism  and  its  insoluble  contradictions;  it 
proved  convincingly  and  substantiatedly  that  the  future  belongs  to  socialism. 
This  document  reflects  the  tremendous  successes  achieved  by  the  Soviet  system 
over  the  past  10  years.  At  the  same  time  it  provides  a  frank  and  plain 
criticism  of  the  obstacles  on  the  way  to  progress.  It  presents  an  inspiring 
program  for  building  socialism. 

As  to  international  problems,  the  CPSU  Central  Ccanmittee  political  report 
leaves  no  doubt  that,  together  with  the  other  members  of  the  socialist 
ccanmiunity  and  eill  peace-loving  forces  on  earth,  the  Soviet  Union  will  continue 
tirelessly  and  consistently  to  struggle  for  the  prevention  of  nuclear  war 
vhich  threatens  the  very  existence  of  mankind. 

These  are  answers  vhich  fill  with  hope  everyone  vhose  heart  is  dedicated  to 
the  cause  of  socialism,  peace  and  progress.  We  can  say  will  full 
justification  that  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  will  be  remembered  in  history  as  a 
congress  vhich  offered  new  prospects  for  the  creative  application  of  Marxism- 
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Leninism. 

The  situation  in  Hjngary  was  thoroughly  analyzed  last  spring,  at  the  13th 
MSZMP  CJongress,  vMdi  called  for  maJdjig  Hungary's  soci^^  develqpnent 
more  dyj^c,  i^jgrading  labor  productivity  and  prxxiuction  quality  and 
systematically  iitplementii^  the  ideals  and  the  moral  standards  of  socialism 
throuc^  the  fuller  utilization  of  the  tremendous  possibilities  concealed 
within  the  socialist  society  and  the  extensive  release  of  the  creative  energy 
of  the  mass^. 

That  is  why  tte  parts  in  the  documents  of  the  27th  CIOT  Congress  vMch  speak 
of  accelerating  the  development  of  the  national  econcxry  and  sciaitific  and 
technical  progr^s,  perfecting  planning  and  management,  ipgrading  the  autonomy 
and^  responsibility  of  econcanic  organizations  and  .  material  incentive, 
mdicating  ways  for  the  further  develcpm^t  of  socialist  democracy  and 
nrproving  the  efficiency  of  ideological  and  educational  work,  drew  our 
particular  attention. 

The  stipulations  contained  in  the  Central  dcamriittee  ppi;  itjcal  report  and  the 
congress'  documents  on  strengthening  the  unity  of  the  socialist  coraraunity  and 
the  prospects  for  the  development  of  fruitful  ooqperation  within  CEMA,  are  of 
equal  importance  to  us.  The  tasks  formulated  in  accordance  with  these 
P^^^i®ms,  as^  Comrade  Janos  Kadar  pointed  out  in  speech  at  the  congress,  are 
entirely  consistent  with  our  national  Interests  and  we  shall  dedicate  all  our 
forces  to  supporting  their  implementation. 

In  conclusion,  I  ^ize  this  opportunity  to  wish  once  agaiin  to  our  Soviet 
friends  great  successes  in  the  implementation  of  the  historical  resolutions  of 
the  27th  Cebu  congress. 

COPyKEGHT:  IzdatelstVD  TsK  KEBS  "Pcavda".  "KOraraunist",  1986 
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WE  GREET  THE  C30NGRESS  OF  THE  SOVIET  COMMUNISTS 

MOSCX3W  KCMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  77-78 

[Article  by  I^ng  Song-san,  Korean  Labor  Party  Central  Committee  Politburo 
inet±)er  and  premier  of  the  Democratic  People's  Republic  of  Korea  Administrative 
Council] 

[Text]  We,  members  of  the  Korean  Labor  Party,  were  very  happy  to  participate 
in  the  work  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress.  The  congress  was  held  during  a 
not®rorthy  period  in  party  history,  a  period  when  the  country  had  entered  the 
new  and  crucial  stage  of  developn^t.  Today,  headed  by  the  new  leader^ip, 
the  CPSU  is  ideologically  and  organizationally  stronger  than  ever  before  and 
its  leading  role  has  increased.  As  a  result  of  strengthened  discipline  in  all 
areas  of  governmental  and  social  life,  the  develcpnent  of  an  energetic 
struggle  for  increased  production  efficiency  in  labor  productivity,  the 
political  and  economic  power  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  strengthening.  ^ 
participating  in  the  work  of  the  congress,  we  were  able  to  feel  even  better 
the  enhanced  atmo^here  prevailing  in  the  USSR.  The  outstanding  CPSU  Central 
Committee  political  report,  presented  by  M.S.  Gorbachev,  pari^  Central 
Committee  general  secretary,  and  the  other  most  inportant  documents  submitted 
for^  consideration  at  the  congress,  ccmprehensively  discussed  the  min 
political  concepts,  economic  strategy  and  the  peace  program  for  the  period 
until  the  year  2000.  We  are  confident  that  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  will  not 
only  open  bri^t  prospects  for  the  party  and  the  pecple  but  will  also  make  a 
mjor  contribution  to  strengthening  socialism,  to  the  development  of  the 
global  ccmraunist  and  worker  movements  and  to  the  struggle  aged  by  progressive 
forces  throu^out  the  world  for  nuclear  disarmament  and  for  ensuring  peace  and 
securilY  on  the  planet. 

The  resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  inspire  the  Korean  people  vho  are 
building  socialism  and  struggling  for  the  peaceful  unification  of  the  country 
under  the  difficult  conditions  of  opposing  American  ittperialism.  That  is  vhy 
we  are  pleased  by  the  achievements  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  though  they  were  our 
own.  I  wish  the  Soviet  communists  and  all  Soviet  people  with  all  my  heart 
great  successes  in  the  Implementation  of  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  Congress. 

Relations  of  friendship  between  our  countries,  parties  and  peoples  are 
developing  and  strengthening  today  as  never  before.  These  relations  were 
developed  further  after  the  historical  visit  vhich  Kim  Il-song,  president  of 
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the  People's  Democratic  Republic  of  Korea,  and  Korean  Labor  Party  Central 
Ccanmittee  general  secretary,  paid  to  the  Soviet  Union  in  May  1984.  There  have 
been  more  frequent  exchanges  of  mostly  hi^er-level  delegations.  Relations  of 
friendship  between  our  parties  and  peoples  have  strengthened  ev^  further. 
Strengthening  unity  and  cohesion  among  socialist  countries  and  between  the 
KPDR  and  the  Soviet  Union  is  the  source  of  our  strength,  for  which  reason  we 
shall  continue  to  develop  our  fraternal  relations. 

Allow  me  to  discuss  in  somevhat  greater  detail  the  situation  on  the  Korean 
Peninsula  and  in  Asia.  The  Asian-Pacific  Ocean  area  is  beocaning  a  place  of 
acute  anti-irrperialist  struggle.  The  United  States  ascribes  major  strategic 
significance  to  the  Korean  Peninsula,  in  its  effort  to  establish  military  and 
political  domination  in  the  Asian-Pacific  Ocean  basin.  That  is  vhy  it  is 
doing  everything  possible  to  strengthen  the  division  of  our  country  \«hile,  at 
the  same  time,  turning  South  Korea  into  its  military  bridgehead  and  nuclear 
base.  Japan  is  being  militarized  and  a  military  alliance  among  the  United 
States,  Japan  and  South  Korea  is  being  hammered  out.  All  of  this  threatens 
p^ce  and  security  in  the  Korean  Peninsula,  in  Asia  and  throu^out  the  world. 
With  a  view  to  creating  favorable  circumstances  for  peace  on  the  Korean 
Peninsula  and  for  the  peaceful  vinification  of  the  country,  our  party 
formulated  the  proposal  of  making  the  Korean  Peninsula  a  nuclear-free  zone. 
The  Korean  Labor  Party  called  for  holding  trilateral  talks  among  the  KPDR,  the 
United  States  and  representatives  of  the  South  Korean  regime.  However,  the 
United  States  and  the  South  Korean  rulers  not  only  failed  to  respond  to  our 
suggestions  but,  having  rejected  our  demands  of  halting  military  e^^rcises  in 
order  to  create  favorable  circumstances  for  talks  between  North  and  South, 
initiated  large-scale  military  maneuvers  in  South  Korea,  code-named  "Tteam 
Spirit— 86,"  with  simulated  use  of  nuclear  weapons.  These  provocatory  steps 
are  aimed  against  our  republic  and  put  the  situation  on  the  Korean  Peninsula 
on  the  brink  of  war.  In  a  word,  the  situation  here  is  quite  tense.  It  is  as 
follows:  as  a  result  of  the  aggressive  intrigues  of  American  inperialism,  a 

new  war  could  break  out  at  any  time. 

I  take  this  op^rtunity  to  express  to  the  fraternal  Soviet  people,  the 
socialist  countries  and  all  peoples  of  the  world  our  profound  gratitude  for 
the  exposure  and  condemnation  of  the  new  military  intrigues  of  the  United 
States  and  the  South  Korean  regime  and  the  active  support  given  to  our 
stru^le  for  peace  and  for  the  peaceful  unification  of  the  country.  We  are 
confident  that  the  USSR  will  continue  to  sipport  us  and  to  express  its 
solidarity  with  the  Korean  people  in  their  just  struggle.  We  are  well  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  government  are  paying 
attention  to  safeguarding  security  in  Asia. 

The  peaceful  suggestions  formulated  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  inspire  our 
people,  vho  are  defending  the  Eastern  Front  of  socialism.  That  is  vhy  we 
support  entirely  and  fully  the  bold  foreign  policy  initiatives  Contained  in 
M.S.  Gorbachev's  report  to  the  27th  CPSU  Congress. 

COPYRIGETT:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Pravda".  "Koramunist",  1986 
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THE  CONGRESS  AIMED  AT  THE  FtflURE 

MOSCX3W  KMIUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  M^  86)  pp  79-82 

[Article  by  Babrak  Karml,  People's  Democratic  Party  of  Afghanistan  Central 
Committee  general  secretary,  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
the  Afghan  Revolutionary  Council] 

[Text]  The  27th  CPSU  Congress  has  become  an  inportant  historical  event  and  a 
turning  point  in  the  domestic  life  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  in  the 
international  arena.  This  has  confirmed  yet  once  again  the  truly  Leninist 
nature  of  the  party  of  Soviet  communists. 

The  CPSU  Central  Committee  political  report  submitted  to  the  congress  by  M.S. 
Gorbachev,  Central  Committee  general  secretary/  offers  a  profound  analysis  of 
the  main  aspects  of  the  conteirporary  situation  in  the  world,  the  basic 
international  processes  and  contradictions  and  the  objectives  and  main  trends 
of  the  peace-loving  Leninist  foreign  policy  of  the  CPSU.  As  to  domestic 
policy,  the  report  offers  a  scientific,  creative  and  comprehensive  strategy 
for  accelerating  the  country's  socioeconomic  development  and  its  basic  trends 
under  the  conditions  of  the  scientific  and  technical  revolution,  and  the 
general  trends  of  political  development,  with  a  'vi&i  to  the  further 
democratization  of  Soviet  society,  intensification  of  the  process  of  people's 
socialist  self-management,  and  problems  of  party  life  and  organizational  and 
ideological  party  work.  New  tremendous  historical  tasks  were  formulated  in 
all  these  areas,  with  revolutionary  farsi^tedness,  in  a  Leninist  critical 
manner  and  in  accordance  with  the  further  energizing  of  labor  activities.  We 
are  confident  that  the  CPSU  and  the  great  Soviet  people  will  inplement 
everything  as  planned. 

The  new  draft  of  the  CPSU  program,  vhich  defines  the  long-term  economic  and 
political  strategy  of  the  party  and  problems  of  perfecting  intraparty  life  and 
work  style  and  methods,  is  a  document  of  tremendous  importance  and  an  example 
for  revolutionaries  the  world  over. 

Both  documents  make  a  new  contribution  to  the  great  treasury  of  the  truly 
scientific  revolutionary  theory  of  social  development  and  are  not  only 
programs  of  action  but  also  valuable  theoretical  documents.  The  close  and 
comprehensive  study  of  these  documents,  vhich  play  the  role  of  a  beaccxi,  and 
their  fundamental  conclusions  and  earmarked  means  of  creative  implementation 
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will/  unquestionably,  be  of  tremendous  help  to  revolxitionary  and  worker 
parties  and  to  democratic  and  progressive  movements  the  world  over. 

From  ttie  first  to  the  last  day  of  the  congress,  its  activities  proved  to 
mankind  the  energy,  passion  and  profound  understanding  of  responsibility  for 
the  fate  of  mankind  and  human  civilization  with  vhich  the  CESU  and  its 
leadership  are  iirplementing  their  constructive  policy  of  peace  the  world  over, 
a  policy  of  preventing  the  arms  race  on  earth  and  in  space  and,  in  the  final 
account,  of  total  disarmament.  The  congress  convincingly  proved  that  the  CPSU 
remains  loyal  to  this  the  only  possible  alternative  in  the  preservation  of 
mankind  itself,  m  the  course  of  its  proceedings,  the  open  and  noble  leninist 
nature  of  CPSU  foreign  polical  strategy  was  manifested  once  again.  Under 
contenporary  conditions,  vhen  the  forces  of  war  are  trying  to  aggravate 
international  tension  and  intensify  the  arms  race,  the  peaceful  foreign  policy 
initiatives  of  the  Soviet  Ifriion  are  of  vital  importance.  As  was  pointed  out 
in  the  political  report,  the  present  nuclear  confrontation  demands  new 
a^roaches  and  means  and  ways  of  maintaining  relations  among  different^  social 
systems,  states  and  regions.  The  reality  is  such  that  the  objective  situation 
allows  a  confrontation  between  capitalism  and  socialism  only  in  the  nature  of 
peaceful  coexistence  and  rivalry. 

We  entirely  support  the  concliasion  contained  in  the  Central  Committee 
political  report  to  the  27th  Congress  to  the  effect  that  ”the  arms  race 
unleaded  by  imperialism  has  led  to  the  fach  that  the  2^  centi^  is  ending 
in  global  politics  under  the  sign  of  the  following  question:  will  mankind  be 
able  to  avoid  the  nuclear  threat  or  will  the  policy  of  confrontation,  leading 
to  increasing  the  likelihood  of  a  nuclear  conflict,  gain  the  xp^r  hand. ... 
However,  the  complexity  and  gravity  of  the  historical  moment  has  increased  the 
urgency  of  declaring  nuclear  weapons  illegal  and  totally  eliminating  them 
along  with  other  means  of  mass  destruction  of  people  and  improving 
international  relations.” 

The  15  January  1986  declaration  by  CPSU  Central  committee  General  Secretary 
M.S.  Gorbachev  contains  an  espanded  practical  program  for  the  total 
elimination  of  mass  destruction  weapons  by  the  end  of  this  c^tury.  The 
implementation  of  this  program  will  bring  about  radical  changes  in  the  world 
situation,  ensure  identical  security  for  all  countries,  release  tremendous 
material  resources  ’idiich  can  be  used  for  the  sake  of  progress  and  happiness  of 
man  and  allow  the  harnessing  of  all  efforts  of  mankind  for  creative 
construction  for  the  good  of  all  nations. 

As  the  declaration  and  the  political  report  justifiably  notes,  the  approach  to 
disarmament  must  be  comprehensive,  for  everything  related  to  security  problems 
is  interconnected.  M.S.  Gorbachev's  statement  that  the  USSR  considers  this 
program  "the  main  trend  of  its  foreign  policy  for  the  years  to  come,"  instills 
happiness  in  the  hearts  of  all  peace-loving  forces  on  earth.  They  set  great 
hope  by  it,  believing  that  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  will 
constitute  a  firm  answer  to  the  efforts  of  imperialist  forces  to  start  a  war. 

We  ejpress  our  full  solidarity  with  the  principle— minded  position  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  vhich  states  that  the  nature  of  modem  weapons  leaves  to  no 
country  the  hope  of  protecting  itself  through  military-technical  means  alone. 
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that  the  question  of  ensuring  security  is  political  in  nature  to  a  itiuch 
greater  extent  and  should  be  resolved  through  political  means,  and  the  fact 
that  security  must  be  mutual.  We  are  also  deeply  convinced  that  the  main 
motive  for<^  of  militarism  is  the  United  States  and  its  military-industrial 
complex  v4iic±i  is  -^ing  to  take  the  arms  race  into  space.  Its  attenpts  to 
gain  military  superiority,  however,  are  objectively  doomed  to  failure.  They 
can  only  further  aggravate  the  situation  in  the  world  and  increase  the  danger 
of  a  nuclear  conflict. 

That  is  ViAiy,  together  with  the  USSR,  all  progressive  mankind  must  engage  in  a 
persistent  all-round  struggle  to  block  the  aggressive  aspirations  of 
^i^^rps^i^lism  and  the  arms  race  it  is  intensi^ing,  and  achieve  total 
disarmament. 

The  documents  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  are  a  platform  for  this  type  of  joint 
struggle  for  the  protection  of  our  caramon  home — ^the  planet  earth.  It  is 
entirely  obvious  that  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  will  play  a 
tremendous  role  in  the  unification  of  all  peace-loving  forces  and  the  filters 
for  freedom,  independence,  democracy  and  social  progress  within  a  single 
broad  front  of  struggle  against  the  forces  of  war,  reaction  and  imperialism. 

led  hy  the  People's  Democratic  Party  of  Af^ianistan,  the  Afghan  people  will 
fulfill  their  duty  to  the  end  in  this  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  peace. 
We  well  know  from  personal  ei^rience  the  importance  of  peace.  Every  day  in 
the  undeclared  war  _  unleashed  by  imperialism,  headed  by  the  United  States  and 
the  reactionaries  in  the  area,  against  our  revolutionary  homeland-democratic 
Afghanistan— causes  human  and  material  losses. 

The  People's  Democratic  Party  of  Afghanistan  and  the  government  of  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Afghanistan  are  engaged  in  an  active  struggle  for 
ensuring  the  peace  and  security  of  the  country  and  its  national  and  social 
progress.  However,  the  founding  of  our  republic — ^the  free  and  independent 
Mghanisten— triggered  the  mad  rage  of  international  reaction,  U.S. 
imperialism  and  the  reactionaries  in  the  region,  consisting  of  the  ruling 
circles  of  Pakistan  and  Ir^  above  all — \ih.o  organized  the  aggression  and 
intervention  on  an  unparalleled  scale  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Our  country, 
thus  ej^rting  counterrevolution.  The  PRC  as  well  is  pursuing  a  shortsi^ted 
policy  towards  the  people  of  Afghanistan. 

About  150  centers  in  vftiidh  40,000—50,000  armed  counterrevolutionary  bandits 
are  trained  in  sabotage  every  year,  have  been  established  in  countries 
neighboring  ours. 

In  recent  years  -^e  United  States  has  spent  about  $1.5  billion  in  waging  a 
criminal  war  against  oi^  people.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  further 
broadening  of  the  social  base  of  the  people's  regime  becomes  particularly 
important. 

■me  question  of  broadening  the  social  base  of  the  revolution  has  always  been 
^  the  center  of  PDPA  attention  as  a  main  problem  vhich  would  determine  the 
fate  of  the  revolution.  Theoretically,  this  problem  was  developed  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  national  democratic  revolution  in  the 
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very  first  PDPA  program  and  in  the  program  for  party  action,  vfliich  was 
ratified  at  the  national  H)PA  conference  in  March  1982.  Unfortunately, 
however,  gross  errors  and  distortions  in  this  area  were  made  in  practical 
matters  during  the  first  stage  of  the  revolution,  vhich  led  to  the  withdrawal 
of  a  number  of  allies  of  the  revolution  from  the  people's  regime.  A  process 
of  correcting  such  errors  and  distortion  was  initiated  during  the  new  stage 
in  the  development  of  the  revolution.  Gradually,  the  faith  of  the  people's 
masses  in  the  strength  and  accuracy  of  the  course  taJcm  by  the  party  and 
revolution  was  restored  and  today  we  are  doing  a  great  deal  to  broaden  the 
social  base  of  the  people's  system.  In  subsequent  documents  issued  by  our 
party  and  government  on  the  basis  of  a  stucty,  an  assessment  was  made  of  past 
activities  aimed  at  expanding  the  social  base  of  the  people's  sj^tem.  The 
need  and  relevance  of  accelerating  such  activities  was  indicated  and  practical 
steps  were  taken  in  this  area.  Ihe  trends  of  subsequent  work  were  concretized 
and  a  new  approach  to  the  solution  of  the  problem  was  formulated. 

Based  on  the  course  of  expanding  the  social  base  of  the  revolutionary  system 
and  the  new  approach  to  this  problem,  in  the  past  period  we  have  taken 
unprecedented  steps  and  achieved  some  successes.  In  ipril  1985  the 
traditioncil  democratic  big  assembly  of  the  Afghan  people  was  convened  and  the 
supreme  assembly  of  border  tribes  was  held  in  September  of  that  year.  At  both 
representative  meetings  the  people  ejpressed  their  full  support  of  the 
domestic  and  foreign  policy  of  the  party  and  the  government  of  the  DRA  and  the 
people's  revolutionary  system.  The  first  free  and  democratic  elections  for 
local  authorities  and  state  management,  vhich  will  take  place  gradually,  began 
in  August  1985.  So  far,  successful  elections  have  been  held  in  one-third  of 
the  country's  provinces  and  by  September  1986  elections  throughout  the  country 
will  be  completed. 

The  sipreme  bodies  of  the  system  and  of  state  management  were  broadened  in  the 
past  3  months:  the  Revolutionary  Council  and  Council  of  Ministers  of  the  DE?A. 
The  new  members  of  these  bodies  are  patriotic  leaders  from  all  population 
strata  and  social  groups,  including  workers,  peasants,  soldiers, 
intellectuals,  artisans,  the  clergy,  petty  owners,  medium  land  owners,  private 
entrepreneurs  in  the  area  of  industrial  and  trade  national  capital,  men  of 
science  and  culture  and  representatives  of  all  nationalities,  tribes  and 
ethnic  grotps.  More  than  70  percent  of  the  new  merribers  are  not  members  of  the 
party. 

De^ite  the  continuing  xmdeclared  war,  the  process  of  revolutionary  change  is 
intensifying  and  developing.  The  land  and  water  reform— the  most  iitportant 
task  of  the  deraocaratic  revolution — is  being  successfully  carried  out. 
Industrial  production  indicators  have  exceeded  the  prerevolutionary  level. 
Construction,  medical  services  and  free  education  are  expanding.  Major 
successes  have  been  achieved  in  the  movement  for  the  elimination  of  illiteracy 
and  the  armed  forces  of  a  new  type  are  becoming  stronger. 

All  of  these  measures  enjoy  the  full  and  energetic  support  of  the  Afghan 
people.  This  is  manifested  in  the  strengthening  of  the  armed  forces,  the 
increased  number  of  different  detachments  for  the  protection  of  the 
revolution,  the  border  militia,  etc. 
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We  shall  continue  to  pursue  a  course  of  repelling  iitiperialist  and  reactionairy 
agg^sion,  a  course  of  defending  the  progress  and  happiness  of  the  people  of 
Afghanistan.  We  are  confident  that  victory  will  be  ours,  for  the  majority  of 
the  free  Af^ian  people  actively  support  the  revolutionary  ^stem  and  we 
receive  international  aid  from  our  foreign  friends,  the  great  Soviet  Union 
above  all. 

In  conclusion,  once  again  we  e>press  our  thanks  to  the  Soviet  Union  for  its 
selfless  fraternal  and  cottpr^ensive  aid  and  wish  with  all  our  hearts  to  the 
CISU“the  part^  of  lenin— great  successes  in  the  implementation  of  the  vitally 

mportant  tasks  included  in  the  documents  of  the  historical  27th  CPSU 
Congress. 

OOPYRIOir:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KESS  "Pravda".  "Kammunist”,  1986 
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THE  TRIUMEH  OF  LENINIST  IDEAS 

lyfoscow  KCMIUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  M^  86)  pp  82-84 

[Article  by  Rodney  Arismendi,  Comniunist  Party  of  Uruguay  Central  Ctaramittee 
secretary  general] 

[Tfext]  The  27th  Laiinist  Party  Congress  can  be  described  as  truly  historical 
with  full  justification.  In  summing  vp  the  results  of  the  party's  activities 
during  an  exceptionally  iirportant  and  responsible  develqponent  stage  and 
earmarking  a  clear  and  efficient  program  for  surmounting  errors  and  inertia, 
the  congress  laid  a  reliable  foxmdation  for  profound  chang^  in  the  process  of 
perfecting  socialism  and  advancing  to  ccanmunism.  By  virtue  of  this  fact 
alone,  it  will  unc^estionably  be  recorded  in  red  letters  in  the  history  of  "toe 
international  revolutionary  movement  and  the  universal  battle  for  a  socialist 
renovation  of  life. 

The  CPSU  Central  Committee  report  and  the  documents  approved  by  the  congress 
formulate  the  tremendous  task  of  accelerating  the  socioeconomic  development  of 
the  USSR.  The  solution  of  the  problems  will  create  conditions  vhi<*  will  make 
the  Soviet  Union  an  even  more  powerful  and  more  prosperous  state  within  a  very 
short  time — in  no  more  than  15  years. 

The  result  will  be  a  doi±»ling  of  the  economic,  social,  scientific  and  cultural 
valuSs  in  the  USSR.  Reaching  these  levels  will  be  of  tremei^ous  iirportance  to 
the  cause  of  social  progress  throughout  the  world,  for  it  will  offer  a  visible 
exaicple  of  the  restructuring  of  the  econoity  and  the  iitplementation  of  the 
scientific  and  technical  revolution  in  the  interest  of  the  broad  popular 
itBsses.  The  implementation  of  the  plans  will  bring  about  a  further  increase 
and  development  of  the  scxjial  and  cultural  benefits  enjoyed  by  the  population 
in  the  land  of  the  soviets.  At  the  same  time,  the  advancement  of  the 
political  system  will  be  ensured,  acconpanied  by  the  increased  participation 
of  the  working  people  in  the  administration  of  govemmentol  affairs  and  the 
intensification  of  democracy.  Obviously,  all  of  this  will  strengthen  even 
further  the  prestige  and  attractiveness  of  socialism. 

One  of  the  distingui^ing  features  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  is  the  spirit  of 
criticism  and  self-criticism  vftiich  predominated  it  in  its  work.  In  order  to 
implement  the  set  objectives,  literally  all  speeches  at  the  congress 
emphasized,  existing  errors  and  omissions,  elements  of  routine  and 
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ai^  all  the  negative  phenomena  vSiich  Comrade  Gortachev 
ch^ct^ized  as  futures  of  stegnation,  will  have  to  be  x:5)rooted  once  and  for 
ail.  Si^  a  bold  formulation  of  the  problem,  the  decisive  exposure  of 

their  roost  profound  reasons  are  nothing 

the  practical  application  of  the  Leninist  method  of  criticism  and 

^  ^  confident  that  surmounting  the  adverse  trends  in 
and  *1?^  It  highly  dynamic,  upgrading  the  role  of  cadres 

re^nsibilil^  and  autonomy,  intensifying  the  democratic  nature  of 

ties  with  the  masses  and  achieving  even  closer 
and  people  will  be  the  results  of  such  a  principle-minded 

^  the  prxx:eedings  at  the  congress  and  its  r^lutions 

confirm  the  triunph  of  the  Leninist  work  style. 

.f?^®?^tes  and  the  foreign  guests  highly  rated  the  CEBU  Central 
C^t^  political  report  presented  Comrade  Gorbachev.  Unquestionably, 
^  ^eoreticaL  and  political  document  of  great  importance,  full  of 
u^ative  0^  ^  aspirations  for  the  future.  The  report  became  the 
J^ific^  errtocxii^t  of  the  creative  spirit  of  Marxist-Leninist  doctrine  and 
gave  an  impetus  to  the  entire  proceedings  of  the  congress. 

precisely  is  the  reason  for  the  tremendous  interest  with  viiich  we 
foreign  gueste  representing  communist  and  revolutionary  democratic  parties^ 
^tri^  with  a  socialist  orientation  and  all  revoi^onary  Sr^^  ^  ^ 
4--^  delegate  speech.  The  speakers  pointed  out  the 

^estg^^cc^  achieved  by  tte  USSR.  Let  us  partSularly  emphasSe 

everything  possible  to  conc^l  the 
of  socialism  by  exaggerating  real  and  fictitious  ^ortcomings. 
the  Soviet  Union  would  have  been  unable  to  formulate  the  new  great 
objective  without  fulfilliiig  the  basic  tasks  of  building  sSialSm  S 
ei*anced  the  well-being  of  the  people  and  achieving  an  rpsurge 
.  .  {  eduction,  health  care  and  culture.  However,  the  Soviet  people 

and  len^  s  party  are  not  yielding  to  a  feeling  of  ocraplacencv  but  are 

^iSioS^  problems  and  difficultief^  expSing  major 

committed  by  leading  cadres.  This  is  a  guarantee  that  the 

planned  by  the  part^  will  become  reality. 

Natur^ly,  the  people  themselves  must  play  the  main  role.  In  his  reoort 
SSSe  success^ofW  project  is  deJinS^ 

the  tasks  vhich  have  been  set  will  be 
SStS  combativeness, 

SS  ^  P®°P^®  ^  members  of  Lenin's 

^  course  of  the  harshest  possible  trials.  The 
fSt  October  Revolution  with  their  own  hands,  vdio  built  the 

proDects—Dneproges,  Magnitka  and  others—  despite  hunger 
SltiSSTho^  climate,  ^o  defeated  German  fascism  an^vho 

J?’  can  do  anythipg.  The  defense  power 

USSR,  vhich  IS  reliably  restraining  imperialist  aggressive 
^acta^,  os  a  fact.  Furthenrofe,  a  naw,  a^et  person 
molded.  It  is  precisely  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  he  really^sts  and  acts 
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•that  the  Soviet  Union  can  set  for  itself  the  type  of  great  and  historically 
imparalleled  assignments  as  those  formulated  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress. 

Ihe  constructive  cAsjectives  formulated  the  CPSU  Congress  are  unbreakably 
and  dicilectically  connected  to  the  battle  for  peace  on  earth.  Success  in 
maldjig  quality  changes  and  achieving  a  historical  turn  in  perfecting  socialism 
depends  not  only  on  the  mobilization  of  the  entire  energy  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  party  and  the  people  but  also  on  success  in  defending  peace  and  avoiding 
nuclear  catastrophe. 

Comrade  Gort)achev's  report  and  the  documents  approved  at  the  congress 
reasserted  the  truth  that  socialism  is  the  main  filter  for  peace.  The 
congress'  materials  are  clearly  consistent  with  the  vitally  iit^rtant  problem 
effecting  all  nations:  how  to  survive,  how  to  rescue  civilization  vinder 
present  circumstances,  vdien  nuclear  weapons  question  the  very  existence  of 
mankind,  vAiile  iitperialism — ^the  old  historically  doomed  system — constantly 
inrges  on  the  anris  race  and  is  trying  to  move  it  to  outer  space.  In  order  the 
safeguard  peace  and  eliminate  the  threat  of  a  nuclear  conflagration,  the 
nations  and  all  peaceful  forces  on  earth  must  assume  the  initiative.  They 
must  carry  out  specific  actions  vJiich  would  guarantee  universal  security.  We 
must  use  and  strengthen  the  entire  potential  for  peace  and  reason  and 
goodwill,  turning,  in  addition  to  everything  else,  to  the  most  responsibly 
thin]dng  ruling  classes  in  the  capitalist  world.  It  is  only  thus  that  we  can 
isolate  the  aggr^sive  iitperialist  militaristic  circles  and  secure  a  peaceful 
life  for  the  people's  masses. 

Ihe  political  report  to  the  congress  contains  a  part  vftiich  the  bourgeois  mass 
information  ro^ia  prefer  to  ignore.  It  deals  with  the  foundations  for 
establishing  a  ccmprdiensive  system  of  international  security,  vftiidh  I  could 
describe  as  a  real  code  for  peaceful  coexistence,  a  kind  of  peace  charter.  It 
most  clearly  calls  not  only  for  banning  and  eliminating  nuclear,  chemical  and 
other  types  of  mass  destruction  weapons  and  cilso  describes  the  basis  on  vhich 
different  social  systems  can  coexist  on  earth,  without  being  threatened  the 
danger  of  nuclear  catastrophe.  In  ray  view,  this  part  of  the  report  plays  a 
particular  role  today.  It  is  the  direct  development  of  Lenin's  ideas  on 
peaceful  coexistence  among  countries  belonging  to  different  social  systems 
xmder  the  difficult  conditions  of  the  present. 

Socialism  ,  was  and  remains  the  spokesman  for  ideas  of  peace  and  international 
cooperation  and  the  main  guarantor  for  the  survival  of  mankind,  as 
convincingly  confirmed  by  the  27th  CPSU  Congress. 

OOPYRIGHT:  Izdatelstvo  TSK  KPSS  "Pravda".  ''Kcmraunist'',  1986 
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FOR  THE  GOOD  OF  ALL  MANKIND 

Moscow  KCMdCMTST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  85-86 

Progressive  Forty  of  the 

[Tejct]  I  had  the  opportunity  to  be  a  guest  of  the  27th  CFSU  Conoress  an 

congress  will,  unquestionably,  be 
social^  landmark  in  the  development  of  the  USSR  and  world 

soc^ism  Jit  alp  the  launching  pad  for  the  accelerated  and  irreversible 
pr^ess  of  mankind  toward  civilization  without  military  cataSJ^  ^ 

of  Soviet  communists  gathered  during  a  crucial,  a 
^  conte^  history,  and  its  resolutions  are  aimed  at  the 

^  ^cial  international  situation  in  favor  of  the 
naSSs  on  eSS^  democracy  and  socialism  and  for  the  good  of  all 

JOie  political  report  of  the  CPSU  Central  Ctoaonmittee  to  the  congress,  delivered 

SoS^.hl1;  i?  in  the  vie«  of  the  Sst 

cypnot  public,  as  innovative  and  revolutionary  in  terms  of  the  scooe  of 

S?  suggested  decisions,  ^ch  combine  greatness  of  objectives 
2!=,?^  approach^  to  achieve  them.  it  contains  a  profound  ^rxist- 

vital  problems  viiich  face  mankind  today,  the 
aCd^o?^  thS  the  stoiggle  for  tte  preservation  of  universe/  peace 

pd  for  the  plvation  of  human  civilization  from  self-destruction  Ihe 
jnprpsive  Soviet  proposals  on  banning  nuclear  tests  and  ^e  ^ad^ 
S^^SCturC^  nuclear  missiles  and  other  mass  destruction  weapons  by  Se  end 
MnS  the  prevention  of  an  arms  race  in  space,  dismantling  military 

wi'i-h  +-h2^  peapful  solution  of  all  disputes  through  talks  are  consistent 
r^ir^nt-I^^i  interests  and  ppectations  of  all  nations  and  with  the 
re^aremente  of  _  a  new  way  of  thinking  in  the  nuclear  century.  In  our  time 

puld  there  be  any  sensible  alternative  to  peaceful 
coeiastpp  among  comtries  with  different  social  systems,  for  thermonuclear 
war  would  leave  mankind  no  hope  for  survival  • 

are  trying  to  hinder  the  dynamic  development  of 
22=  other  members  of  the  socialist  community  with  the 

?®^.3nd  with  preparations  for  "star  wars.”  They  are 
trying  to  hinder  the  socialist  system's  possibility  of  fully  displaying  its 
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historical  advantages.  Instead  of  cortpeting  with  socialism  in  the  peaceful 
economic  field  for  the  sake  of  the  enhanced  well~being  of  the  peoples  ^and 
their  cultxire,  they  are  mounting  an  arms  race,  thus  trying  to  "bleed  white" 
the  USSR  and  the  entire  socialist  world. 

The  most  urgent  ta^  of  the  peoples  on  the  planet  and  of  the  broad  coalition 
of  anti-inperialist  and  antiwar  movements  is  now  to  force  the  ruling  circles 
of  the  United  States  and  other  iirperialist  countries  to  realize  tte  realities 
of  our  time  and  understand  the  futility  and  mortal  danger  of  their  pursuit  of 
military  superiority* 

The  suggestions  formulated  at  the  Leninist  party  ingress  on  creating  a 
ccatpr^ensive  system  of  international  security,  vhich  would  encanopass  the 
military,  political,  economic  and  humanitarian  are^  of  our  earth  are  an 
invaluable  constructive  contribution  to  rescuing  mankind  from  a^  devastating 
nuclear  conflagration.  Such  a  system  could  become  a  firm  foundation  for  peace 
on  earth. 

The  study  of  the  burning  problems  of  the  Near  and  Middle  East,  provided  by  the 
27th  CESU  Congress,  proves  yet  once  again  the  consistent  and  principle-minded 
position  of  the  Soviet  Union  toward  all  regioml  conflict  situatioi^,  vihich 
should  be  resolved  by  the  peoples  themselves  in  the  interest  of  their  social 
progress,  without  the  self-seeking  intervention  of  the  Iftiited  States  and  NATO, 
vhich  are  trying  to  preserve  hotbeds  of  military  and  political  tension 
throughout  the  world.  The  destructive  and  senseless  war  waged  between  Iraq 
and  Iran,  vhich  can  benefit  only  iitperialism  and  reaction,  should  be  stopped 
immediately.  The  Israeli  occupation  forces  must  withdraw  from  all  the  Ar^ 
territories  they  have  seized  and  the  Palestinian  people  must  exercise  their 
inalienable  right  to  live  in  an  independent  and  sovereign  national  state.  The 
problems  of  Lebanon  are  also  made  by  the  imperialists  and  their  accottplices — 
the  Israeli  Zionists.  Stopping  imperialist  intervention  in  Lebanon  would 
enable  the  people  of  that  long-suffering  comtry  to  settle  its  internal 
affairs  peacefully,  with  talks  among  national  political  forces. 

The  problem  of  Cyprus  is  yet  another  hotbed  of  tension  in  the  Middle  East  and 
the  Mediterranean.  The  occupation  of  about  two-fifths  of  Cypriot  territory  ty 
Turkish  forces  has  lasted  since  1974.  To  this  day  Turkey  is  refusing  to 
withdraw  its  forces  from  our  country,  thus  grossly  violating  Cypriot 
independence  and  territorial  integrity  and  ignori^  UN  resolutions  on  the 
Cypriot  problem.  The  imperialist  conspiracy  against  Cyprus  is  continuing. 
The  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are  trying  to  turn  our  island  into  a 
perpanent  unsinkable  aircraft  carrier  and  a  NATO  missile  base  aim^  ^at 
progressive  Arab  countries,  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  socialist 
countries. 

The  recent  Soviet  proposals  on  ways  to  settle  the  problem  of  Cyprus  were 
welcomed  by  the  Cypriot  people,  government  and  parliament  with  profound 
approval,  as  realistic  and  fruitful.  The  practical  implem^tation  of  the 
Soviet  initiatives  would  enable  Cyprus  to  became  a  territorially  integral, 
federated,  truly  independent,  sovereign,  nonaligned  and  demilitarized  comtry 
for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  Cypriot  people  and  for  strengthening  peace,  in 
the  Mediterranean  above  all. 
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Now  as  to  the  inost  iirportant  thing:  The  new  powerful  impetus  vftiich  the  27th 
Congress  provided  for  the  development  of  socialism  and  its  dynamic  ij^jsurge. 

In  a  tririy  i^ninist  style  the  congress  analyzed  the  achievements  and  problems 
of  Soviet  society  ^  earmarked  clear  guidelines  for  the  country's  future 
progr^.  intensive  and  accelerated  socioeconomic  development,  reaching  a 
(^itatively  new  condition  in  all  areas  of  social  life  on  the  basis  of  the 
utilization  of  the  results  of  the  scientific  and  technical  revolution  and  the 
energizing  of  the  constructive  efforts  of  the  working  people  are  the  key  to 
resolving  the  impressive  tasks  vhich  were  formulated.  The  proceedings  of  the 
ingress  thene^ves  clearly  proved  the  great  creative  power  of  Marxism- 
leninism  and  the  tremendous  possibilities  of  the  new  system  and  of  socialist 
donocra^.  D^uigly  applying  the  tried  weapon  of  the  cararnunists--criticism 
and  self-criticism  Comrade  Goitachev  and  all  other  speakers  at  the  congress 
e^lessly  ejposed  ^ssions  and  ^ortocmlngs.  The  Soviet  people,  to  Tnhdm  the 
entire  truth,  is  an  inexhaustible  source  of  strength  of  the 
OTSU.  The  party  has  nothing  to  conceal  from  the  masses,  for  it  was  born  of 
me  worfong  people  and  lives  and  works  for  the  sake  of  their  happiness.  The 

Congress  is  of  special  mobilizing 

^  social  progress  and  the 

socialist  future  of  their  countries. 

OOPyKEGHT:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Pravda".  "Kommunist",  1986 
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REAUTIES  OF  THE  OCMEEMPORARY  EPOCH 


THE  ERA  OF  OC)SMONAUriCS  MEANS  THE  ERA  OF  MAN! 

Mosccfw  lOfOJIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  fp  87-89 

[Article  by  Academician  R.  Sagdeyev,  director  of  the  USSR  Acadeiry  of  Sciences 
Institute  of  Space  Research] 

[Text]  On  the  eve  of  Cosmonautics  Day,  vhich  we  have  cel^rated  ev^  year 
for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century/  marking  the  memorable  ^ring  morning,  vhen 
Yuriy  Gagarin  made  the  first  orbital  flight  around  the  earth  in  the  history  of 
mankind,  all  Soviet  people  feel  a  great  spiritual  uplift. 

This  is  related,  above  all,  to  the  greatest  event  in  our  time — ^the  27th  CPSU 
Congress.  The  basic  documents  of  the  congress  formulate  the  strategy  and 
tactic  for  the  accelerated  progress  of  our  country  in  the  immediate  and  more 
distant  future.  The  new  draft  of  the  CPSU  program,  vhich  was  adopted  ty  the 
congress,  mentions,  in  particular,  the  increased  role  of  science  in  the 
conquest  of  space;  the  Basic  Directions  in  the  Economic  and  Social  Development 
of  the  USSR  call  for  "the  comprehensive  study. ...of  outer  space  and  the 
laniverse. " 

The  20th  century  is  rich  in  basic  accomplishments  of  epochal  significance. 
Unquestionably,  cosmonautics  holds  a  leading  place  among  them.  Drastically 
expanding  the  limits  of  transforming  creative  activity  and  scientific 
knowledge,  it  allowed  man  to  reach  new  depths  in  the  material  world  and 
provided  inordinate  opportunities  for  qualitatively  new  studies  and 
experiments  aimed  at  satis:^ing  many  ordinary  needs  of  social  practice.  Let 
us  note  that  cosmonautics  provided  not  simply  important  information  about  the 
earth,  the  sun  and  the  planets  in  the  solar  system  and  remote  objects  in  the 
universe  and  the  interplanetary  environment  but  also  information  unattainable 
by  any  other  means.  We  were  enriched  with  discoveries  vhich  substantially 
increased,  refined  and,  in  some  cases,  radically  changed  our  ideas  about  many 
processes  occurring  in  near-space  and  on  the  sun,  and  about  the  structure  of 
the  moon,  Venus  and  Mars. 

The  attitude  of  our  people  toward  the  tremendovis  area  of  activities  vhich  was 
opened  was  most  clearly  expressed  in  the  CPSU  program:  "The  stu<^  and 
conquest  of  ipace  must  take  place  only  for  peaceful  purposes,  for  the 
development  of  science  and  production,  in  accordance  with  the  nee^  of  all 
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nation^  ^  US^  favors  collective  efforts  in  resolving  this  problem  and 

will  actively  participate  in  such  international  cooperation.” 

inpler^tation  of  the  unique  multiple-purpose  international 
•Venus-imiey's  Comet”  project  was  a  vivid  manifestation  of  this  clearly 
humanistic  position.  ^ 

K  ^  6  March,  day  our  27th  party  congress  was  conpleting  its  work 

m  tte  Kremlm  Palace,  the  Soviet  automatic  station,  flew  across  the  gas  and 
dust  ewer  of  Halley's  comet,  making  for  the  first  time  in  the  world  a  direct 

of  this  celestial  body.  Using  instruments  jointly 
developed  by  scientists  and  specialists  from  the  USSR,  Austria:  Bulgaria 
amgary,  the  GER,  Poland,  France,  the  ERG  and  Czechoslovakia,  large-scale 
photo^jte  of  the  «pomet  core  were  obtained;  the  temperature  and  other 
charact^istics  of  this  "star  with  a  tail”  were  measured;  the  gas  and  dust 
cenp^ente  of  ite  matt^  were  chemically  analyzed.  The  electromagnetic  fields 
around  it  and  the  physical  processes  occurring  within  its  cover  were  studied. 

^  8  months,  the  Vega-1  station  had  flown  by  the  planet  Venus, 

drop^  a  deviTO  with  a  set  of  instruments  on  its  surface  and  left  an  aerostat 
atnmsphere,  ^as  a  resist  of  vhich  new  valuable  scientific  information 
was  obtained  on  earth,  vhich  is  still  being  processed. 

Af^  travelling  a_  distance  of  more  than  700  million  kilometers,  the 
interpl^tary  station  came  Close  enough  to  the  comet  to  take  the  planned 
scient^ic  measurements.  The  first  television  pictures  of  the  comet  were 
r^iv^  on  4  March  and  studies  of  the  comet  from  a  distance  of  14  million 
^l^ters  w^  uMertaten.  There  was  a  new  communication  on  5  March. 

^  scientific  measurements  were  made  and  photographs  taken 

a  3  hoj^  period,  as  the  station  flew  by  the  core  of  the  comet  at  a 

traveling  at  a  relative  speed  of  about  80 

variPtv^  11^1  than  500  television  photographs  taken  with  a 

variety  of  li^t  filters  were  transmitted  to  earth. 

program  was  coordinated  with  similar 
studies  conducted  by  the  European  ^ce  Agency,  the  United  States  and  Japan. 

Television  pictur^  were  taken,  physical  and  chemical  characteristics  of  the 

^  studied  on 

Su^y  9  Ma^  at  10:20  am  Moscow  time,  at  a  minimal  conputed  distance  of 

,200  ^lometers  from  the  core.  A  substantial  amount  of  additional 

dynamic  features,  structure  and  composition  of 

SSL  pictures  of  the  comet  photographed  in  various 

areas  of  the  optical  spectrum  were  relayed  to  earth. 

measurements  taken  during  the  periods  of  comraunication  with  the  Vega 
station,  enabled  us  to  refine  the  comet's  trajectory;  the  results  of  the 
processed  ^ta  were  submitted  to  the  European  Space  Agency  Control  Center  for 
^ing-T^  tte  Giotto  apparatus  more  precisely.  This  station,  named  after  the 
famous  I^ian  painter  of  the  turn  of  the  14th  century,  vho  depicted  the  comet 

^  famous  murals,  came  close  to  the  core  of  the  comet  on  the  night 

or  13  March.  ^ 


102 


Currently  the  received  information  is  being  processed  by  the  Space  Research 
Institute  and  the  other  institutes  of  the  USSR  Acadetry  of  Sciences  and  the 
scientific  centers  of  the  osuntries  participating  in  the  inte:^tional  "Venus- 
Halley's  Ccinet"  project.  The  preliminary  results  of  the  joint  studies  from 
the  three  programs  will  be  publi^ed  in  May.  Something  about  them  could  be 
said  as  of  now.  Thus,  the  hypothesis  was  confirmed  according  to  vhidh  the 
core  of  the  comet  is  a  huge  irregularly  ^ped  luirp  of  "dirt^"  ice*  it  is 
approximately  11  kilometers  long  and  7  kilometers  wide.  Its  surface  is  coated 
by  some  kind  of  r^ractory  material  1  centimeter  thick,  the  composition  of 
vhich  is  being  studied. 

We  were  able  to  obtain  quite  important  information  on  the  interaction  between 
the  comet  and  the  solar  wind.  Incidentally,  the  stu<^  of  the  bdiavior  of 
solar  plasma  in  interplanetary  space  is  of  great  importance  not  oi^y  to 
astrophysicists  but  also  to  earth  specialists,  for  the  "weather  kitchen" 
probably  depends  can  the  bdiavior  of  the  flows  of  solar  plasma  as  well. 

The  direct  photographs  from  the  c3ore  of  the  planet  and  5,000  spectrograms  of 
its  radiation,  in  a  range  from  the  closet  ultraviolet  area  to  the  infrared 
(spectrograms  vhich  allow  us  to  determine  the  chemical  exposition  of  the 
nucleus  and  the  processes  occurring  within  it)  are  the  most  impressive  results 
obtained. 

Equally  essential  is  the  fact  that  the  unique  ec^ipment,  designed  aM 
manufactured  by  our  engineers  in  cooperation  with  foreign  colleagues,  for  this 
entire  project  and,  particularly,  the  unique  television-photographic  complex, 
vhich  enabled  us  to  photograph  a  comet  with  a  high  resolution  from  a  distance 
of  8,000  kilometers,  proved  its  eioellent  qualities  preserving  for  more 
than  1  year  its  impecoable  efficiency  under  the  exceptionally  har^  conditions 
of  interplanetary  flight.  This  sucoessful  test  unquestionably  proov^  the 
high  merits  of  this  equipment  and  its  performance,  quality  and  reliability. 

It  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  consider  the  fli^t  of  the  two  Vega  Soviet 
automatic  stations  and  the  instruments  developed  by  our  foreign  colleagues  for 
the  study  of  Halley's  comet  an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  study  of  the 
universe.  Furthermore,  this  also  contributes  to  the  strengthening  of  friendly 
relation  among  scientists  and  sp)ecialists  from  different  countries,  based  on 
the  common  interest  of  finding  the  objective  truth. 

As  the  world  press  noted,  this  new  outstanding  acxomplishment  of  Soviet 
cosmonautics  was  a  first  step  toward  the  implementation  of  the  historical 
resolutions  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  on  the  further  study  and  mastery  of 
outer  sp)ace  for  poacoful  purpxses  and  the  gcxxJ  of  mankind.  A  meeting  between 
M.S.  Gorbachev,  C3SU  Central  Cemnmittee  general  secretary,  and  scientists  and 
specialists  vho  took  p)art  in  work  on  the  "Venus-Halley's  Comet"  project  was 
held  at  the  Kremlin  on  18  March.  The  author  of  this  ^icle  had  the  good 
fortune  of  being  among  them.  We  described  the  basic  results  and  most 
important  features  of  the  flight  of  the  Vega  automatic  stations.  The  first 
question  jocularly  asked  ty  Mikhail  Sergeyevich  was:  "How  ceme  that  this 
event  coincided  with  the  proceedings  of  our  congress?"  The  answer  was  equally 
jcxmolar,  with  a  significant  nodding  of  the  head  vpwards:  "It  is  those  up 
there  that  are  responsible  for  the  movements  of  the  planets."  "Well,  come  on" 
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Mikteil  s^eyevidh  said  laughingly,  "this  means  that  'there'  as  well  there  is 
a  kiM  feeling  toward  us!"  This  was  the  informal  atmosphere  in  vfliidh  our  talk 
held.  Aft^  warmly  congratulating  all  us,  Mikhail  Sergeyevich  eraciiasized 
the  role  of  science  in  the  strategy  of  the  economic  and  social  development  of 
our  society,  the  importance  of  international  cooperation  in  the  peaceful 
conquest  of  outer  ^ce  and  the  further  assertion  of  the  peaceful  course  of 
our  Leninist  party  and  Soviet  people. 

As  to  the  ^d^e  of  jocular  replies,  an  unwitting  association  of  ideas  leads 
1^,  materialists,  to  the  thought  that,  naturally,  the  legitimate  course  of 
h^ory  concerning  those  of  us  vho  are  building  a  ooranunist  future  is  quite 
favorable  "  Howev^,  the  inevitably  objective  trend  does  not  lower  our 
re^nsibility  to  this  future,  for  the  objective  laws  of  society  are  observed 
by  people,  and  the  prevention  of  "star  wars"  and  the  acceleration  of  social 
progress  as  a  ibole  depend  on  the  conscious  efforts  of  millions  of  people 

ideals.  We,  scientists,  must  be  in  the  vanguard  of 
these  efforts,  as  the  Cammunist  Party  demands  of  us. 


00P3®iair:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KESS  "Pravda".  "Kominunist",  1986 
5003 

CSO:  1802/11 


104 


SPACE  WITHDUT  WEAPONS  AND  EAE?IH  WITHOC3T  WAI?S 

Moscow  KCMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  90-100 

[Article  by  V.  Sevastyanov,  USSR  pilot-cosmonaut,  twice  Hero  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  V.  PryaMiin,  candidate  of  historical  sciences,  and  G.  Khozin,  Dr  of 
historical  sciences] 

[Text]  The  27th  CPSU  Congress  will  enter  world  history  as  an  event  of 
tremendous  sociopolitical  significance.  The  latest  meeting  of  Soviet  party 
members  in  the  20th  century  realistically  assessed  the  possibilities  of  the 
21st  century.  The  main  targets  and  traids  of  party  foreign  policy  strategy 
formulated  at  the  congress  are  a  special  blend  of  a  philosophy  of  p^ce  with  a 
program  for  peaceable  specific  practical  actions.  Their  purpose  is  not  oi^y 
to  rescue  and  preserve  the  planet  from  global  catastrophe  but  also  to  provide 
ai  1  the  necessary  c^onditions  for  the  third  millennium  in  mankind's  history  to 
lay  the  beginning  of  peaceful  cooperation  among  all  nations  in  resolving  the 
problems  of  mankind  de^ite  all  contradictions  among  different  social  systems 
and  states. 

The  large-scale  plans  formulated  by  the  corn^ess  are  iitibued  with  the  spirit  of 
socialist  morality  and  justice.  They  met  with  the  warm  approval  of  the  entire 
Soviet  people  and  the  frat^mal  socialist  coimtries.  They  are  highly  rated  by 
the  entire  worldwide  progressive  public.  This  is  no  accident.  Concerned 
with  the  destinies  of  civilization,  deeply  believing  in  the  power  of  the  human 
mind  and  doing  everything  possible  to  free  the  peoples  from  the  burden  of 
militarism,  the  CESU  is  proclaiming  a  long-term  program  worthy  of  the  great 
mission  of  building  a  society  based  on  labor,  freedom  and  construction.  In 
concluding  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  r^rt  to  the  27th  Party  Congress,  M.S. 
Gorbachev,  CPSU  Central  Committee  general  seca^etary,  made  a  statement  vhich 
cannot  leave  anyone  on  this  earth  indifferent:  "In  the  current  alarming 
century,  our  social  and,  I  would  say,  vital  strategy  is  aimed  at  having  the 
people  care  for  the  planet  and  the  skies  and  outer  ^ce,  develop  the  latter 
as  new  settlers  of  a  peaceful  civilization,  toying  purged  life  from  nuclear 
nightmares  and  totally  releasing  the  best  qualities  of  a  unique  inhabitant  of 
the  universe,  such  as  man,  for  exclusively  creative  purposes." 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  most  iirportant  landmarks  in  the  progress  of  mankind, 
\diich  is  increasingly  proving  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  universe,  vhose 
activities  are  not  limited  to  earth  alone,  are  related  to  the  iirplementation 
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of  the  daring  plans  of  the  new  society.  The  heroic  toil  of  the  Soviet  people 
cpened  for  manldM  a  path  to  outer  space.  On  4  October  1957  the  Soviet  Union 
launched  the  first  earth  satellite  in  the  world  and  from  that  •hiiwa  on  has 

engaged  in  si^tematic  efforts  to  stucty  and  use  outer  space  for  peaceful 
purposes. 

toe-<yiart^  of  a  century  ago,  party  member  Yuriy  Gagarin,  a  citizen  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  made  tte  first  flight  in  ^ce.  This  unforgettable  fact  was  was 
mcked  by  the  exploit  of  the  toiling  pecple  vho,  within  a  historically  short 
ti^  had  raised  their  homeland  from  a  relatively  low  level  of  and 
material  and  technical  development  to  truly  breathtaJdng  high  acconplishments 
of  contemporary  civilization.  The  efforts  of  hundreds  of  collectives  in 

scientific  laboratories  and  design  bureaus  possible 
the  first  step  of  the  direct  penetration  of  outer  space  by  man. 

^  its  time,  Magell^'s  round-the-iirorld  espedition  took  3  years.  It  anwzpd 
ite  contemporaries  with  the  hugeness  of  the  world's  oceans  and  inhabited  land; 
the  1  hour  and  48  minute  Gagarin  flight  made  everyone  realize  that  the  "cradle 
of  mankind"  (as  Tsiolkovskiy  described  our  planet)  was  not  all  that  big  on  the 
s^e  of  the  universe  and  that  the  growth  of  industry  and  the  technical  power 
of  nankmd,  thoughtl^s  and  rash  actions  of  countries  in  the  use  of  their 
^lentific  and  technical  potential,  not  to  mention  military  conflicts 
involvii^  the  xjse  of  the  latest  mass  destructicai  weapons,  make  the  earth 

vulne^le  and  demand  of  mankind  a  careful  attitude  toward  their  unique  isle 
of  life,  the  universe. 


In  ^e  la^_c^taary,  ^F.  Engels  could  write  with  full  justificatiai  that  "our 
•  ^  physics,  chemistry  and  biology  are  exceptionally  geocentric, 

aimed  at  earth  only"  (K.  Marx  and  F.  Engels,  "Soch."  [Works],  vol  20,  p  553). 
Theoreti^l  knowledge  began  to  free  itself  frcm  geocentrism  with  the  adoption 
of  tte  ^^ry  of  Copernicus.  With  Gargarin's  flight  mankind  went  beyond  the 
^e  planet,  extending  its  specific  activities  into  space.  This  in 
substantially  new  factors  in  our  general  outlook  and 

politics. 


£iJ^  cosmonaut  in  the  world  was  amazed  by  the  beauty  of  our  planet.  He 
the  first  person  in  history  to  look  at  it  from  the  universe,  as  though 
from  the  ^tside,  thus  practically  introducing  into  our  outlook  a  new 
unive^  dim^tion.  Indeed,  it  is  particularly  topical  today  to  assess  the 
most  important  thoughts  and,  in  particular,  nature-transforming  projects  vhich 
are  being  formulated  in  different  countries,  in  addition  to  all  other  factors 
al^  frcm  the  view^int  of  their  potential  impact  on  the  bio^here  as  a  vhole, 
takl^  their  social  consequences  into  consideration.  The  Soviet  Union  has 
considered  and  is  continuing  to  consider  its  activities  in  fpace  as  a 
necess^  contribution  to  the  progress  of  all  mankind.  "This  is  an 
unparalleled  victory^  of  man  over  the  forces  of  nature,  the  greatest 
aco^lishment  of  science  and  technolcgy  and  the  triuirph  of  the  human  spirit. 
Man  s  flints  in  outer  space  have  begun. ...  We  consider  victory  in  the 

congest  of  ^ce  not  only  an  achievement  of  our  own  people  but  of  all 
mankind.  We  jcyfully  put  such  acxxarplishments  on  the  survice  of  all  nations 
^  name  of  progress,  happiness  and  well-being  of  all  peoples  on  earth.  We 
put  our  acjccmpl  ishments  and  discoveries  not  on  the  service  of  war  but  of  peace 
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and  tiie  security  of  nations,”  stated  the  appeal  of  the  CEBU  Central  Ccanramittee, 
USSR  Sv:5)reme  Soviet  Presidium  and  Government  of  the  Soviet  Union  to  the 
Ccaiiraunist  Party,  the  pecple  of  the  Soviet  Union,  to  the  peoples  ai^ 
governments  of  all  countries  and  to  all  progressive  mankind  (PRAVDA,  13  i^ril 
1961) . 

Gagarin's  name  became  the  symbol  of  mankind's  new  self-awareness  and  a  new 
measure  of  responsibility  for  the  fate  of  life  on  earth.  The  peoples  of  the 
world  realized  their  universal  interconnection  and  the  interdependence  of 
relations  vhich  objectively  lead  to  increasing  integration.  Furthermore,  the 
possibility  of  scientific  and  technical  progress  has  reached  such  a  level  that 
even  changes  on  the  scale  of  the  solar  system  would  no  longer  seem  all  that 
fantastic.  The  conviction  is  growing  in  many  countries  that  climbing  tte 
cosmic  steps  of  civilization  should  bring  about,  as  K.E.  Tsiolkovskiy,  said, 
"mountains  of  bread  and  infinite  power, "  and  that  the  misuse  of  the  "golden 
fruits"  of  the  natural  sciences  and  technology  for  the  benefit  of  the  selfish 
interest  of  the  aggressive  circles  in  the  capitalist  world  puts  the  planet  on 
the  brink  of  a  terrible  catastrophe. 

Conversely,  the  daily  practical  activities  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other 
socialist  countries  provide  numerous  proofs  of  the  way  improvements  in  the 
potential  of  spa<3e  technology  is  increasingly  related  to  plans  for 
socioeconomic  development  and  aimed  at  the  solution  of  the  most  topical 
problems  of  all  mankind.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  space  not  only  requires 
funds  to  satis^  the  interest  of  scientists,  for  today  outlays  for  ^ce 
research  are  becoming  tangible  national  econamic  assets.  At  the  present  time 
the  achievements  of  cosmonautics  are  enterir^  the  daily  lives  of  all 
countries,  both  the  "space  powers,"  i.e.,  those  vhich  independently  create  and 
operate  space  equipment  for  various  purposes,  as  well  cis  others.  ^plied 
orbital  systems,  equipped  with  instruments,  are  solving  inportant  national 
econamic  problems,  such  as  surveying  and  assessing  natural  resources  on  earth, 
analyzing  the  condition  of  the  environment,  providing  reliable  and  fast 
cxjmmunications  and  navigation  and  meteorological  observations  and  various 
cartographic  charts,  etc.  Navigation  satellites  enable  us  to  determine  the 
coordinates  of  ships  with  maximal  accuracy  in  a  few  seconds'  time,  thi^ 
helping  ship  captains.  Under  the  conditions  of  "oversaturation"  of  air 
transport  lines,  geostationary  corarnunications  satellites  can  perform  the 
functions  of  space  dispatcher  systems  for  communications  by  air. 
International  space  satellite  ccoramunication  and  navigation  systems  have  been 
created  and  are  successfully  operating,  such  as  Intersputnik,  Intelsat  and 
Tmarsat.  The  international  SOSPAS-SARSAT  International  System,  used  to  rescue 
the  crews  of  ships  in  difficulty,  has  been  operational  for  about  3  years.  It 
includes  a  network  of  observation  and  cxxoraunication  satellites,  permanently 
orbiting,  and  grounds  reception  centers  in  the  USSR,  the  United  States, 
France,  Canada  and  other  countries.  In  the  first  4  years  of  work  alone  this 
system  baa  provided  assistance  in  137  catastrcphes  and  helped  rescue  hundreds 
of  people. 

With  the  help  of  such  technology  Soviet  cosmonauts  have  successfully  resolved 
a  nurtiber  of  inportant  problems  included  in  the  plans  for  the  country's 
econcdtiic  and  socieil  development,  such  as  surveying  new  and  refining  known 
reserves  of  mineral  deposits  in  the  area  of  the  Baykal-Amur  Mainline,  an 
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assessment  of  water  and  snow  resources  in  the  Pamir  and  obtaining  information 
^  Centers  of  forest  swanps.  Earth  telonetry  soundings  revealed  new 

addition^  reserves  for  the  people's  econom/.  The  system  of  space  support 
information  for  agriculture  developed  in  our  country  allows  us  to  issue 
recammendatica^  for  each  aspect  of  agricultural  production  frm  plowing  to 
crop  ha^esti^.  Technical  facilities  enable  us  to  stucfy  from  outer  space 
soil  salinization,  moisture  and  heat  release. 

Suoo^ful  stu(^es  are  being  made  of  the  world's  oceans,  covering  the 
condition  and  distribution  of  its  bianass,  the  directions  of  weak  and  strong 
currents,  ^  temperature  zones,  etc.  The  range  of  interests  of  applied 
cosmonautics  esctends  to  the  sea  bottom  and  its  mineral  resources. 

P^fecting  the  potential  of  space  technolo^,  vhich  makes  possible  scientific 
and  applied  activities  beyond  the  earth's  atmosphere  prxivided  a  powerful 
unpetus  for  the  appearance  and  development  of  new  sectors  of  scientific 
ta^ledge  and  technical  progress,  such  as  space  biology,  space  medicine,  space 
sti^  of  materials,  ete.  Each  one  of  them  opens  new  opportunities  to  mankind. 

-^J^^^^^-istrialization  of  near— space  will  enable  us  to  develop  various  types 
of  items  aM  to  obtain  new  materials  and  a  variety  of  industrial  prxDducts 
under  conditions  of  weightlessness  and  deep  vacuum. 

pie  paceful  utilization  of  outer  space  will  make  a  substantial  contribution 
to  the  plution  of  many  global  problems.  Deploying  solar  energy  systems  in 
^ce  will  enable  us  to  use  the  essentially  inexhaustible  resources  of  energy 
pleased  by  the  sun;  scientists  are  speaking  of  basic  possibilities  of 
brn^pg  to  earth  the  minepL  resources  of  planets  and  asteroids  for  purposes 
ot  pdustari^  use.  Unquestionably,  international  cooperation  would  hasten  the 
pplementation  of  pch  possibilities  and  contribute  to  the  efficient  solution 
of  eplogical,  mineral-raw  material  and  demographic  problems,  problems  of 
living  standard  of  the  population  and  eliminating  cultural 
baCkwanpess,  disea^,  hunger  and  poverty.  Naturally,  the  use  of  new 

scientific  ap  technical  achievements  will  not  yield  expected  results  without 
proper  political  and  social  measures. 

Until  quite  recently  these  ap  other  ideas  on  the  peaceful  utilization  of 
cpp  space  seemed  either  utopian  or  excessively  ejq)ensive.  Ttday  much  of 
pat  we  could  pt  even  dream  of  is  assuming  real  features.  Thus,  for  example, 
durpg  the  first  stege  of  the  fourth  long  expedition  aboard  the  Salyut-7 
Sovpt  orbital  statpn,  a  series  of  biotechnical  experiments  was  performed 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  especially  pure  biologically  active  substancas.  One 
such  study  involved  extracting  substances  through  electrophoresis.  On  earth 
pch  pbstances  are  used  as  standards  of  purity  for  vaccines  and  serums  and 
•  •  ’^'^^cturirig  of  new  effective  drugs.  Another  study  dealt  with 
ctoteinpg  gels  in  oteit,  \hich  can  be  used  on  earth  as  "molecular  sieves." 

ith  their  help,  using  electrophoretic  systems  on  earth,  the  production  of 
equally  pure  and  biologically  active  substances  as  in  orbit  becomes  possible. 

It  wpld  be  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  peaceful  development  of  space  is  a 
technical  progress.  It  is  precisely  the  needs  of  cosmonautics 
fne  extreme  need  to  save  a  few  grams  of  wei^t  or  cubic  centimeters  of 
volimne  of  space  devices  that  boosted  electronic  miniaturization.  The 
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subsequQit  lase  of  microelectronics  in  the  national  econdny  and  in  daily  life 
is  caramon  knowledge.  Characteristic  of  practical  activities  in  the 
development  of  outer  space  in  the  mid  1980s  are  new  features,  such  as  the 
combined  operation  of  several  systens,  the  organization  of  space-earth 
corrplexes,  vhich  enable  ns  to  collect  and  process  information  from  space  and 
take  it  to  the  consumers,  and  the  creation  of  the  initial  units  of  the  future 
infrastructure  of  industrial  output  in  outer  space  as  a  necessary  element  of 
the  "earth's  econcmy." 

One  of  the  vivid  erairples  of  the  major  contribution  made  by  cosmonautics  in 
world  science  was  the  inplementation  of  the  compr^ensive  multiple-purpose 
program  for  the  stuic^  of  Bailey's  comet  with  the  help  of  the  Vega-l  and  Vega-2 
Soviet  autcmatic  stations.  Ihe  program  was  formulated  by  scientists  and 
specialists  from  countries  participating  in  the  international  "Venus-Hailey's 
Comet"  project. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  press,  the  successful  ittplementation  of  the  large- 
scale  international  project  on  the  study  of  the  planet  Venus  and  Halley's 
comet,  with  the  participation  of  large  groi^e  of  scientists  and  specialists 
from  socialist  and  capitalist  countries,  proved  the  real  possibilities  and 
broad  prospects  for  the  peaceful  development  Of  outer  space  through  the 
combined  efforts  of  different  countries. 

The  development  of  a  new  work  cycle  by  coanonauts  Leonid  Kizim  and  Vladimir 
Solovyev,  aboard  the  Mir  orbital  scientific  station,  vhich  is  a  basic  block  in 
building  a  multiple-purpose  permanent  manned  cotplex  in  orbit,  was  a  major 
event  in  the  development  of  outer  space.  This  is  a  third-generation  station, 
equipped  with  conputers,  a  more  advanced  power  si:pply  system  and  new 
instruments.  Six  coupling  ^sterns  allow  the  docking  of  several  transport 
space  :^ips  and  the  ejparision  of  the  station  with  modules  for  scientific  and 
national  economic  purposes.  This  offers  the  possibility  of  building  an  entire 
research  "city"  in  miniature,  with  a  series  of  branches  of  scientific  and 
production  companies.  This  ma]ces  K.E.  Tsiolkovskiy's  dream  of  "ethereal 
settlements  in  the  universe"  possible. 

The  further  development  of  space  technology  and  the  increasingly  compr^ensive 
and  intensified  stuc^  and  practical  utilization  of  outer  space  cure  consistent 
with  the  objective  laws  of  the  needs  of  mankind.  It  is  precisely  here  that 
vectors  from  opposite  directions  harmoniously  combine — ^the  broadened  area  of 
direct  human  activities  in  space  and  the  increasing  "participation"  of  space 
in  human  affairs.  This  merger  ref lects  the  ^tire  essence  of  the  integral 
concept  of  peaceful  "space"  progress  as  an  alternative  to  scientific  research 
and  experimental  design  work  for  military  purposes. 

The  25  years  vhich  have  passed  since  man's  first  flight  in  history  offer 
abundant  proof  that  the  growth  of  the  scientific  and  technical  power  of 
mankind  and  its  penetration  of  the  Universe  are  inseparable  from  the  conplex 
and  comprehensive  confrontation  and  interaction  among  states  with  different 
social  systems  on  earth.  The  politiOally  heterogeneous  mankind  clearly  feels 
the  growing  burden  of  antagonistic  contradictions  of  the  ci^olete  social 
system.  These  are  capitalist  contradictions  in  U.S.  space  activities,  vhich 
are  beginning  to  threaten  the  interest  of  the  entire  planet. 
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Basically,  space  ^ould  be  the  vmiversal  property  of  mankind.  No  otlier  area 
of  conscious  ^  purposeful  activities  is  so  closely  related  to  the  need  for 
broad  international  cooperation.  K.E.  Tsiolkovskiy  considered  a  "cosmic  view" 
on  things  needed  for  the  maximally  possible  realization  of  mankind's  creative 
potential  for  tlie  canmon  good.  He  considered  man's  emerg^ce  in  space  a  means 
of  icoplem^tation  of  lofty  hianahistic  ideals.  "In  vrorking  on  jet  devices," 
the  scientist  said,  "I  had  peaceful  and  lofty  objectives  in  mind:  to  conquer 
^oe  for  the  good  of  mankind...."  ("K.E.  Tsiolkovskiy  i  Nauchno- 
Teldmicheskiy  Progress"  [K.E.  Tteiblkovskiy  and  Scientific  and  Technical 
Progress].  Naiika,  Moscow,  1982,  p  156) . 

Ihe  aspiration  to  make  science  and  technology  as  a  vhole  and  cosmoraxitics  in 
particular  instruments  of  peace  and  progress  and  an  arena  for  and 

mutually  profitable  cooperation  is  inherent  in  socialist  society.  "Do  I  feel 
in  undertaJcing  a  space  flight?"  Yuriy  Gagarin  said  before  the  launch,. 
"Naturally,  I  am,  for  at  all  times  and  in  all  ages  it  has  been  the  great 
happiness  of  p^le  to  participate  in  new  discoveries.  I  would  like  to 
dedi^te  this  first  flight  to  the  people  of  communism — a  society  vhich,  I  am 
confident,  will  be  joined  ty  all  people  on  earth. " 

At  the  time  that  the  first  earth  cosmonaut  was  saying  these  words,  full  of 
concern  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind,  work  on  the  development  of 
space  technology  for  military  purposes  was  already  in  full  swing  in  the  United 
States.  The  prediction  of  Academician  S.P.  Korolev,  the  great  friend  and 
tutor  of  Soviet  cosmonauts,  and  the  main  designer  of  space  equipment,  was 
being  resized.  As  early  as  the  1930s,  as  a  young  engineer  and  enthusiastic 
worker  in  rocitetry,  he  wrote  in  one  of  his  works  that  "in  the  capitalist 
countoies,  however,  vhere  each  achievement  of  science  and  technology  is 
considered,  above  all,  from  the  vievpoint  of  its  suitability  for  war,  the 
development  of  rockets  for  innocuous  puiposes  could  hardly  draw  great 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  government  or  funding.  The  intensive  development 
of  rocitetry  over  the  past  decade  is,  unquestionably,  taking  place  under  the 
sign  of  preparations  for  war. .  . ."  ("Tvorcheskoye  Naslediye  Akademika  Sergeya 
Pavlovicha  Koroleva"  [The  Creative  legacy  of  Academician  Sergey  Pavlovich 
Korolev].  Nauka,  Moscow,  1980,  jp  69-70). 

The  tr^  inherent  in  imperialism  of  one-sided  utilization  of  the  achievements 
of^  science  and  technology  in  the  military  area  did  not  bypass  American 
astronautics.  The  stucfy  of  official  documents  regulating  the  U.S.  space 
program  and  statements  by  the  President  and  members  of  the  military  department 
and  scientists  lead  to  the  conclusion  teat  tee  trend  toward  tee  militarization 
of  American  astronautics  is  considered  a  legitimate  process.  The  active  use 
for  outer  ^ce  for  military  purposes  is  considered  tocJay,  as  it  was  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  one  of  the  most  attractive  themes  in  tee  political  struqcrle 
for  tee  U.S.  presidency. 

In  1946^  tee  scientific-reseaixh  organization  of  tee  U.S. A.,  tee  Rand 
Corporation,  closely  connected  to  tee  military  department,  carried  out  its 
first ^  assignment.  It  submitted  a  report  titled  "Preliminary  Project  for 
Ejperimental  Space  Ships  for  Flights  Around  tee  Earth."  The  report  listed  tee 
possible  areas  for  tee  military  utilization  of  space  apparatus  in  tee  future, 
manned  and  immanned.  The  American  researchers  themselves  acknc3wledge  tee 
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persistent  trend  of  utilization  of  the  results  of  the  U.S.  space  program  for 
military  purposes,  viiich  was  started  even  before  space  launchings.  "TalcLng 
into  consideration  the  sources  of  the  national  space  program  and  for  its 
steac^  funding,  the  U.S.  concern  for  the  fact  that  the  national  security  of 
t±ie  country  largely  depends  on  the  develcpnent  of  space  technology  beccmes 
obvious”  ("System  Analysis  and  Policy  Planning,  implications  in  Defense,"  New 
York,  1968,  p  314) .  The  superficially  harmless  words  about  national  security 
conceal  plans  for  the  militarization  of  space  and  converting  it  into  an  arena 
of  combat  operations. 

Ronald  Reagan  has  outstripped  all  of  his  predecessors  in  the  presidency  in  his 
plans  for  converting  outer  space  into  an  arena  of  military  confrontation  and 
in  engaging  in  dangerous  actions  in  that  direction.  Special  Presidential 
Directive  No  42  on  the  new  U.S.  policy  in  the  stucfy  and  utilization  of  outer 
space  in  the  1980s  and  beyond  was  promulgated  as  early  as  July  1982.  The 
formulations  in  this  official  document  are  in  the  spirit  of  the  most  militant 
political  statements  by  the  President  and  his  closest  retinue.  For  exairple, 
the  directive  stated  that  the  development  of  so-called  antisatellites  has  been 
undertaken,  as  a  "deterrent  to  the  threats  to  space  systems  operated  by  the 
United  States  and  its  allies." 

In  accordance  with  this  directive,  an  interdepartmental  coordination  group  was 
set  under  the  President,  assigned  to  analyze  the  various  alternatives  in 
the  development  of  space  technology  in  accordance  with  the  military, 
;^litical,  economic’  and  other  interests  of  the  United  States.  Ihe  results  of 
this  analysis  were  reported  to  the  President.  The  groim  included  the  deputy 
secretary  of  defense,  the  chairman  of  the  joint  chiefs  of  staff,  the  deputy 
secretary  of  state,  the  director  of  the  CIA,  the  director  NASA,  the  director 
of  the  Disarmament  and  Arms  Control  Agency,  the  deputy  secretaiy  of  commerce 
and  representatives  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  the  Budget  and  of  the 
Office  of  Science  and  Technology.  The  nature  of  the  departments  predominating 
in  this  groi:^)  clearly  indicates  that  the  Republican  administration  intends  to 
channel  the  potential  of  the  U.S.  space  program  above  all  into  the  military 
area. 

The  latest  data  indicate  that  the  plans  of  the  administration  have  little  in 
common  with  defense,  for  it  is  a  question  above  all  of  protecting  the 
launching  sites  of  ballistic  missiles  and  creating  favorable  conditions  vhich 
would  enable  the  United  States  to  deal  a  first  preeitptive  strike.  The  AIR 
FORCE  journal,  vhich  is  close  to  the  Pentagon  and  the  corporations  in  the 
military-industrial  cotrplex,  recently  acknowledged  that  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense  is  alreacty  engaged  in  the  inpleroentation  of  a  "new  long-term  program 
vftiich  will  determine  ways  of  developing  a  ccmbined  system  of  antiaircraft, 
antispace  and  antimissile  defense"  (AIR  FORCE,  vol  68,  no  2,  1985,  p  45).  The 
main  priority  and  the  essential  conponent  of  this  "Strategic  Defense 
Architectural  Plan  2000"  is  the  notorious  "Strategic  Defense  Initiative"  (SDI) 
or,  as  it  has  beccme  known  in  the  United  States  and  in  many  other  countries. 
President  Reagan's  "star  wars"  program. 

The  "strategic  defense  initiative"  of  the  Republican  administration,  which  was 
granted  governmental  status  and  is  absorbing  significant  intellectual  and 
material  resources  of  the  United  States  and  some  of  its  NATO  allies,  provides 
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a  stxiJdjig  contrast  to  the  very  logic  and  the  realities  of  the  contetrporary 
scientific  and  technical  revolution.  It  is  precisely  as  world  cosmonautics 
enters  its  period  of  maturity  and  can  repay  a  hundredfold  huge  material 
resource  and  vhen  the  contribution  of  scientists,  designers,  engineers, 
techmcians  and  workers  has  made  possible  the  beginning  of  the  space  age  of 
itiankind,  that  Wa^ington  has  drafted  the  sinister  plan  of  converting  space 
into  an  arena  of  combat  operations,  a  plan  for  the  development  "star  wars" 
weapons.  Its  inplementation  drastically  changes  the  system  of  priorities  in 
sci^tific  and  technical  progress  in  the  United  States  and  forces  the  other 
capitalist  countries  to  follow  suit  to  the  detriment  of  their  own  economic  and 
even  military  interests. 

Althou^  the  need  for  a  new  type  of  a  political  thinking  has  long  become 
necessary,  vMch  would  allow  all  countries,  regardless  of  social  system,  to 
hasten  the  time  when  wars  will  be  excluded  from  the  life  of  mankind  and  the 
planet  will  be  totally  rid  of  nuclear  and  other  mass  destruction  weapons, 
imperialism  stufcbon^y  refuses  to  abandon  obsolete  iriilitary-political 
doctrines  and  theoretical  concepts.  As  E.A.  Shevardnadze,  usai  TnTnigi-g>y»  of 
foreign  affairs,  noted  in  his  speech  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress,  "iirperialism 
IS  not  about  to  abandcxi  the  persistent  idea  that  the  most  progressive 
achievem^ts  of  the  human  mind  embodied  in  means  of  destruction  can  perpetuate 
its  danination  and  hold  back  the  progress  of  history.  However,  the 
possibilities  and  nature  of  modem  weapons  are  such  that  they  void  the  policy 
of  confrontation  and  struggle  of  all  meaning." 

The  militarization  of  qpace  activities  by  the  United  States  and  other 
capitalist  countries  is  not  limited  merely  to  work  on  the  development  of 
w^ponry  systems  to  be  used  in  and  from  outer  space.  Plans  for  military  space 
aircraft  and  for  the  in  the  interest  of  the  Pentagon  of  the  Ooluntoia 
permanent  orbital  station,  in  the  development  of  vhich  Western  European 
countries  and  Japan  have  agreed  to  participate,  and  plans  for  widening  the 
arsenal  of  applied  military  outer  space  systems  have  alreac^  been  public. 

The  monq^ly  circles  ignore  universally  accepted  ethical  norms  or 
considerations  of  elementary  common  sense  vhenever  they  have  the  possibility 
of  lowing  a  profit  from  ary  new  form  of  lethal  business  (that  is  precisely 
vhat  cosmonautics  has  become  to  them  today) .  Furthermore,  some  people  are 
rea(^  to  raise  this  vicious  principle  to  the  rank  of  moral  virtue. 

increasing  funds  for  military  purposes,  appropriated  by  the 
governments  of  the  capitalist  countries,  the  United  States  above  all,  are 
indeed  the  "booster  ^ots"  for  the  militarized  sectors  of  the  economies  of 
toese  countries.  It  is  thanks  to  such  "philanthropy"  at  the  expense  of  the 
interest  of  the  working  people  that  single-handedly  Lockheed,  the  ap>r»->f=pr^ce 
concern,  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  U.S.  military-industrial  complex,  was  able 
to  incre^  its  profits  by  31  percent  in  1984  alone.  Such  stable  growth  rates 
of  profits  ensure  the  stable  blossoming  of  the  war  business.  New  military- 
industrial  corporations  are  also  appearing,  vhose  main  "specialization"  is  the 
development  of  wea^ns  systems  vhich,  until  recently,  were  in  the  domain  of 
horror  science  fiction,  such  as  lasers,  rays  and  other  types  of  guided  energy 
weapons,  and  refined  means  of  destruction  of  all  life  on  earth.  One  of  them 
is  the  prosperous  Halionetics  corporation.  E.  Teller,  the  "father  of  the 
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hydrogen  bcsntib,"  and  an  active  su£porter  of  "star  wars,"  who  has  an  influence 
on  President  Reagan,  is  one  of  the  founders  and  owners  of  this  corporation. 

Unquestionably,  the  last  decades  of  the  20th  century  will  be  marked  by  the 
further  eqansion  and  intensification  Of  reciprocal  relations  covering  all 
aspects  of  governmental  activities-- politics,  econcatiics,  military  affairs, 
science,  technology  and  culture.  This  circumstance  makes  quite  topical  the 
steac^  refining  of  the  scientific  picture  of  the  world  and  the  identification 
of  new  forms  of  interaction  between  mankind  and  nature,  as  well  as  the 
interdependence  among  countries  as  global  economic  relations  develop  and 
advance.  It  is  no  accident,  therefore,  that  theoretical  concepts  on  the 
specific  features  of  reciprocal  bdiavior  of  countries  in  the  face  of  universal 
problens,  \(^ich  can  be  resolved  only  through  global  cooperation  and  the  close 
and  constructive  interaction  among  the  majority  of  states,  based  on  total 
equality  and  strict  respect  for  national  sovereignty,  were  further  developed 
at  tdie  27th  CPSU  Congress.  These  conc^ts  are  most  directly  related  to 
governmental  space  activities  as  well. 

Although  the  Ikiited  States  and  a  number  of  other  capitalist  countries 
imdertook  the  implementation  of  national  ^ace  programs  in  close  connection 
with  that  of  applied  adlitary  space  projects,  bringing  to  life  a  number  of 
plans  for  the  creation  of  weapons  systems  to  be  used  in  space  and  from  space, 
the  experience  of  nearly  3  decades  of  cosmonautics  Unequivocally  proves  that 
political  realism  and  common  sense  could  prevail  in  Soviet-American  relations 
and  in  world  politics  cis  a  vtiole.  Great  joint  space  plans  serving  both  Soviet 
and  U.S.  interests  and  those  of  all  mankiM  could  be  the  direct  consequence  of 
such  a  turn  of  events. 

In  assessing  the  results  of  Soviet-AmeriCan  coc^)eration  in  ^)ace  in  the  1970s 
vtiile  simultaneously  paying  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  conterrporary 
sCi^tif ic  and  technical  revoluticai  has  reached  cprLte  a  high  level  of 
development,  in  vhich  the  application  of  its  achievements  to  military  purposes 
increases  the  threat  of  the  destruction  of  all  forms  of  life  on  earth, 
American  researcher  D.  Deudney  writes  the  following:  "The  fact  that  war  has 
taken  people  to  space  does  not  mean  in  the  least  that  ending  militacy 
activities  in  space  would  lower  the  a^iration  to  continue  with  the  conquest 
and  utilization  of  outer  space....  Under  contenporary  conditions,  if  mankind 
can  take  yet  another  step  and  start  a  "race"  in  achieving  practical  tasks, 
space  activities  may  recover  the  inspired  atmo^here  of  the  first  years  of  the 
space  age"  (D.  Deudney,  "Spaco:  The  Hi^  Frontier  in  Perspective," 
Wadiington,  1982,  p  55). 

The  concept  of  "star  peace"  formulated  by  the  Soviet  Union  at  the  40th  UN 
General  Assembly  session,  vhich  includes  a  specific  list  of  basic  trends  and 
principles  of  international  cocperation  in  the  peaceful  develcpment  of  outer 
space  iinder  the  conditions  of  its  honmilit^ization,  reflects  the  thoughts  and 
ejpectations  of  the  vast  majorily  of  countries  and  is  consistent  with  the 
national  interest  of  socialist,  developing  and  c:apitalist  countries  and,  at 
the  same  time,  is  called  i;pon  to  contribute  to  the  interests  of  all  mankind: 
the  building  of  a  peaceful  future,  vhich  opens  opportunities  for  the  progress 
of  civilization.  This  concept  is  constructive  and  humanistic  in  nature.  It 
totally  destroys  the  "arguments”  of  the  supporters  of  extending  the  arms  race 
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to  space,  ^  v4io  claim  that  the  militarization  of  science  and  technology  as  a 
vAiole  and  in  space  activities  in  particular  is  of  a  permanent  and  irreversible 
nature.  The  most  iirportant  constructive  feature  of  this  concept  is  that  it 
can  organically  absorb  ai^  bilateral  or  multilateral  space  projects  of  a 
constructive  nature. 

"Mankind,"  the  address  of  Soviet  to  American  scientists  reads,  "is  on  the 
thre^old  of  gigantic  steps  in  the  development  of  space,  requiring  broad 
international  cooperation.  An  even  more  intensive  utilization  of  near-space 
to  ineet  the  needs  of  economic  development  and  science  and  the  study  of  the 
planets  ^  within  the  solar  system  and  many  others  lie  ahead.  Such 
possibilities,  however,  can  be  realized  only  in  the  absence  of  any  weapons  in 
space,  regardless  of  proclaimed  functions."  (FRAVDA,  8  F^ruary  1986). 

The  view  held  by  the  Soviet  scientists  is  close  to  and  understood  by  those 
^ng  their  foreign  colleagues  v4io  consider  that  the  highest  purpose  of  life 
is  the  search  for  objective  truth  and  vfliose  main  moral  concepts  are  based  on 
the  progressive  traditions  of  world  classical  culture. 

A  characteristic  feature  of  alternative  ^ce  projects  vhich  coiiLd  be 
undertaken  by  the  USSR  and  the  United  States  and  many  other  countries  is  their 
constructive  trend.  The  authors  of  such  plans  do  not  oppose  technical 
progress  as  such  and,  therefore,  do  not  reject  science  and  technology  vhich 
are  ransidered  1^  seme  tojrgeois  ^ientists  and  propagandists  as  the  main 
culprits  for  the  aggravation  of  socioeconomic  contradictions  within  capitalist 
society.  _  On  the  contrary,  they  call  for  the  thorou^  stuc^  of  the  nature  of 
space  projects,  the  scrupulous  evaluation  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
use^  of  the  developed  equipment  and  taking  at  the  earliest  possible  stages 
reliable  steps  to  reduce  ary  adverse  side  effects  inhich  could  occur  in  any 
•type  of  technical  activities. 

Equally  noteworthy  is  that  the  very  fact  of  holding  an  extensive  discussion  of 
^temate  space  projects  leads  mankind  back  to  the  historical  level  at  vhich 
it  was  most  reacty  for  entering  a  qualitatively  new  stage  in  the  peaceful 
developm^t  of  ou^  space  and  from  vhich  it  was  so  thou^tlessly  pulled  back 
by  "the  mili'taristic  policy  and  ambitions  of  conservative  circles  in  "the  United 
States  and  mary  other  capitalist  states.  This  occurred  during  'the  period  of 
detente  and  normalizing  of  Soviet-American  relations,  vhen  the  leaders  of  the 
U.S.  space  program  were  announcing  to  the  entire  world  that  international 
cooperation  is  "the  only  real  means  of  implementing  tremendous  plans,  such  as 
■the  creation  of  a  large  orbi-tal  station,  a  scientific  beise  on  the  moon  or  a 
flight  "to  Mars,  and  "the  development  of  orbital  systems  for  gathering 
and  disseminating  information  vhich  would  ensure  security,  arms  control  and 
implementation  of  programs  for  -the  socioeconcmic  development  of  all  cxDuntries. 
The  exceptionally  high  cost  of  the  "s'tar  wars"  program — exceeding  $1 
makes  "the  soonest  possible  implementation  of  al'tema'te  constructive 
space  projects  particularly  attractive. 

Noted  foreign  personalities  in  the  fields  of  science  and  ■technology  covurter 
the  "S'tar  wars"  program  wi'th  'the  alternative  of  peaceful  cooperation  in  space 
■through  'the  unification  of  international  efforts  in  resolving  'the  most 
iirportant  problems  of  mankind. 
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Several  American  scientists  advanced  the  idea  of  organizing  by  1992  a  Soviet- 
American  manned  flight  to  Mars,  timed  for  the  500th  anniversary  of  the 
discovery  of  America  by  Golurcibus  and  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Great  October 
Socialist  Revolution.  In  the  opinion  of  L.  Piriedman,  executive  Hi-ngx-rtnr  of 
the  Society  for  Planetary  Studies,  viiich  has  more  than  125,000  members,  such  a 
project  "would  be  of  tremendous  significance  in  terms  of  global  security  and 
international  stability." 

Qn^  30  October  1984  President  Reagan  signed  a  joint  U.S.  congress  resolution 
vhich  recorame^ed^  a  resunption  of  cooperation  with  the  Soviet  Ifliion  in  the 
stuc^  and  utilization  of  outer  space.  The  signing  of  the  resolution  provided 
^  inpetus  for  new  proposals  on  the  nature  and  deadlines  for  the 
mplementation  of  Soviet-American  space  plans.  The  farthest  reaching  among 
them  is  a  resolution  submitted  ty  Senator  M.  Matsanaga,  vhich  was  passed  by 
the^  Congress  in  F^ruary  1985.  It  calls  for  undertaking  preparations  for 
Soviet-American  flights  to  Mars  (see  "U.S. -Soviet  Coqperation  in  Space.  A 
Technical  Memorandum."  Wa^ington,  1985,  p  3) . 

Mthou^  all  of  these  suggestions  are  in  themselves  constructive,  their 
inplementation  as  well  as  the  ^jpansion  of  Soviet-American  scientific  and 
technical  cooperation  in  many  other  areas  depend,  above  all,  on  the  position 
of  -^e  U.S.  political  leadership  on  radical  problems  of  our  tiTTv=»  and  on  its 
readiness  to  take  the  path  of  disarmament  and  strengthening  of  international 
security. 

In  recent  years  Soviet  and  foreign  specialists  have  paid  a  great  deal  of 
attention^  to  the  stu<^  of  the  various  aspects  of  reconversion,  i.e. ,  of 
organizational  ways,  means  and  methods  for  converting  military  sectors  to  the 
solution  of  the  most  topical  problems  of  our  time.  In  our  view,  it  would  be 
legitimate  to  raise  the  question  of  initiating  a  process  of  reconversion  fcy 
including  elements  of  the  econcatiic  and  scientific  and  technical  infrastructure 
of  the  cxjuntries,  vhose  main  "specialization"  today  is  the  production  of  means 
of  destruction,  and  the  creation  of  a  technical  potential  for  weakening  the 
gravity  of  global  contetrporary  problems — ecological,  energy  and  miriArai  and 
raw  material— the  struggle  against  hunger  and  disease,  surmounting 
backwardness  in  former  colonial  countries  and  developing  outer  space  and  the 
resources  of  the  world's  oceans. 

Therefore,  the  only  sensible  choice  here  is  a  space  free  of  weapons.  What  the 
"star"  m^iacs  ^e  imposing  vpon  mankind  is  madness.  This  is  realized  by  all 
progressive  scientists  and  sensible  men  of  culture.  Thp  of  the 
members  of  the  Association  for  Space  Flight  to  M.S.  Gorbachev,  CPSU  central 
(jornmittee  general  secretary,  read:  "We  have  gathered  to  join  in  the  effoirts 
of  people  vho  have  had  the  unique  opportunity  of  seeing  our  outstanding  planet 
earth  from  space  and  have  made  use  of  space  equipment  and  technology 
exclusively  for  the  good  of  all  people  on  earth.  We  ^11  aspire  to  attaining 
this  cbjective." 

Political  realism  and  decisively  curbing  the  arms  race,  initiating  as  soon  as 
possible  the  reconversion  of  industrial  sectors,  enterprises  and  scientific 
research  organizations  working  in  the  military  area  to  the  solution  of  most 
tcpical  socioeconCanic  problems,  and  conversion  to  extensive  and  equal 
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scientific  and  technical  cooperation  are  most  iirportant  prerequisites  and 
structural  conponents  of  the  process  of  establi^ing  on  earth  the  type  of 
economic  and  political  structure  vdiich  would  serve  the  cause  of  progress  of 
all  mankind. 

Unfortunately,  events  in  recent  weeks  indicate  that  some  circles  in  Washington 
^e  deliberately  taking  dangerous  steps  toward  the  aggravation  of 
international  political  tension.  Ignoring  basic  caramon  sense  and  world  public 
opinion  as  well  as  protests  within  their  own  country,  the  U.S.  militaristic 
circles  e^loded  a  nuclear  device  at  the  Nevada  testing  grounds.  While  the 
Soviet  Union  has  proved  its  high  responsibility  for  the  fate  of  mankind  with 
its^  months-old  moratorium  on  nuclear  tests,  the  American  administration  is 
deliberately  doing  precisely  the  opposite.  In  his  29  March  address  on  Soviet 
television,  in  the  name  of  our  people  Comrade  M.S.  Gorbachev  turned  to  the 
Americ^  people  and  government  and  to  the  peoples  and  governments  of  i 
countries  with  the  appeal  to  take  practical  actions  vhich  would  energetically 
contribute  to  making  a  ban  on  nuclear  explosions  a  fact,  and  an  invaluable 
norm  of  intergovernmental  relations.  "Mankind  is  at  a  level  demanding  extreme 
responsibility,"  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  general  secretary  said.  "The 
consequences  of  a  nuclear  race  could  became  dangerously  unpredictable.  We 
must  act  jointly.  This  applies  to  one  and  all." 

The  active  line  followed  by  the  USSR  in  the  struggle  for  the  prevention  of 
nuclear  war  and  curbing  the  arms  race  is  consistent  with  the  e>qpectations  of 
all  democratic  forces  on  earth  and  an  objective  historical  necessity. 
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pext]  Th^e  are  events  in  the  history  of  ai^  country  viiich  leave  a  profound 
inprint  on  its  entire  subsequait  development.  The  founding  of  the  Socialist 
Unity  Party  of  Germany  on  21-22  April  1946,  at  the  Unification  Congress  of  the 
Ctmrnunist  and  Social  Danocratic  parties  of  Germany,  was  such  a  landmark  for 
the  the  GER.  Under  -Hie  tumultuous  applause  of  the  delegates,  Wilhelm  Piek  and 
Otto  Grotewohl,  the  noted  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  German  workers  movement 
and  of  the  two  parties,  sealed  this  historical  act  with  a  fraternal  handshake. 

^^hat  occasion,  ^  Otto  Grotewcdil  said:  "An  old  dream  has  come  true:  German 
working  class  unity.”  Wilhelm  Pi^  answered:  '•We  shall  turn  our  Socialist 
Unity  Party  into  a  million-strong  party  of  the  German  working  people,  in  order 
to  defeat  all  internal  enemies  and  attain  our  great  objective:  socialism.” 

The  congress  dele^tes  unanimously  approved  the  "Principles  and  Objectives  of 
the  Socialist  Unity  Party  of  Germany.”  Stemming  from  tlie  historical  mission 
of  the  working  class,  this  programmatic  document  indicated  the  path  to 
socialism  on  German  soil  throu^  the  systematic  implementation  of  antifascist- 
democratic  change.  It  made  creative  use  of  the  leninist  ideas  of  the  growth 
of  a  bourgeois-democratic  into  a  socialist  revoluticsn.  Th<=»  program 
encompassed  the  ejperience  of  the  German  and  international  worker  movements, 
that  of  the  CPSU  above  all.  It  took  into  consideration  the  historical 
conclusions  of  the  7th  Comintern  Congress,  the  essential  stipulations  of  the 
CPG  Brussels  and  conferences  and  the  familiar  CPG  Central  Ccanmittee  ll 
June  1945  appeal,  vAiich  indicated  the  way  to  building  a  new  Germany. 

The  unification  of  the  German  labor  movement  became  possible  thanks  to  the 
victory  of  the  USSR  and  its  allies  in  the  anti— Hitlerite  coalition  over  German 
fascism. 

In  accordance  wito  Marxism-leninism,  the  CPG  traditions  and  the  b^ests  of 
Ernst  Thaelman,  its  leader,  the  centennial  of  vfliose  birth  coincides  this  year 
with  toe  40to  anniversary  of  toe  SED,  toe  "Principles  and  Ctojectives" 
proclaimed  as  a  mandatory  prerequisite  for  toe  creation  of  a  socialist  society 
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the  seizure  of  political  power  by  the  worlcing  class.  The  document  contained  a 
concise  and  clear  definition  of  the  nature  of  socialism. 

The  founding  of  a  single  working  class  party  on  the  basis  of  Marxist-Leninist 
theoretical  and  organizational  principles  marked  a  radical  turn  in  the  German 
labor  movement,  vhich  had  covered  a  long  and  twisted  path  leading  to  this 
decision.  It  crowned  the  consistent  and  unyielding  struggle  waged  by  Ernst 
Thaelman  for  working  class  unity  of  action,  the  conversion  of  the  workers 
par^  into  a  mass  party  of  a  new,  Laiinist  type,  and,  in  Thaelman 's  words, 
inaking  it  "the  iron  vanguard"  of  the  working  people.  It  was  as  though 
Thaelman  was  invisibly  present  among  the  thousands  of  Berliners  who  had 
gathered  on  21  l^ril  1946  on  Friedrichstrasse,  enthusiastically  to  welcome  the 
birth  of  a  united  worker  party,  marching  with  them  Moulder  to  shoulder. 

Thaelman 's  ideas  of  revolutionary  change  and  struggle  for  building  a  new  world 
run  throughout  the  entire  history  of  the  SED  and  the  GDR.  "When  the  two 
worker  parties,"  said  Wilhelm  Pi^,  "surmounted  their  fatal  division  and 
united  within  the  SED,  the  unification  was  in  the  spirit  of  Ernst  Thaelman 's 
ideas.  When  with  the  founding  of  the  GER  the  Germans  created  their  first 
state  of  workers  and  peasants,  this  was  a  victory  of  the  great  ideas  for  vhich 
Ernst  Thaelman  lived,  struggled  and  suffered."  The  caramunists  ji:istifiably 
relate  the  struggle  for  socialism  and  coraraunism  in  the  GDR,  the  struggle  waged 
by  the  progressive  forces  in  the  ERG  against  imperialist  reaction,  neo-Nazism 
and  revanchism  and  for  unity  between  ccmmunists  and  social  democrats  and  among 
people  of  different  views  and  religious  persuasions  within  a  movement  for 
social  progress,  against  preparations  for  nuclear  war  and  for  safegiaarding 
peace,  to  Ernst  Thaelman 's  personality  and  ideas. 

The  foinding  of  the  SED  was  the  triumph  of  Thaelman 's  idea  of  unity  of  the 
German  working  class  over  its  division  and  of  Marxism-Leninism  over  the 
ideology  of  fascism  and  pEportunism.  "The  creations  of  the  Socialist  Unity 
Party  of  Gentary,"  the  SED  program  stipulates,  "was  an  essential  lesson  drawn 
from  the  Msto^  of  the  German  labor  movement,  that  the  working  class  can 
carry  out  its  historical  mission  only  by  eliminating  the  division  within  its 
ranks,  ^  created  ly  imperialism  and  opportunism,  and  by  uniting  on  a 
revolutionary  basis  and  being  headed  by  a  purposeful,  united  Marxist-Leninist 
party,  tempered  in  battle  and  closely  linked  with  the  masses." 

The  40  years  vhich  have  passed  since  the  Unification  Congress  proved  that 
Wilhelm  Piek's  words  on  the  creation  of  a  mass  party  of  the  working  class  and 
the  German  working  people,  able  to  lead  them  to  socialism,  have  come  true. 
Today  the  SED  has  some  2.3  million  party  merribera  and  candidate  metnbers. 

The  SED  proved  itself  a  truly  revolutionary  and  transforming  force.  It 
withstood  the  difficult  trials  of  the  class  struggle.  It  was  able  to  inspire 
and  rally  the  working  class,  the  peasantry,  the  working  intelligentsia  and  the 
other  people's  strata  in  the  GDR  in  the  stiniggle  for  building  a  new  life  under 
its  leadership. 

To  many  the  very  idea  of  building  a  socialist  society  in  a  Germany  compted 
by  fascism  and  poisoned  with  the  toxin  of  anticommunism  seemed  an  vinattainable 
dream.  However,  the  German  communists  had  faith  in  the  progressive  forces  of 


118 


thedx  people.  Loyal  to  their  revolutionary  duty,  allied  with  the  progressive 
social  democrats,  they  daringly  assumed  responsibility  for  the  fate  of  the 
homeland  and  lead  the  people's  masses  to  the  struggle  for  a  better  future. 
Headed  ty  its  Marxist-Leninist  party,  the  GER  working  class  allied  with  the 
peasantry  and  the  other  social  strata  and  grxxps,  and  relying  on  the  selfless 
aid^  of  the  Soviet  people  and  the  other  fraternal  countries,  implemented 
antifascist-democratic  changes  in  the  course  of  a  continuing  revolutionary 
process,  laid  the  foundations  for  socialism  and  achieved  the  victory  of 
socialist  production  relations  in  all  areas  of  the  national  econoiry. 
SiinrK3imting  tremeidous  difficulties  in  the  fierce  struggle  against  inperialist 
reaction,  face-to-face  with  the  powerful  and  esperienced  class  enemy  in  West 
Germany,  they  honorably  solved  a  problem  of  historical  significance  by 
creating  the  GDR  and  are  successfully  building  a  developed  socialist  society. 

The  existence  and  power  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  fa<3t  that  the  GER  is  a 
firm  part  of  the  community  of  socialist  states  were  important  factors  in  the 
strengthening  ^  progress  of  the  socialist  German  State.  This  guarantees  the 
GER  steady  aid  and  reliable  support  in  its  struggle  against  uininterrupted 
imperialist  attempts  to  interfere  in  its  domestic  affairs. 

As  underscored  in  the  SED  program,  building  a  develcped  socialist  society 
"reguires  the  high-level  systematic  develcpment  of  all  of  its  advantages  and 
motive  forces,  all  aspects  and  areas  of  social  life,  prtxiiction  forces  and 
production  relations,  social  and  political  relations,  science  and  piiVil  jr; 
education,  socialist  ideology,  culture  and  the  sum  tot^  of  working  and  living 
conditions  and  the  country's  defense."  The  GER  cCmttmunists  and  working  people 
i^oslize  that  a  great  deal  more  time  and  efforts  Will  be  reguired  and  a  great 
deal  more  will  have  to  be  accomplished  to  solve  these  pieblems . 

Like  the  other  members  of  the  socialist  community,  between  the  end  of  the 
1970s  and  beginning  of  the  1980s  the  GER  encountered  major  prxdolems  in  its 
development.  The  international  situation  because  drastically  aggravated  as  the 
result  Of  the  increased  aggressiveness  of  imperialist  policy,  American  above 
all.  This  demanded  additional  ejpenditures  for  defense.  The  increased  prices 
of  fuel  and  raw  materials  in  the  world  capitalist  market,  to  vhich  the  GER 
economy  is  greatly  related,  ccraplicated  the  foreign  econc^c  relations  of  the 
republic.  By  taking  prompt  measures  to  surmount  the  arising  difficulties  and 
rely^  on  the  significantly  greater  material,  scientific  and  technical  and 
^iritual^  potential  of  the  GER  and  its  hi^  level  of  interaction  with  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  other  mienibers  of  the  Comimunity,  the  SED  responded  to  the 
challenge  of  the  tiirie  with  the  decision  to  pursue  the  implernentation  of  the 
policy^  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  1970s,  encompassing  its  snf.i and 
economic  aspects:  upgrading  the  material  and  cultural  standarxJs  of  the  people 
on^  the  ^basis  of  hi^  rates  of  socialist  production,  increased  efficiency, 
scientific  and  technical  progress  and  enhanced  labor  productivity. 

The  SED  formulated  an  ejpanded  econcmic  strategy  for  the  1980s  with  a  view  to 
the  ncplementetion  of  these  tasks.  The  strategy  was  bssed  on  ccmprehensive 
production  intensification  through  the  acceleration  of  scientific  and 
techniCTl  progress,  more  efficient  and  intensive  raw  material  processing, 
upgrading  'th®  efficient  utilization  of  energy,  updating  and  ensuring  the 
better  utilization  of  fixed  capital  ard  upgrading  labor  productivity  and 
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quality  of  output.  The  SED,  v^ich  is  systematically  piursuing  this  strategic 
course,  is  accelerating  the  GDR's  socioeconomic  development. 

In  Ms  address  to  the  27th  CPSU  (Congress,  Erich  Honecker,  SED  Central 
Corarnittee  general  secretary,  noted  that  the  proceedings  and  results  of  the 
congress  "will  have  a  profound  iirpact  oh  the  entire  community  of  socialist 
states.  The  prc±>lems  vMch  our  countries  are  resolving  on  a  new  and  Mgher 
level  of  developoaent  demand,  moire  iirgently  than  ever  before,  our  increased 
cocp)eration  in  theory  and  practice  and  exchange  of  ejpjerience.  The  27th  CPSU 
Congress  will  provide  a  powerful  inpetus  to  such  an  even  more  efficient 
interaction.  It  will  cilso  give  out  paity  valuable  ideas  concerning  its 
further  work." 

The  SED  set  the  task  of  taking  an  essentially  new  step  forward  in  combining 
the  achievements  of  the  scientific  and  techMcal  revolution  with  the 
advantages  of  socialism.  The  SED  program  considers  this  the  main  way  to 
strengthening  and  perfecting  the  material  and  technical  base  for  socialism. 
The  party  protptly  realized  these  requirements  and  was  able  to  adapt  itself  to 
the  essential  changes  and,  having  harnessed  the  energy  and  creativity  of  the 
masses,  effici^tly  and  ^stematically  undertook  the  inplementation  of  the 
necessa^  steps.  The  achievements  of  scientific  and  technical  progress  became 
the  main  reserve  for  the  accelerate  growth  of  the  country's  economic  power 
and  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  national  economy. 

The  GDR  ^pends  more  than  4  percent  of  its  national  income  on  scientific  and 
■technological  development.  Almost  200,000  skilled  specialists  are  engaged  in 
scientific  research  and  ejpjerimental  design.  About  2  million  working  people 
are  members  of  the  movement  of  innovators  and  rationalizers. 

CJocperation  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  fraternal  countries  is  a  major 
booster  of  progress.  More  than  200  intergovernmental  and  interdepartmental 
agreem^ts  ensure  comprehensive  cooperation  between  the  USSR  and  the  GDR  in 
resolving  problems  in  all  economic  sectors,  science  and  technology. 

“pie  resolutions  of  the  summit  economic  conference  of  CEMA  members  are  being 
implemented.  Our  two  countries  are  coordinating  their  national  economic  plans 
in  accordance  with  the  long  Term  Program  for  Cooperation  Between  the  USSR  and 
the  GDR  In  Science,  Techrralogy  and  Production  for  the  Period  Until  the  Year 
2000.  The  Comprdiensive  Program  for  Scientific  and  Technical  Progress  of  CEMA 
Member  Countries  Until  the  Year  2000  is  of  great  importance  in  intensifying 
cooperation  between  the  GEH  and  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  members  of  the 
ccrairnunity. 

The  creation  of  combines  M  industry,  construction,  transportation  and 
communications  was  the  most  important  step  in  perfecting  production  relations 
and  economic  management  arxi  planning.  Today  this  new  form  of  production 
orgaMzation  is  the  bacWx>ne  of  the  country's  econoity.  The  GER  has  156 
ccmbines  under  cen'tral  and  124  under  district  administration. 

A  M^  rate  of  rationalizations  and  a  faster  develcpment  of  basic  output  may 
be  noted  at  all  industrial  combines  and  enterprises.  Many  combines  are 
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alr^dy  contributing  outof  their  own  funds  afproximately  one-third  of  the 
capital  investments  channeled  into  technical  retooling  and  i:5)dating. 

The  combines  are  able  to  carry  out  complex  national  economic  tasks  throu^ 
their  own  forces,  combining  development  and  application  of  scientific  and 
technical^  innovations  with  their  production  mastery  and  marketing  of  fini^ed 
gooc^,  including  exerts.  They  are  the  main  force  in  mastering  the 
achievements  of  the  scientific  and  technical  revolution. 

The  implementation  of  the  economic  strategy  of  the  SED  is  yielding  results. 
The  growth  rates  of  the  national  income  have  increased.  itip,  latest  5-year 
plan  (1981-1985)  was  fulfilled  successfully.  Last  year  the  national  income 
increased  by  4.8  percent.  Nine-tenths  of  its  output  was  achieved  throu^ 
higher  labor  productivity.  The  share  of  raw  and  other  material  outlays  is 
declinii^  with  every  passing  year.  It  declined  by  3.5  percent  in  1985. 
Production  costs  are  dropping. 

Agricultural  collectivization  in  the  GDR  was  the  creative  enibodiment  and 
triumph  of  the  ideas  of  the  Leninist  cooperative  plan.  This  national  economic 
area  is  a  stable  factor  in  the  country's  socioeconomic  development.  The  1985 
barest  totaled  11.6  million  tons  of  grain,  averaging  46  quintals  per  hectare. 
This  is  the  basis  for  increased  animal  husbandry  output.  Supplies  to  cities 
and  worker  centers  of  meat,  eggs,  poultry  and  vegetables  are  improving.  Work 
is  underway  for  the  further  improvement  of  agricultuiral  production  cooperation 
and  specialization  and  intercooperative  relations  and  labor  management  and 
organization  in  the  count^side.  In  this  area  the  SED  is  promoting  the 
creative  mastery  of  the  entire  potential  of  cooperative  ownership,  on 
the  fact  that  agricultural  cooperation  in  the  GDR  has  by  no  means  eidiausted 
its  possibilities. 

The  o^er  form  of  cooperation — artisan  producrtion  cooperatives,  vhich  were 
established  on  SED  initiative  in  accordance  with  past  familiar  German 
cooperative  traditions,  is  also  making  its  contribution  to  the  building  of 
socialism.  Furthermore,  the  party  deems  it  e>pedient  to  support  within  a 
certain  limdt  activities  of  private  entrepreneurs,  such  as  artisans, 
craftsmen,  petty  merchants  and  owners  of  small  coffee  ^ops  and  snack  bars. 
Integrated  within  the  socialist  production  relations  ^stem  and  xmder  state 
control,  they  are  contributing  to  meeting  the  growing  needs  of  the  pcpulation, 
particularly  in  the  service  industry. 

The  st^dy^  enhancement  of  the  material  and  cultural  standards  of  the 
popi^ation  is  taking  place  on  the  basis  of  stable  econoomic  progress.  Thia  is 
manifested  in  the  growth  of  income,  the  main  source  of  vhich  is  pay  for  work, 
the  basic  form  of  vhich  is  wages.  Social  funds  are  contributing  to  improving 
the  living  conditions  of  the  people  and  to  the  gradual  equalization  of  income 
levels.  Such  funds  are  used  for  housing  construction,  keeping  rentals  low, 
ensuring  •^e  stability  of  consumer  goods,  education,  health  care,  ard  sports 
and  meeting  the  growing  needs  of  the  population  for  social  and  cultural 
services. 

Housing  construction  is  considered  the  core  of  the  GDR's  social  program. 
Under  the  people's  regime  one-half  of  the  country's  population  has  moved  into 
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new  apartments.  A  total  of  2.4  million  apartments  have  been  built  since  1971. 
As  a  result  of  the  iirplementation  of  the  plan  for  housing  construction  and 
modernization,  the  living  conditions  of  another  3  million  people  will  improve 
between  1986  and  1990.  The  party  ertphasizes  that  by  1990  housing  as  a  social 
problem  will  have  been  resolved. 

Ihe  further  development  and  advancement  of  socialism  sets  strict  requirements 
not  only  for  production  but  for  man’s  ^iritual  capabilities  as  well.  That  is 
vhy  the  SED  is  comprehensively  contributing  to  the  enhancement  of  culture  and 
the  satisfaction  of  the  people's  growing  spiritual  and  aesthetic  requirem^ts. 

A  socicilist  national  culture  has  blossomed  in  the  entire  richness  of  its 
content  and  variety  of  form  in  the  GDR.  It  is  rooted  in  the  new  reality  of 
the  republic.  However,  it  is  also  closely  related  to  the  traditions  of  the 
progressive  and  humanistic  culture  of  the  German  people  and  all  mankind, 
Soviet  culture  in  particular.  Relations  among  men  of  literature  and  the  arts 
in  the  GDR,  the  USSR  and  the  other  socialist  countries  are  becoming 
increasingly  varied  and  fruitful.  The  anniversary  celebrations  of  Goethe, 
Schiller,  Hegel,  Fichte,  K^t,  Bach,  Hendel,  Beethoven,  Durer,  Cranach, 
Luther,  Munzer,  Shakespeare,  Copemicaas,  Tolstoy  and  Chekhov  were  major  events 
in  GDR  life. 

Literature  and  art  are  having  an  incareasing  influence  on  the  ^iritual 
development  of  the  working  people  in  socialist  society  and  on  shaping  the  new 
way  of  life.  The  SED  pays  particular  attention  to  the  ^iritual  enhancement 
of  the  working  class  and  to  its  increased  influence  on  the  development  of 
scxaialist  cailture  and  intensified  idea-mindedness,  patriotism  and 
internationalism  in  GDR  literatiire  and  art. 

Ihysicral  culture  and  sports  have  became  a  firm  ccmponent  of  the  socialist  way 
of  life  of  GDR  citizens.  They  have  developed  tremendously  thanks  to 
compr^ensive  party  and  state  sipport. 

The  SED  is  a  party  of  revolutionary  acrtion.  It  was  of  such  a  party  that  Ernst 
Thaelman  passionately  dreamed  and  for  which  he  worked  tirelessly.  Rallying 
within  its  ranks  the  progressive  representatives  of  the  working  class,  the 
peasantry  and  the  intelligentsia,  it  is  the  mcjst  influential  and  truly 
democaratic  and  progressive  politiccal  force  in  the  GDR. 

In  acxx>rdance  with  Lenin's  party  dochrine  and  implementing  Thaelman 's  behest, 
the  SED  is  the  political  leader,  organizer  and  educetor  of  the  masses.  The 
vmiity  among  these  three  aspects  of  communist  activities  is  considered  in  the 
GDR  a  mardatory  prerequisite  for  successful  leader^ip  of  s<x:iety,  a  role 
vhich  they  are  honorably  fulfilling. 

The  SED  has  always  aspired  to  strengthening  its  close  relations  with  the 
working  class  and  the  toiling  masses.  It  closely  listens  to  their  voico.  The 
preparations  for  the  11th  SED  Congress,  vhich  will  be  held  between  17  and  21 
/pril  1986  and,  in  particular,  the  results  of  individual  talks  held  on  this 
occasion  with  all  party  members  reasserted  the  effectiveness  of  the  SED  slogan 
formulated  in  the  ^irit  of  Thaelman:  "The  Party  Is  Where  the  Coraraunists 
Are!"  This  slogan  is  being  implemented  inost  consistently  vhere  the  party 
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organizations  live  the  life  of  the  people,  viiere  an  atmo^here  of  high 
exigency  and  trust  exists  and  the  opinion  of  every  party  and  nonparty  member 
is  considered. 

The  party  of  GDR  cxmmmists  closely  follows  the  processes  developing  within 
the  country  and  in  the  international  arena  and,  pronptly  reacting  to  change, 
formulates  scientific  strategy  and  tactics  consistent  with  the  general  laws 
and  features  of  social  development.  Taking  into  consideration  its  specific 
conditions  and  escperience  and  the  ejiperience  of  the  fraternal  parties,  it 
indicates  to  the  working  people  the  ways  and  targets  of  their  constructive 
activities  at  each  stage  in  building  socialism. 

Thp  SED  documents  etrphasize  that  ideological  work  was  and  remains  the  pivot  of 
all  of  its  activities.  This  is  related  to  the  increased  significance  of 
Marxist-Leninist  outlook  as  the  most  iirportant  lever  in  regrading  social 
activeness  of  the  working  people  and  the  role  of  the  human  factor  in  building 
socialism.  Ideological  work  is  also  formulated  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  international  class  struggle  vhich  urgently  demand 
iroprovements  in  ways  and  means  and  upgrading  the  efficiency  of  ideological  and 
political  work.  The  history  of  the  SED  and  the  GDR  is  one  of  ideological 
struggle  within  the  country  and  particularly  against  external  iirperialist 
forces,  the  neighboring  ERG  above  all.  It  is  in  the  course  of  such 
ideological  confrontation,  thanks  to  the  firm  and  clear  ideological  and 
political  course  charted  by  the  SED,  that  Marxism-Leninism  became  the  dominant 
outlook  in  the  GDR. 

Favorable  results  have  been  achieved  throu^  the  s^tematic  efforts  of  the  SED 
in  surmounting  nationalistic  and  chauvinistic  prejudices  nurtured  ty  German 
ittperialism  and  fascism,  and  in  the  education  of  the  new  man,  distingui^ed  by 
his  loyalty  to  the  lofty  ideals  of  socialism,  collectivism  and  comradeship  and 
awareness  of  international  solidarity. 

In  directing  the  process  of  national  self  awareness  of  the  people  of  the  GDR 
and  their  pride  in  their  scx:ialist  fatherland  and  its  acxonplishments,  the 
party  is  also  concerned  with  preventing  the  appearance  on  such  grounds  of  the 
distorted  ^oots  of  national  boastfulness  and  conceit  and  disrespectful 
attitude  toward  other  nations  and  pecples.  The  SED  organically  ccmibines  mass 
politic:al  and  ideological  work  with  raising  the  working  people  in  a  ^irit  of 
scoialist  patriotism  and  proletarian  socialist  internationalism,  ^  a^ 
friendship  and  solidarity  among  nations.  E.  Honecker  enphasizes  that  "it  is 
not  national  arrogance  or  the  fatal  quagmire  of  German  boastfulness  but 
creative  cooperation  within  the  family  of  equal  socialist  nations  that  is  the 
determining  foundation  for  the  activities  of  our  state  today  and  for  all 
times." 

In  accordance  with  Leninist  principles  and  Thaelman's  behest  on  the  need  for 
concluding  broad  alliances  and  agreements  with  the  norproletarian  population 
strata,  from  the  very  beginning  of  its  existence  the  SED  organized  cooperation 
with  the  democratic  parties  vhich  appeared  after  liberation  from  fascism;  the 
Christian  Denocratic  Union,  the  Liberal-Democratic  Party  of  Germany,  the 
National  Democratic  Party  of  Germany  and  the  Denocratic  Peasant  Party  of 
Germany  and,  on  this  basis,  cooperation  among  the  broad  masses  of  the  entire 
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population.  Today  -toese  are  relations  of  fraternal  alliance  and  comradely 
croperation  among  socialist  classes  of  workers,  peasants,  intellectuals  and 
omer  toiling  strata  with  the  leading  role  of  the  working  class.  All  social 
classes  and  s-^ta  and  democratic  parties  are  increasingly  rallying  around  the 

party,  seeirig  for  themselves  that  its  policy  is  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  entire  nation. 


Jianks  to^  the  consistent  policy  of  SED  alliances,  all  toiling  strata  are 
directly  interested  and  participate  in  building  the  new  society.  A  gradual 
process  of  rapprochement  among  classes  and  various  groi^js  of  working  people  is 
takii^  place  ai^  the  moral  and  political  unity  of  society  is  strengthening, 
me  Idea  of  a  unified  National  Front,  tirelessly  urged  by  Ernst  Thaelman,  for 
^lamentation  of  vAiich  he  fou^t  sparing  no  efforts,  has  been  clearly 
embodied  m  the  activities  of  the  Gm  National  Front. 

The  ^establishment  and  development  of  a  broad  alliance  among  all  population 
strata  in  the  GDR  is  justifiably  considered  one  of  the  historical 
accomplishments  of  the  SED.  The  party  deems  it  necessary  to  continue  to  be 
guided  by  toe  principles  according  to  vhich  every  citizen,  regardless  of 
social  origin,  religious  beliefs  and  outlook,  must  be  offered  toe  broadest 
opportunities  and  social  conditions  for  active  participation  in  toe 
further  advancement  of  socialist  society  and,  on  toe  basis  of  economic 
progress,  ensured  ntprovements  in  material  and  cultural  standards. 


me  SED  considers  toe  unified  educational  system  vhich,  in  toe  view  of  toe 
Gently  cOTonunists,  is  toe  main  source  for  successful  political,  economic  and 
^lentific  and  technical  progress  in  toe  country,  an  efficient  lever  in  toe 
education  of  toe  new  person.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  toe  political 
and  ideol^ical  training  of  GDR  citizens,  young  people  above  all.  mis  is 

^  Western  political  and  ideological  subversion, 
above  all  that  of  FE^  imperialist  forces. 


Of  toe  8.9  million  working  people  in  toe  GDR,  4.6  million  have  general 
s^n^  85  percent  of  toe  manpower  has  full  professional  technical 

toauiuig.  Today  a  great  deal  of  attention  is  being  paid  to  organizing  toe 
training  process  on  toe  basis  of  toe  latest  scientific  and  technical 
achievemente.  ^  the  end  of  toe  1980s  new  curriculimis  will  have  been  drafted 
for  s^ndary  general  education  schools,  vhich  will  make  use  of  toe  latest 
^lentific  achievements.  me  higher  and  secondary  specialized  schools  have 
become  nnportan^  centers  for  training,  education,  upgrading  skills  and 
scientific  research.  Here  toe  system  of  training,  upgrading  skills  and 
ratraraing  cadres  is  increasingly  assuming  toe  nature  of  a  continuing 
education  process.  . 


me  GDR  working  people  have  accepted  SED  policy  as  their  own  and  are 
re^nding  to  it  with  new  production  achievements  and  increased  social 
activ^ess.  mis^  is  confirmed  by  toe  high  labor  upsurge  and  scope  of  toe 
socialist  competition  in  honor  of  toe  forthcoming  llto  Sfp  Congress. 

SED  activities  are  systematically  guided  by  scientific  socialism.  As  Erich 
Honecker  emphasizes,  toe  significant  successes  achieved  by  toe  GDR  in  building 
toe  new  society  became  possible  only  because  toe  SED  applied  this  doctrine  to 
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the  specific  conditions  of  its  country  and  made  corrprdiensive  use^  of  the 
e^jerierK^e  of  the  global  communist  movement,  that  of  the  CPSU  in  particular. 

On  the  basis  of  revolutionary  traditions,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
ej^ierience  of  the  German  and  international  labor  movements,  the  SED  has  made  a 
worthy  contribution  to  the  further  development  of  Marxist-Leninist  theory.  It 
enriched  the  practice  of  unity  of  action  and  organization  of  the  working 
class.  Steadfastly  following  the  Leninist  strategy  and  tactics  of  class 
coalitions  and  alliances,  the  party  has  involved  all  social  clcisses  and  strata 
in  the  process  of  socialist  change.  It  is  successfully  resolving  problems 
related  to  the  pla<3e  and  role  of  cooperatives  under  socialist  conditions  and 
has  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  theories  of  the  socialist  nation, 
socialist  national  culture  and  to  solving  problems  of  using  revolutionary  and 
progressive  national  and  inteinational  traditions  in  the  education  of  the 
working  pecple.  The  SED  pays  great  attention  in  its  theoretical  work  to  the 
study  of  the  laws,  features  and  contradictions  of  real  socialism.  Also 
included  in  the  party's  field  of  vision  are  problems  of  the  theory  and 
practice  of  peaceful  coexistence  among  countries  with  different  social  systems 
and  the  strategy  and  tactics  of  the  struggle  for  peace  and  against  the  threat 
of  thermonuclear  war. 

Hie  German  communists  have  always  ^own  great  interest  in  the  historical 
experience  of  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  state  and  have  studied  it  profoundly. 
"Hie  Communist  Party  of  Germany,"  Hiaelman  wrote  in  1925,  "must  study  the 
history  of  the  Russian  Revolution  in  all  its  stages.  It  must  study  all  of  its 
battles  in  order  to  master  the  bol^evik  ei^jerience. . .  .and  learn  hew  to  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  fraternal  Russian  party." 

In  turn,  the  Soviet  communists  welcome  with  profound  respect  the  theoretical 
work  and  political  experience  of  communist  and  worker  parties,  including  the 
SED.  Hiis  was  recsserted  at  the  27th  CPSU  Congress.  Hius,  in  summing  up  the 
results  of  the  discussions  of  the  new  draft  of  the  party  program,  M.S. 
Gorbachev  noted  that  we  follow  with  understanding  the  formulation  of  problems 
of  building  developed  socialism  as  included  in  the  programmatic  documents  of 
the  fraternal  parties  in  the  socialist  countries. 

Together  with  the  other  socialist  countries,  the  GDR  is  making  a  substantial 
contribution  to  the  struggle  for  creating  favorable  foreign  policy  conditions 
for  building  a  new  society  and  safeguarding  peace  and  security  in  Europe  and 
throughout  the  world.  As  a  result  of  the  coordinated  policy  of  the  members  of 
oemraunity  and  with  the  active  participation  of  the  GDR  major  st^s  were  taken 
to  consolidate  the  results  of  World  War  II  and  to  develc^  and  safeguard  peace 
in  Eurepe.  Hianks  to  such  coordinated  efforts,  the  GESl  earned  imiversal 
diplomatic  recognition  and  its  reputation  in  the  world  ccmimunity  was  enhanced. 

Considering  the  aggravation  of  the  international  situation  and  the 
unparalleled  increase  in  the  threat  of  global  thermonuclear  catastrophe,  by 
the  turn  of  the  1980s,  the  socialist  German  state  considerably  intensified  its 
foreign  policy  efforts.  Great  significance  is  ascribed  to  utilizing  •^e 
possibilities  of  political  dialogue  with  all  forces  interested  in  safeguaiaiing 
peace.  This  is  consistent  with  Hiaelman 's  tactics  of  rallying  all  forces 
ojposing  militarism  and  war. 
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SED  s  strat^ic  line  in  the  struggle  for  attaining  the  ideal  of  socialism 
ana  ite  ^temational  policy  are  based  on  the  rich  es^jerience  of  the  founders 
and  leaders  of  the  CPG  and  German  labor  movement  Karl  Liebloiecht,  Rosa 
Inxeitibxi^,  Ernst  Thaelman,  Wilhelm  Piek,  Walter  Ulbricht,  Otto  Grotewohl  and 
inany  omer  ardent  German  revolutionaries  and  fighters  against  militarism, 
iirperialism  and  fascism  and  for  social  progress. 

Togeth^^  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  fraternal  countries,  the  GDR  is 
systematically  and  persistently  working  to  preserve  peace  on  earth  and  in 

rated  the  results  of  the  Geneva  Soviet-American  summit  and 
welcomed  the  Soviet  proposals  of  15  January  1986  on  the  total  elimination  of 
nucl^  weapons  by  the  year  2000,  and  the  profound  analysis,  assessments  and 
conclusions  of  the  27th  CESU  Congress  on  problems  of  international  policy. 

In^^lementing  the  policy  of  peaceful  coexistence,  the  GDR  submits  numerous 
^tiatives  aamed  at  broaden^  mutually  profitable  political,  economic  and 
cultural  relations  with  capitalists  and  developing  countries.  The  Soviet 
people  v^ue  such  steps,  the  purpose  of  vhich  is  to  broaden  and  strengthen  the 
political,  ma^ial  and  spiritual  prerequisites  for  peaceful  coexistence  and 

and  strengthening  of  peace  in  Europe  and  throughout  the 
world.  They  also  ^tably  appreciate  the  tireless  efforts  of  the  GDR  party 
state  l^dership,  aimed  at  building  relations  between  the  two  German 
stat^  on  the  basis  of  the  strict  observance  of  the  principles  of  peaceful 
coexistence,  so  that  never  again  would  German  soil  become  a  hotbed  of  war.  In 

attention  is  invariably  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  ERG  is 

problems  of  nuclear  disarmament. 
irJiJv  relations  with  the  socialist  countries  and  harms  the 

interest  of  security  and  cooperation  in  Europe. 

SlJ  directe  its  foreign  policy  efforts  at  strengthening  friendship 
y  and  intensi^ing  cooperation  with  the  socialist  countries.  The  GDR 
plays  _  ^  nt^rtant  role  ^  enhancing  the  economic  potential  of  our  community, 
ernational  (^vision  of  labor  and  economic  cooperation  among  CEMA 
countries  and  socialist  economic  integration. 

with  the  CPSU  and  the  USSR  play  a  central  role 
^-TTr^  GDR  foreign  policy.  The  complete  unity  vhich  exists  between  the 

problems  of  our  time  is  a  major  factor  in 
socialist  conmunity  and  the  international  communist  movement 
and  in  the  unification  of  all  anti-imperialist  and  antiwar  forces  on  earth. 

communiste  friendship,  cooperation  and  unity  with  Lenin's  country 
living  revolutionary  tradition.  All  historical  experience 
acca^cy  of  Thaelman's  words:  "The  stance  toward  proletarian 
di^^orship  in  the  Soviet  Union  is  decisive  in  the  international  workers 
iiK3vement.  This  is  the  testing  stone  for  every  true  comraunist. 

^  his  articl^,  speeches  and  letters,  Thaelman  repeatedly  insisted  that 

■the  Soviet  Union  means  learning  how  to  win.  Thoughts 
socialist  country  in  the  world  supported  his  spirit  in  the 

^  depicting  in  one  of  his  letters  the  decline 

and  decrepitude  of  the  capitalist  world,  he  emphasized  the  following:  "Now, 
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in  1935,  one  can  speak  of  the  'miracle*  of  the  20th  ^tury  providing  that  one 
can  look  at  the  development  of  that  country  objectively  and  without  blind 
hatred."  In  1937,  answering  the  Gestapo  prediction  that  the  Soviet  system 
would  collapse  imminently,  Thaelman  answered:  "The  USSR  has  existed  for  20 

years  now.  The  Third  Reich  will  not  last  that  long."  When  fascist  Germany 
attacked  the  USSR  and,  aware  of  Thaelman 's  love  for  the  Soviet  _  Union,  the 
prison  guards  mocked  him:  "Well,  vAiat  do  you  say  now."  He  said:  "Stalin 
will  twist  Hitler's  neck."  In  1943,  asked  viiat  he  thou^t  of  the  war  agaii^t 
Russia  and  the  German  situation,  Thaelman  said:  "Waging  war  on  toe  Soviet 
Union  was  Hitler's  greatest  error.  Germany  will  never  defeat  Soviet  Russia 
because  Soviet  Russia,  after  more  than  20  years  of  victorious  October 
Revolution,  has  become  stronger  than  any  other  country.  The  German  people 
must  live  exclusively  in  a  state  of  friendship  with  the  Soviet  people." 

Thaelman 's  ineidiaustible  optimism  and  unshakable  faith  in  the  power  of  the  new 
social  system  and  the  first  socialist  state  continue  to  in^ire^  the  German 
corarnunists  and  working  people  and  all  fighters  for  peace  and  social  progress. 
His  behests  are  as  topical  today  as  they  were  then. 

Headed  by  Ernst  Thaelman,  the  CPG  tirelessly  absorbed  leninism.  lenin's 
theory  imbues  all  SED  activities.  Together  with  the  communists,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  nonparty  citizens  in  the  GDR,  particularly  the  young,  are 
studying  the  works  of  Lenin  and  CPSU  historical  ejperience  and  learning  how  to 
apply  them  under  the  specific  circumstances  of  their  own  country. 

Loyal  to  the  revolutionary  traditions  of  the  German  working  class  and  the 
b^ests  of  its  founders  and  leaders,  the  SED  considers  friendship  with  the 
CPSU  and  the  Soviet  Union  the  foundation  of  its  entire  policy.  It  invariably 
supports  the  viewpoint  that  the  successful  creation  of  the  most  humane  social 
system  and  safeguarding  peace  are  possible  only  thrxsugh  a  fraternal  alliance 
with  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  people  and  the  creative  study  and  ajplication  of 
their  historical  experience.  In  addressing  the  27th  CPSU  Congress,  Erich 
Ifonecker  repeated  Ernst  Thaelman 's  words:  "The  victorious  march  of  socialism 
in  the  Soviet  Union  is  our  strongest  argument." 

The  peoples  of  the  USSR  and  the  GDR  are  allies,  fellow  workers  and  friends. 
It  is  for  the  sake  of  these  feelings  that  the  CPSU  and  'Uie  SED  have  done  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work.  This  is  the  great  accomplishment  of  our  parties 
and  peoples.  The  12  March  1986  declaration  of  the  SED  Central  Committee 
Politburo  on  the  results  of  the  27th  CPSU  Congress  ard  the  activities  of  the 
SED  delegation  at  the  congress,  emphasizes  the  de^  conviction  of  GDR 
ccmraunists  and  all  people  that  the  close  combat  alliance  and  inviolable 
friencMiip  with  Lenin's  party  and  country,  lested  in  the  course  of  decades, 
are  and  will  always  be  the  firm  foundation  for  the  successful  progress  of  the 
GDR  in  building  a  developed  socialist  society.  The  resolutions  of  the  27th 
CPSU  Congress  and  the  forthcoming  11th  SED  Congress  will  open  new  horizons  for 
the  development  and  strengthening  of  this  fraternal  alliance. 

00P7RIGHT:  Izdatelstvo  TsK  KPSS  "Pravda".  ''Kcmraunist",  1986 
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written  on  the  ocjcasion  of  the  centennial  of  S.M.  Kirov's 

perhaps  the  most  difficult  and  most  dangerous  for 
S?  .  In  the  south  our  successes  turned  into  Denikin's  advance. 

iSt’SSv  ^  advancii^  toward  Kazan  and  Samara.  It  was  as  thou^ 

Kolchak  ai^  Denikin  were  trying  to  "hug"  each  other  across  the  Volga  to 

stood  in  the  v4  to 

niA-rr^c  ho^er^  them  by  pinning  down  tens  of  thousands  of  armed  White 

^itish  and  White  flotillas  from  entering  the  Volga, 
interventionists  from  dealing  with  the  partisan  movement  in 
toe  Nortto  Caucasus.  It  hindered  toe  une^lainable  sSong  ties  Sto  tto 

petrolS^^r^SS'''-  sync^^us  wlOi  suEplying 

^  all  definitions  of  military  science  Astrakhan  was  doomed.  its  resistance 
^  a*e„t-  9—1-  t«t  also 

Yet  toe  city  held  on  and  could  not  be  surrendered  precisely  tvy^ans°  it  blocked 

^  stron^old  out  of  and  around  ^ich  revolutionary  units 

could  mount  tactical  and  long-range  operations. 

already  talk  of  evacuating  Astrakhan?"  v.l. 
^ f /  "If  this  is  true,  merciless  steps  must  be  taken 

and  toe  most  reliable  and  firm  people  must  be  immediately 
assigned  to  organize  its  defense  ..."  "...As  long  as  a  single  comrnunist 
Astrakhan  region,  toe  estuary  of  toe  Volga  will  remain  Soviet," 
Ki^  was  to  ^y  a  ye^  later,  as  someone  \jho  answered  entirely  Lenin's 
concept  of  a  party  organizer's  reliability  and  firmness. 

KiOT....Ms  other  party  pseudonyms  were  Sergey  and  Serzh.  Sergey 

^  ^  Kostrikov.  He  was  bom  in  Urzhum,  in^ie 

V  ^  orphaned  and,  together  with  two 

sisters,  was  taken  in  by  his  grandmother.  It  soon  became  clear,  however,  that 
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on  3  rubles  inonthly  the  gran(3nK>their  could  not  raise  the  children.  Serezha 
spent  7  years  in  an  orphanage. 

Natural  intelligence  and  persistence  ^owed  ip,  and  Kostrikov  entered  the 
machine  technical  school  in  Kazan.  He  s^t  his  holiday  in  Urzhum,  vhere  he 
frequently  got  together  with  political  exiles. 

Such  "vacation"  lessons,  added  to  the  lively  student  and  study-circle 
atmosphere  of  Kazan  Xhiversity,  vhere  more  iitportant  to  the  young  man  than 
classes  in  mechanics,  although  in  August  1904  the  18-y^-old  S^ey  went  to 
Ititisk  with  the  intention  of  enrolling  in  the  Technological  Institute.  A  few 
months  later,  however,  on  2  Pdiruary  1905,  he  was  arrested.  The  police  caught 
Sergey  at  a  clandestine  meeting.  Ey  then  he  had  alreac^  becxmie  a  bol^evik. 
Released  from  jail  the  same  year,  Kostrikov  became  the  manager  of  a 
clandestine  bol^evik  printing  press  and  member  of  the  Tcansk  RSCWP  Ccmmittee. 

He  was  arrested  again  at  the  beginning  of  1906  and,  after  his  release, 
returned  to  the  clandestine  press.  A  third  de^tion  followed.  This  time  the 
investigation  dragged  on,  as  a  result  of  vhich  he  spent  16  months  in  the 
fortress.  It  was  there,  alone,  that  Kostrikov  continued  his  studies  in  the 
"prison  universities,"  and  persistently  pursued  his  political  self-education. 

Followir^  his  release,  he  engaged  in  clandestine  party  work  in  Irkutsk  and,  as 
of  May  1909,  in  Vladikavkaz.  Officially,  he  was  a  corespondent  of  the 
newspaper  TEREK  and  even  managed  to  became  one  of  its  most  respected 
collaborators.  His  journalistic  fame  increased  but  his  reputation  among  the 
pec^le  of  Gori  as  a  bolshevik-Leninist  became  even  greater. 

For  the  fourth  and  last  time  he  was  detained  in  the  Northern  Caucasus  and  s^it 
to  Tomsk,  vhere  the  court  was  forced  to  acquit  him.  The  clandestine 
revolutionary  returned  to  the  Caucasus  and  was  still  there  vhen  the  February 
Revolution  came. 

It  was  there  as  well  that  Kostrikov  changed  his  name  to  Kirov,  the  name  he 
tased  in  signing  his  articles  for  TEREK.  Having  decided  to  adopt  a  pseudonym, 
Kostrikov  and  his  organization  comrades  began  to  leaf  throu^  a  calendar. 

One  suggestion  followed  another:  "Poliyevkt!"  "Yevtikhiy!"  "Sofroniy!" 
Someone  even  suggested  the  name  "Yefrosina*'  for  greater  conspiratorial 
purposes.  They  came  across  the  name  Kir.  "Kir?  Ki-rov!  Quite  good:  a 
famous  militairy  leader  in  antiquity  and  now  in  clandestinity.  All  right! ..." 

Naturally,  .  no  one  thought  then  that  years  later  the  thus  "baptized" 
clandestine  worker  would  display  substantial  talent  as  a  military  leader - 

Kirov  '^de"  the  October  Revolution  in  Petrograd.  Soon  afterwards,  the  party 
once  again  sent  him  to  the  Northern  Caucasus.  Kirov  most  actively 
participated  in  the  establishment  of  the  Soviet  system  on  the  banks  of  the 
Terek. 

One  task  followed  another.  Hie  Red  Arrry  had  to  be  reorganized  and  semi¬ 
partisan  and  partisan  detachments  had  to  be  converted  into  regular  combat 
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capable  units.  mis  army  had  to  be  shod,  clothed,  fed,  aM  supplied  with 

literature,  me  clandestine  writers  am 
Gori  partisans  b^ind  the  lines  had  to  be  si:pplied  as  well. 

^ime  1918  organized  his  first  North  Caucasian  expedition.  He  went  to 

from  v^ere  he  set  out  with  a  caravan  of  weapons  and  military  ordnance. 
Mong  the  way  he  had  to  shoot  it  out  with  White  gangs  and,  something  equally 
d^^xj,  fic^t  the  sjxjtage  of  railroad  officials.  Frequently  the  brakes 
SdS  overheat.  Bie  cars  carried  gun  powder  and  ^ells 

1^  coirid  blowup  the  entire  train.  The  frei^t  was  transported  to 
Eyatigorsk  across  the  Astrakhan  steppes  on  camels. 

a^wen  _^t  not  all!  By  the  end  of  1918  typhus  hit  the  barefoot  and 
hung^  umts  of  the  Ca^ian-Caucasian  front.  Cartridges  were  in  very  short 
sv^Dply.  The  anry  was  paying  the  local  population  5  rubles  per  cartridge. 

Den^ij's  anty  supplied,  equipped  and  armed  by  its  foreign  "well- 

^  Germ^y,  with  Krasnov  acting  as  a  middleman.  The 

•  -  I  am  a  Don  ataman.  I  take 
^  Ger^  ^ells  and  cartridges,  wash  them  in  the  Quiet  Don 

and,  thus  cleansed,  deliver  them  to  the  Voluntary  Anty." 

suppli^  became  primary  in  the  struggle  for  a  Soviet 
Caucasus.  By  the  end  of  1918  Kirov  organized  a  new  ejpedition. 

In  Mcstciw,  after  the  6th  All-Russian  Extraordinary  Congress  of  Soviets  had 

attended  as  a  delegate,  Kirov  displayed 
fant^ic  amount  of  energy,  surmounting,  as  he  said,  "the  resistance  of  war 
^^2jrtment  bureaucrats,”  to  procure  the  items  vhich  the  11th  Army  needed  the 

a  cartridge.  Everywhere  he  was  refused  money  along  with  many  other  thinas  at 
vhich  point  Kirov  went  to  see  V.I.  Lenin  and  Ya.M.  Sverdlov.  ^  ' 

toe  night ,  Ki^  loaded  three  cases  on  a  cart  and  drove  to  the  railroad 
station.  Packed  in  the  cases  were  5  million  rubles,  tsarist,  for  that  was  the 

aoc^  dn  the  front  am  naar-tant  ar^.  Flv4  miSS 

meant  one  million  ^ots  at  the  enemies  of  the  revolution. 

members  of  the  ejpedition  knew  about 
^e  money.  They  included  G.A.  Atarb^ov,  former  chairman  of  the  North 

Arw^^^  the  future  commander  of  the  nth 

S  iSS,  mSi  ^  politico  ™  wobadsbmim 

^  ^  v^ual  repeat  of  the  first  expedition;  shoot-outs,  blown- 

S  b^ing  brakes. . .  .Kirov  had  to  stand  guard  at  the  braking 

platform,  shoot  and  drive  spikes  along  the  tracks. 
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He  was  in  a  hurry*  This  time  persistent  rumors  of  the  headlong  repeat  of  the 
11th  Army  were  reaching  the  ej^jedition.  Ever  new  details  were  being  added  to 
them  with  every  passing  day,  leaving  no  doubt  as  to  their  acxmacy. 

Unfortunately,  the  shortest  way,  via  Rostov,  had  been  cut  off.  The  expedition 
had  to  cross  to  the  left  bank  and,  via  Saratov,  make  its  way  to  the  Volga 
estuary.  The  expedition  crossed  the  steppe  on  trucks. 

Kirov  rode  in  the  body  of  a  truck,  sitting  on  the  cases  containing  the  tsarist 
millions.  As  a  safety  precaution  the  cases  formed  a  tripod  oti  vhich  a  machine 
gun  had  been  mounted. 

Detachments  and  isolated  groi:5)s  of  11th  Army  fighters,  vhich  had  begun  their 
retreat  by  order  of  Army  Commander  M.K.  Levandovskiy,  dated  18  January,  were 
appearing  with  increasing  frequency  in  the  steppe.  Breakdowns  in  the 
lines,  the  distance  from  supply  centers  and  epidemics  of  typhus  and  Spani^ 
influenza  had  cost  the  army  60,000  casualties  in  the  course  of  a  few  months! 
However,  the  retreat  could  not  be  described  as  a  rout,  for  DeniJdn  had 
suffered  30,000  casualties  in  fighting  the  11th  Army. 

Yet  the  army's  forces  were  melting  down.  Those  who  su^ived  their  wounds  were 
"fini^ed  off"  by  typhus  and  Spanish  influenza,  "assisted"  by  the  Astrakhan 
steppes  with  their  snow  storms  vhich  could  tear  the  ice  blanket  off  the 
ground.  It  was  right  there,  in  the  steppes,  that  the  ei^edition  headed  by 
Kirov  began  to  set  up  field  hospitals,  kitchens  and  haths.  Before  he  was  able 
to  reach  Kizlyar  vhich,  according  to  received  information,  had  been  occupied 
by  the  Whites,  Kirov  decided  to  return  to  Astrakhan  and  from  there  to  organize 
the  stxuggle  for  saving  the  army. 

The  colxmcn  reached  the  city  suburbs  at  the  beginning  of  Fdoruary. 

The  Volga  vhich,  in  these  areas,  rarely  formed  a  thick  layer  of  ice,  had  to  be 
crossed.  The  truck  with  the  money  was  no  heavier  than  the  others  vhich  had 
opened  the  way  through  the  ice.  However,  it  was  precisely  under  this  truck 
that  the  ice  cracked  and  gave. . .  .Kirov  barely  managed  to  jump  out  of  the  truck 
vhich  sank  under  the  ice  with  the  money,  and  one  million  unfired  diots  found 
themselves  at  the  bottom  of  the  Volga. 

Eventually  the  question  would  come  up:  "Was  this  5  million  rubles  pr^isely 
on  the  truck  vhich  sank?"  The  answer  had  to  be  documented.  The  question  was 
bound  to  be  asked,  for  the  enemy  was  active  both  outside  a:^  within  AstraWian. 
This  was  a  strong  and  concealed  eneny,  holding  many  senior  pxDsitions  in  the 
administrations  of  the  army  and  the  area. 

Kirov  rushed  to  the  city:  a  team  of  divers  had  to  be  found  to  look  for  •^e 
money!  A  telegram  from  Moscow,  signed  by  Sverdlov,  w:^  awaiting  him: 
"Because  of  changed  circumstances,  suggest  you  remain  in  Astrakhan  and 
organize  the  defense  of  the  city  and  the  area." 

MearMiile,  at  that  time  the  latest  mutiny  was  being  prepar^  in^  AstraJdian. 
The  conspirators  had  learned  from  the  failure  of  the  last  mutiny,  in  vhich  500 
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^ite  Guarc3s  had  been  arrested  by  the  Maslim  revolutionary  regiment.  The  main 
lesson  was  that,  unless  supported  by  the  workers,  the  mutiny  was  doomed. 

tte  work^  on  their  side?  logically,  above  all  the  current 
^  ^  difficulties  v*iich  city  and  array  authorities  were 

unable  to  revive:  hung^,  tyj^ius,  cold.  A  widespread  subversive  propaganda 
^  organized,  ^ying  at  nothing  and  disseminating  even  the 

s^ictest  r^rs  Ito  tetraBian  merchants  v®iS  bMxJ  to  iS 

to  mislead  ^e  Astrakhan  workers  themselves,  vho  were  not  a  native 

Serial revolutionary  traditions,  but  consisted 
essentially  of  seasonal  workers,  most  frequently  quite  disunited. 

experience  led  the  mutiny.  A  joint  conspiratorial 
h^dquarters  had  been  set  up,  headed  by  Torailin,  a  former  naval  officer  with 

British  Mission  in  Baku.  Ihe  British  representative  in 
Astrakhan,  Vice  A.R.  Howe,  was  personally  in  charge  of  preparations  for 

tt^TOimterrevolutiona^  act.  The  conspirators  had  succeeded  in  placing  a 
^  .people  m  many  establishments  and  organizations  and  army 

in  the  coi^iracy  were  Princess  Tumanova,  secretSy 
Revolution^  Military  Council,  former  White  officer  Nikultsfev,  chief 
of  I'^ilization  section  of  the  military  commissariat,  and  the  commanders 
of  the  Engineers  Company  and  the  45th  and  108th  regiments.  OrfTf  the 
^nspirators,  a  certain  Vedeneyev,  a  former  White  of f icer  had  even  penetrated 

organization  in  the  city  and  tli^ea  was 
pollut^  Witt  such  people.  The  enemy  was  everyvhere.  He  eventuallv  became 
impudent,  allowing  himself  to  engage  in  open  counterrevolutionary  activities. 

draftedaplanforseiziug  weapon  dumps,  tte 
^  the  front  headquarters.  ihe  conspirators  relied  on  military 
elSS^in^^e^^rS^^?  ^  on  kulak  support,  on  unstable  middle-cS 
S  ^  ^  typhus,  tte  main  danger  of  tte 

to  SSSiS  ^  ^  kept  coming 

Billeting,  keeping  warm,  feeding  and  healing  tte  anty  could  to 

ao^litted  only  at  tto  expense  of  the  city,  for  vhich  reasontte  clatt 
between  tte  city  population  and  tte  army  was  quite  real. 

Tto  con^irators  also  relied  on  the  severe  breakdown  in  the  administrative  and 
tt'^^tSkhan  among  military,  party  and  econcsnic  authorities 

tod^?d^witt  A  ito  "rich  ttoots,"  to  tte  point  that  Moscow 

tod  to  d^l  with  It.  A  meeting  on  this  conflict,  held  in  January  1919.  took 
place  with  tte  personal  participation  of  Lenin  and  Sverdlov. 

^e  mtt  conflict  w^  in  tte  area  of  relations  between  A.  Shlyapnikov,  froiit 

cha^M,  and  Ye.  Bott,  chief  of  the  fLnf  s  political 
^kctti  mertte.  ihe  terse  text  of  documehts  vhich  havV  reached 
us  confirm  tte  tenseness  of  tte  situation. 

inform^  of  tte  interference  of  tte  Communist  Party  in  tte  work 
nartv  council.  We  deem  such  interference  totally  inadmissible.  The 

direct  orders.  The  local  establishments  and 
military  councils  are  under  different  jurisdictions  and  have  their  own 
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specific  areas  of  work,"  reads  Sverdlov's  note  to  the  Astrakhan  Party  Gubkcrai, 
dated  6  January. 

"The  conflict  in  Astrakhan  makes  it  necessary  to  repeat  categorically:  1. 
Political  departments  are  subordinated  to  revolutionary  councils;  2.  Ai^ 
interference  on  the  part  of  local  party  organizations  in  the  work  of  the 
revolutionary  council,  its  political  department  in  particular,  is  totally 
inadmissible...,"  Sverxilov's  cable  to  the  Astrakhan  Gubemiya  Executive 
Coramittee  and  Party  Gubkcm  read. 

It  also  read: 

"Ihe  conflict  with  the  party  committee  is  inadmissible.  Take  all  necessary 
measures  for  united  and  joint  work.  All  party  members,  rega^ess  of 
position,  must  be  members  of  a  local  organization.  The  party  coramittee  must 
jjQ't  interfere  in  the  activities  of  establishments  tinder  direct  central 

jurisdiction _  All  local  work  is  directed  by  the  party  center. . . .  Dir^ 

intervention  is  possible  only  in  the  case  of  violations  of  decrees  or  worki^ 
against  the  decrees  issued  by  central  authorities.  Great  tactfulness  is 
necessary,  thus  making  conflicts  itrpossible. . . .  lenin,  Sverdlov." 

A  Central  Committee  commission  was  sent  to  Astrakhan.  Among  others,  it 
ooncliidpd  that  "the  city  soviet  exists  on  paper  only.  It  inclirtes  ri^t^wing 
S.R.  and  meni^eviks,  vho  have  paralyzed  its  entire  work." 

Such  was  the  situation  Kirov  found  on  arrival  in  Astrakhan. 

He  had  to  gra^  the  entire  situation  and  identify  and  rally  those  vho  were 
loyal  to  the  Soviet  system  and  the  party.  Time  was  short.  Furthermore,  there 
was  the  problem  of  the  unfortunate  money  vhich  had  to  be  found.  ^e  search 
dragged  on  and  its  outcome  was  beginning  to  concern  Kirov’s  expedition  fellow- 
comrades. 

On  the  surface  at  least,  Kirov  remained  calm.  He  walked  around  the  hole  in 
the  ice,  vhere  the  divers  had  put  rp  a  tent  and,  from  time  to  time,  even 
hummed.  Since  several  days  of  diving  yielded  no  results,  the  assumption  was 
that  the  truck  had  landed  on  solid  ground  and,  carried  away  by  the  current, 
had  gone  God  knows  vhere.  Holes  were  made  in  the  ice  along  the  client.  It 
was  said  that  Kirov  himself  had  tried  to  dive  under  the  ice.  This  could  be 
true,  for  Sergey  Mironovich  was  a  willful  pe^on.  The  truck  was  eventually 
found  and  so  was  Kirov's  valise.  The  cases  with  the  money,  however,  were  not. 
It  was  a  de^)airing  situation.  However,  not  for  a  minute  did  Kirov  lose 
confidence  in  the  eventual  success.  The  money  was  found  only  on  the  eleventh 
day:  together  with  the  machine  gun,  the  cases  had  been  dragged  along  by  -^e 
current  for  a  distance  of  35  sazhens.  The  field  control^  commission,  which 
Kirov  had  invited,  counted  the  money  vhich  was  dried  with  an  iron  in  the 
premises  vhere  the  members  of  the  Caucasian  e>pedition  had  set  rp  a  ocmraune. 

While  the  search  was  going  on,  Kirov  studied  the  situation  in  Astra]di^, 
organized  the  reception  of  wounded  and  sick  Red  Army  men  and  worked  on  solving 
the  oonflicrt:  which  had  dragged  on  and  was  well-known  to  the  party  members  in 
the  city,  and  the  outcome  of  which  was  of  such  concern  to  Lenin  and  sverdlov. 
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Sergey  l^novidi  has  been  in  Astrakhan  for  several  days  but  has  not  yet 

N.N.  Kolesnikova,  party  gubkora  dhainnan  and  one  ^of 
the  Baku  Ooraniune  cxanmissars  (in  charge  of  education) ,  wrote  in  her  memoirs. 

cip  tte'ISSe?”  ® 

‘*«t  has  bean  hsEt^nir^,  so  there  is  no 

KW  was  familiar  with  all  the  details  and  the  tense  relations  between 

S  ^  ^  preparations  for  the 

It  turned  out  that  he  was  aware  of  all  mam  events  in  the  city,  area  and  army.  ‘ 

comprehensively  to  study  the  situation,  the  essence 
?mS^2!  practical  action,  was  Kirov's  lifelong  work  style  as 

the  Astralto  events,  in  1921,  on  the  first  day  of  his 
arrival  m  Baku,  vhere  he  was  to  head  the  Azerbaijan  party  organization  that 

ST°?S^ted"^an^'rt^^^  ^era^ous  receptions,  Kirov  showed  up  at^Azneft 
^1-  pertaming  to  the  petroleum  industry.  Then 

^re  assuming  of f ice  as  secretary  of  the  republic's  Communist  Party  Central 
irmttee,  within  a  week  he  toured  all  petrolexmi  extraction  facilities  and 
thorou^y  the  situation  at  the  main  sector  of  his  assigned  job. 
s  sector  was  i^m  not  only  because  petroleum  was  as  necessary  to  ^the 

metSlu^^^  extensive  knowledge  of  the  latest  trends  in 

met^lur^.  ^zed  by  the  depth  and  extent  of  Kirov's  technical  knowledge 
I^i^d  p^fessorA.  Tai^kiy  asked  Sergey  Mironovich  vhy  he^Sto^^ 

be  2^  famiui-^S  necessary  for  a  bolshevik  manager  to 

Sen^  familiar  with  the  resistance  of  materials  as  with  that  of  the  class 

everyvhere,  Kirov  would  begin  by  weighing  all 
5^  ^  unused  resources.  Invariably,  such  knowledge  would  be 
followed  hy  decisive  and  energetic  action  dictated  by  the  real  situation. 

In  ^traMian,  addressit^  the  party  gubkom  buro  on  13  Fdaruary,  vhere  the 

tS^citJ  disused,  Kirov  said:  "Ihe  enetty  has  surrounded 

2ke^  uigent  measures  must  be 

taken  to  eliminate  i^s  situation.  Ihe  buckets  of  filth  vhich  have  been 

us  defeat  either  Kolchak  or  Denikin.  I 
oe^  ^  quarrels  or  unraveling  squabbles  and 

we^^t  resolve  the  urgent  problems  of  the  defense  of  the  city. 

We  must  all  the  necessary  measures  to  lead  in  the  fight  against  the  ene^ 

SS  iS!t?SrpSi2LS!^"  P-l-tarian  r^volutto.  otheiwi^  ^ 
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Shlyapnikav  was  recalled  to  Moscow.  /This  person,  vdio  had  done  a  great  d^l 
for  the  party,  was  vinfortunately  imable  to  provide  proper  anry  leader^ip. 
Ttogether  with  the  revolutionary  council  he  had  set  up  quarters  away  from  the 
cai±at  operations,  for  vMch  reason  he  was  frequently  unfamiliar  with  the  ]^1 
situation  in  the  army.  Staff  workers,  even  members  of  the  political 
department,  did  not  visit  the  unheated  barracks,  viiere  occasionally  the 
soldiers  had  to  live  in  the  dark,  for  months  on  end. 

It  was  precisely  there  that  Kirov  immediately  took  himself.  In  the  barracks 
he  saw  embittered  Fed  Araiy  men  \A\o  would  not  get  from  their  cots  in  the 
presence  of  their  commanding  officer.  A  great  deal  of  tactfulness  and 
restraint  were  necessary  to  make  the  troops  realize  that  discipline  and  order 
were  needed  in  order  to  develop  respect  for  the  commanding  officer,  without 
which  a  regular  anty  \jnit  cannot  fight  successfully. 

The  army's  ccnibat  capability  dimini^ed  with  every  passing  day. 

Priority  was  given  to  the  need  to  save,  to  revive  the  army  and  to  reinforce 
it  with  new  units  and  detachments.  K.A.  Mekhonoshin,  who  had  replaced 
Shlyapnikov,  noted  that  "the  exceptionally  difficult  situation  vdiich  had 
developed  at  the  Caspian-Caucasian  front  was  exclusively  the  result  of  the 
lack  of  si:5plies,  political  workers.  Red  Army  commanders  and  military 
^)ecialists." 

All  the  comrades  vdio  had  come  with  Mekhonoshin  were  immediately  sent  to  the 
front.  Two  groups  of  <±)stacle  building  detachments  were  assigned  to  the  two 
most  important  strategic  areas. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was  necessary  to  fight  the  tyjiius  and  for  the  life  of  the 
wounded  soldiers.  This  was  closely  related  to  the  problem  of  bread.  The  army 
and  the  newly  raised  detachments  had  to  be  supplied  with  armaments  and  combat 
ordnance. 

An  end  had  to  be  put  to  the  counterrevolution  within  the  ^ortest  possible 
time,  above  all  to  those  vho  were  preparing  an  armed  uprising  against  the 
Soviet  system  in  Astrakhan  and  its  gubemiya. 

Finally,  the  party  ranks  had  to  be  purged  from  enemies  and  unsuitable  elements 
vho  had  insinuated  themselves  into  the  party. 

"Considering  the  exceptionally  serious  situation  on  the  Caspian-Caucasian 
front,  vhich  is  of  prime  importance  to  the  entire  Soviet  Republic  in  all 
respec±s,  the  proletariat  and  all  Soviet  bodies  in  the  Astrakhan  area  are 
assigned  exceptional  tasks  vhich  exceed  the  limits  of  their  usual 
activities. ...  In  order  for  said  tasks  to  be  carried  out,  the  gubemiya  and 
city  executive  committees,  the  party  gubkom  and  the  Revolutionary  Council  of 
the  Caspian-Caucasian  front  have  decreed  that  a  provisional  military¬ 
revolutionary  committee  will  be  set  up. . . .  This  provisioml  military¬ 
revolutionary  committee  will  be  the  supreme  authority  in  Astrakhan 
Gubemiya. ..." 


135 


S.M.  Kirov  became  chairman  of  the  Military  Revolutionary  Committee. 

^e  first  order  issued  by  the  Revtem  was  to  reduce  bread  rations  "because  of 
the  ejctremely  limited  stock  of  flour  in  Astrakhan  and  the  need  to  increase  the 
bread  supplied  to  the  armed  forces."  Class-based  rations  were 
introduced,  ranging  from  one-quarter  pound  to  one  pound  of  bread  daily. 

The  secoM  order  li^ed  measures  to  fight  the  typhus,  including  the 
orgai^zation  fumishi^  of  barracks,  making  becJs  and  cots  for  the  sick 
afpo^ting  nedics,  organizing  women  to  staff  reception  centers  and  field 
ho^itals,  clean  premises  and  feed  the  sick,  etc. 

^e  day  after  tte  Revkom  order,  Georgiy  Atarbekov  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  Astrakhan  Qieka. 

The  Revkom  undertook  to  condense  housing,  thus  providing  the  Red  Army  and  the 
wor^  witt  necessary  premises;  it  organized  the  work  of  the  transportation 
^s^  and  ^e  si^pression  of  kulak  mutinies.  A  control  commission  was  set  rp 
to  fi^t  sabotage  and  abuses  in  Soviet  establi^ents. 

No  single  important  problem  escaped  Kirov  vho  seemed  omniscient  and  tireless. 

He  was  able  to  find  a  common  language  even  with  the  worst  rowdies,  always 
taking  the  si^tion  onto  consideration  in  dealing  with  them.  He  attacked  the 
^Tarcihic  feeling  seamen  with  sharp  and  just  accusations:  "...By  virtue  of 
what  regulations  is  a  member  of  the  Revolutionary  Military  Coxincil  welconed  as 
you  teve.  S^ce  when  do  the  armed  seamen  of  the  revolution  settle  disputes  by 
fi^ti^  on  deck.  Who  are  you,  high  school  girls  in  striped  shirts?  Where  is 

discipline,  you  have  lost  it. . .  Ihe  revolution 
will  not  allow  those  viio  have  lost  their  way  to  be  its  water-carriers. . ." 

M^e  solving  tiie  most  important  problems  of  weapon  supplies  to  the  armed 
r^s,  iQrov  tept  finding  unusual  technical  solutions  vhich  influenced  the 
people  no  less  than  did  his  tenperament  and  logic  as  an  agitator. 

could  protect  themselves  from  the  raids  of 
^itish  aviation.  These  raids  had  literally  become  the  scourge  of  the  Red 
A^  ^  the  ^pulation.  Kirov  put  together  a  small  air  force  "squadron" 
antedelwian  airplanes,  fueled  some  kind  of  fantastic  mixture  of  alcohol 
and  petroleum  by-products.  They  not  simply  flew  but  also  stung  the  Enqli^ 
^5?*  between  Astrakhan  and  the  center  through  the  Volga  were  cut 

Denikin  forces  in  June.  The  railroad  had  to 
be  protec^  from  the  White  Guards.  On  Kirov's  initiative  and  with  his  direct 
p^ici^tion,  armor  was  added  to  ordinary  flat-cars.  Flat-bottom  boats  and 

?  .ff  fishing  vessels  were  converted  into  military  launches  on  Kirov's 
initiative. 

of  technol<^  a^  faith  in  the  power  of  the  alliance  betweai  science  and 
labor  remained  with  Kirov  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

A  typic^  event  occurred  vhile  Kirov  was  alreac^  the  leader  of  the  Leningrad 
Ccmraunists.  Ten-ton  MICT:  electric  furnaces  had  been  ordered  from  abroad  for 
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the  Dneprovskiy  Industrial  Coitibine.  After  the  cxatpany  let  the  customers  down, 
as  is  sometimes  the  case  to  this  day  (let  us  recall  the  recent  case  of  gas 
pipes  vftiich  were  to  be  supplied  to  us  by  foreign  conpanies!) ,  Kirov  vindertook 
to  solve  the  problem.  He  distributed  the  order  for  furnaces  among  10 
Leningrad  plants  and  the  Dneprovskiy  Industrial  Combine  was  given  Soviet-made 
MIGE-t^pe  electric  furnaces  as  good  as  ttiose  made  abroad. 

However,  people  have  eilways  stood  at  the  sources  of  the  solutions  of  even  the 
most  difficult  problems,  including  technical  ones.  It  was  precisely  the 
shortage  of  people  that  Kirov  had  to  deal  with  in  Astrakhan  in  1919.  ^is 
scarcity  was  felt  everyvdiere. 

The  field  hospitals  needed  women  to  take  care  of  the  wounded.  _  Kirov  met  with 
the  women  of  Astrakhan.  He  ^owed  them  the  j^otograph  of  a  little  girl.  It 
was  with  this  photograph  in  his  hand  that  private  Gritsenko  had  died  m  one  of 
the  city's  hospitals.  "Ihere  was  a  powerful  request  in  his  dulling  eyes 
looking  at  us,  passionately  clutching  his  ri^t  hand  to  his  chest. . . .  Wh^ 
Comrade  Gritsenko  died,  a  small  photograph,  yellowed  with  age,  fell  from  his 
right  hand.  It  was  a  photograph  of  the  little  blonde  girl  of  the  dead 
soldier.  The  last  words  of  the  <^ing  man  were  addressed  to  her.  Dear 
comrades,  wives,  mothers,  sisters!  You  too  have  husbands,  children,  fathers 
and  brothers  and  all  of  them,  fighting  for  our  happiness,  are  thinking  of  you, 
awaiting  their  happy  meeting  with  you.  Perhaps  some  of  them  may  by  lying 
somevhere,  sick,  awaiting  your  help. . . "  Neglecting  their  own  homes,  the  women 
went  to  work  at  the  field  hospitals. 

Debits  his  conpassion  for  people,  Sergey  Mironovich  hated  with  all  his  heart 
^iritual  callousness  and  satiety.  He  was  merciless  in  the  struggle  against 
saboteurs,  dirty  workers,  money-grubbers  and  black  marketers.  "Budanov, 
member  of  the  gubemiya  executive  committee,  and  his  accatplices,  accused  of 
extortion,  drunkenness  and  appropriation  of  requisitioned  objects,  will  handed 
over  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  The  revolutionary  tribunal  is  asked  to 
try  the  case  protrptly."  This  was  Revkom  Order  No  15,  signed  by  Kirov. 

To  Kirov  the  words  "collective,"  "mass"  and  "population"  were  never  abstract 
concepts,  either  during  the  extreme  conditions  of  the  defense  of  Astrakhan  or 
later,  during  the  period  of  peaceful  construction.  All  of  Kirov's  decisions 
were  related  to  vhat  is  currently  known  in  political  terminology  as  the 
energizing  of  the  "human  factor,"  backed  by  specific  knowledge  and  action. 

In  discussing  the  need  for  knowledgeable  light  industry  specialists,  Kirov 
noted  that  "people  must  be  made."  This  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
opening  of  a  textile  institute. 

When  the  problem  of  sc^jplying  the  conquerors  of  Khibin  with  fresh  vegetables 
arose,  Kirov  was  able  to  find  a  local  enthusiast  vho  learned  how  to  grow 
excellent  cucumbers  under  haorsh  northern  conditions.  "He  was  acquainted," 
Leningraders  remember,  "with  hundreds  of  ordinary  plant  woricers.  When  the 
nominations  of  Putilov  plant  workers  for  awards  for  their  victories  in 
tractor-building  were  discussed,  Kirov  selected  from  memory  and  provided 
character  references  for  dozens  of  people,  not  only  shop  managers  but  also 
rank-and-file  workers." 


m  ^traWi^  having  concluded  thatin  all  likelyhood  the  prevention  of  the 
counterrevolutionary  outbreak  was  irtpDssible,  Kirov  began  to  prepare  the 
necess^  forces  for  its  defeat.  First  of  all,  Sergey  Mironovich  sS^rro  an 
operative  three-itiaiib^  group  and  a  defense  council.  He  quickly  organized  a 
special  group  oo^isting  of  caramanders  and  ccanmissars  of  reliable  units,  and  2 
oays^  after  holding  a  conference  with  them  and  determining  the  reliability  of 
regrets  and  cotipanies,  ordered  the  disarming  of  elements  of  the 
45th_  a^  108th  inf ^try  regiments,  considered  unreliable,  most  of  vhom 
consisted  of  local  scions  of  kulaks,  cattlemen  and  merchants. 

accordance  with  Kirov's  plan,  machine  guns  were  set  up  in  the  city  along 
the  Ku^  ^  ^va  rivers,  manned  by  the  Zheleznyy  and  Mislim  regimentsT 
v^le  the  artillery  was  concentrated  in  the  Filing  and  Forpost.  -Ihe  flotill4 

cambat-rea<^.  :^ov  personally  supervised  the  deployment  of 
the  people  along  the  firing  positions.  ^ 

March,  simultaneously  at  the  port  and  the  area  of 
^eets,  vhere  the  headquarters  of  the  conspirators  was 

lorat^,  not  far  from  the  Vladimir  Church.  The  number  of  rebels  swelled 
quickly. 

o^tS  ^tiny,  Kirov  summoned  the  revolutionary 

recalls:  "We  have  sufficient  forces  to  defeat 

them,  but  we  ^11  have  to  fight  in  narrow  city  streets,"  Kirov  said. 
Imo^t  people  may  ^ffer,  something  vhich  we  must  avoid  above  all.  Our 
therefore,  is  to  cru^  the  center  of  the  mutiny."  Such  was  Kirov's 
^  ^  fiercest  struggle  he  was  aware  of  the  means  and  thought 
of  pe^le  vho  ^uld  became  innocent  victims  of  the  struggle.  Nevertheless 
issued  at  1530  hours  read  as  follows:  "i  order  the 

available  means  of  dSS^? 

Following  are  a  few  excerpts  of  a  journal  on  the  course  of  the  operation  to 
sippress  the  March  coxinterrevolutionary  mutiny  in  AstraMian. 

Comrade  Lipatov  (Astrakhan  Communist  Party 
Comuht^  membe^ip  card  No  45)  reports  that  he  is  leading  the  Muslim  Ccffipany 
Yepifai^  hoi^e  aM  ^e  loan  Zlatoust  Church;  the  organizatS^S^ 

T,  mpossible  to  locate  both  our  forces  and  those  of  the  eneny. 
ehurch  IS  occupied  by  the  rebels  and  so  are  the  premises  of  the  rayon 

party  committee;  a  machine  gunner  has  been  killed...  ^ 

"1830  ho^....  A  Muslim  mounted  patrol  is  asking  for  support  and 

rep^cements  at  Petropavlovskaya  Street,  vhere  an  exchange  of  fire  is  taking 

"1855  hours -  A  field  note  issued  to  all  unit  commanders.  The  order  is  for 

Sste^"^  ^  ^  offensive  at  1930  hours  and  suppress  the  uprising  at  all 

2315  hours. . . .  Everything  at  the  Forpost  is  calm. ... 
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”2345  hours. . . .  North  of  Ratum  everything  is  calm. . . . 

"All  imits  r^xDrt  victory. ..." 

One  of  the  events  in  the  suppression  of  the  mutiny  adds  a  characteristic  trait 
to  Kirov's  portrait.  A  White  Guard  machine  gun  had  been  mounted  on  the 
belfry.  The  infantry  men  were  hoping  that  the  torpedo-boat  would  be  able  to 
destroy  it.  In  order  to  hit  the  belfry  without  damaging  near-by  houses,  a 
good  gunner  was  needed.  No  Such  gunner  existed  on  board.  A  feverish  search 
located  an  elderly  artillery  man  in  the  city.  However,  the  latter  firmly 
refused  to  fire.  He  was  taken  to  Kirov.  After  a  short  talk  with  Sergey 
Mironovich,  the  ty  now  persuaded  gunner  agreed  to  violate  his  "neutrality"  and 
went  to  the  ship  and  fired.  The  belfry  was  brought  down  and  the  White  Guard 
machine  gun  \diich  cjontrolled  an  important  sector  was  silenced. ... 

On  12  March,  after  the  full  suppression  of  the  mutiny,  the  Revolutionary 
Ocranittee  is^ed  an  order  vhich  began  as  follows:  "The  White  Guards  and  all 
enemies  of  the  worker-peasant  regime,  vho  had  dared  to  raise  their  base  hand 
against  the  proletarian  revolution,  have  been  routed."  "After  the  call  for 
•Death  to  S^f-Se^ers! ' ,"  the  order  went  on  to  say,  "another,  no  less 
revolutionary  slogan  must  be  heard:  'All  to  the  machine  tools!  Everyone  to 
work! '  Remember  that  every  minute  of  idleness  is  a  crime  against  the 
revolution  and  all  of  Soviet  Russia." 

On  Kirov's  request,  permission  was  granted  by  Moscow  to  hold  the  first 
reregistration  of  party  members  in  the  republic.  Kirov  headed  this  unusually 
important  project. 

"Many  of  the  events  we  have  recently  esperienced^  clearly  do  not  speak  well  of 
us.  Ihey  prove  that  enemies,  more  dangerous  than  cpen  White  Guards  are  in  our 
ranks,"  the  Astraldian  Revolutionary  Committee  chairman  noted  in  one  of  his 
speeches.  "Our  party,"  we  read  in  the  appeal  of  the  gubkom  ooramission  headed 
by  Kirov  "To  All  Members  of  the  Astrakhan  Bolshevik  Organization,"  "must  once 
again  become  vhole,  cast  of  a  single  piece.  It  imist  be  cleansed  from 
extraneous  elements  vhich  bring  corruption  within  its  ranks,  mere  must  be  no 
place  for  idlers,  hooligans,  adventurists,  drunks  and  thieves  in  the  party 
ranks.  mere  is  no  place  in  our  party  for  those  vho  hesitate  and  oscillate, 
vho  avoid  discipline  and  unity  of  action.  We  must  swe^  the  party  of  harmful 
and  unnecessary  elements  with  an  iron  broom.  Let  the  party  lose  in  quantity 
but  win  in  quality,  me  party  will  benefit  by  becoming  stronger". . . . 

mis  statement  made  by  Kirov  is  startlingly  topical  today,  vhen  the  party  is 
paying  sUch  great  attention  to  the  struggle  for  the  purity  of  its  ranks  and 
for  maintaining  the  honest  and  pure  image  of  every  party  member. 

"After  the  victory  the  party  ranks  increased  steadily,"  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  Second  Astrakhan  Gubemiya  Party  Conference  stated.  "mis  inevitably 
led  to  the  fact  that  elements  vhich  have  nothing  in  caramon  with  communism 
entered  its  ranks  with  a  view  to  using  the  prestige  of  the  RKP(b)  for  person^ 
selfi^  purposes.  Hiding  behind  the  flag  of  communism,  such  adventuristic 
elements  are  discrediting  throu^  their  actions  the  prestige  and  great  cause 
of  our  political  party  in  the  eyes  of  the  population. ..." 
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Hiis  was  followed  by  a  firm  and  energetic  call  to  practical  action:  "We 
must. ..  .strengthen  our  ties  with  the  primary  part^  organizations  as  the  main 
prerequisite  for  all  victories  on  all  fronts...." 


Several  months  later,  ^on  25  November,  MiWiail  Ivanovich  Kalinin,  cabled  the 
Fourth  C3ongress  of  Soviets  of  Astrakhan  Gubemiya:  "Three  months  in  the  life 
of  ^e  Astrakhan  proletariat  proved  decisive  to  the  destinies  of  the  working 
prople  of  the  entire  gubemiya.  I  am  referring  to  the  creation  and  activities 
of  the  ^trakhan  Provisional  Military-Revolutionary  Committee.  It  preserved 
the  Soviet  ^stem  in  Astraldian  during  the  ni^tnmri^  days  of  March, 
i^rcilessly  defeating  the  hirelings  of  English  iirperialism.  Under  its  battle 
flags  a  firm  foundation  new  exists  under  the  victories  we  have  alreacty  won." 

A  f ^  (toys  later,  on  1  Dec^ember  a  telegram-report  was  sent  to  Lenin  on  the 
^^tion  of  the  heroic  defense  of  Astrakhan  and  the  forthcoming  offensive 
toward  the  Northern  Caucasus. 

Sergey  Mironovich  had  only  15  years  of  life  left,  all  of  vhich  ru^ed  by 
m  a  single  thrust.  ^ 


Aft^  the  liberation  of  the  Northern  Caucasus,  one  day  in  May  1920  he  brought 
rre^cm  to  Baku,  followed  by  the  legendary  crossing  of  the  most  difficult 
M^sonskiy  Pass,  to  help  the  vprising  of  the  Georgian  people.  At  that  time 

lurxjv  was  appointed  member  of  the  Caucasian  Buro  of  the  RKP(b)  Central 
Conimittee. 


4?iu  Gori  ASSR  in  i^ril  1921;  in  July  he  assumed  the  leadership  of 
toe  ^erfaaijan  Party  Organization,  tnhere  he  won  one  more  victory,  no  less 
Mpor^t  than  those  he  had  won  on  toe  battlefield.  The  petroleum  industry  of 
the  Trans<3aucasus  was  r^3uilt  within  an  extremely  toort  time. 


S!  became  first  secretary  of  the  Leningrad  VKP(b)  Gubkom  and 

^  central  Committee.  Also  in  1926  Kirov  was 

candidate  and,  in  1930,  member  of  the  VKP(b)  Central  Committee 
toiitoiTO.  In  1934  he  became  secretary  and  member  of  the  party's  Central 
Committee  0r^3uro  as  well  as  secaretary  of  the  Leningrad  Obkem  and  Gorkom. 

^rov  iwolved  with  toe  creation  of  the  Northern  Fleet,  toe  development  of 
tto  mn^al  resources  of  Khibin,  the  building  of  toe  White  Sea-Baltic  Canal 
^  s^dy  growth  of  leningrad  industry.  The  first  Soviet  steam  turbines 
"thf  filming  of  one  of  toe  first  domestic  sound  motion  pictures 
on  the  Soviet  working  class,  "The  counter,"  vhich  depicted  the  heroics  of  the 

and  the  reconstruction  of  the  leningrad  theatre  for  opera 
and  ballet  took  place  with  Kirov *3  direct  and  most  active  participation. 


Ki^,  toe  fearless  bolshevik,  inspired  orator  of  toe  revolution,  shiningly 
good  and  modest  like  Lenin,  was  toe  favorite  of  toe  party  and  the  country's 
working  class.  Joyful  and  ecstatic  at  the  great  accanplishments  of  the  first 
5  year  plans,  Sergey  Mironovich  described  from  the  podium  of  the  17th  Party 
Congress  how  he  wanted  to  "live  and  go  on  living."  Living  meant  to  him  to  be 
a  ^olution^  and  a  communist  always  and  everyvdiere,  at  all  points  in  spa<^ 
and  every  single  minute  granted  to  him  by  fate.  The  life  of  such  a  person 
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becomes  a  ocmponent  of  the  history  of  the  people,  the  country  and  manJcind. 
S.M  Kirov,  the  crystally  pure  and  inflexibly  firm  party  member,  bol^evik- 
Leninist,  military  commander  arxi  diplomat,  dedicated  his  entire  outstanding 
and  glorious  life  to  the  cause  of  the  working  people  and  communism,  inscribing 
outstanding  pages  in  the  chronicles  of  the  great  accomplishments  of  the  Soviet 
people.  One  of  his  last  speeches  is  aimed  directly  at  the  present:  "Our 
obligation,  our  task  assigned  to  us  ky  history  is  to  work,  work  and  work. 
However  much  we  build  is  not  enough;  we  must  hurry  on,  for  our  tasks  greatly 
^ceed  the  borders  of  our  country." 

"We  must  hurry  on!"  It  is  precisely  this  that  the  historicai  resolutions  of 
the  27th  Leninist  Congress  of  the  party,  vhose  loyal  son  S.M.  Kirov  was,  call 
X5x>n  us  to  accomplish. 

OOPyRIGHT:  Izdatelstvo  TSK  KPSS  "Pravda".  "Kcintnunist",  1986 
5003 
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BOOK  REVIEWS  AND  BIBKCOGEAHK 


ASSERTINS  THE  EECENCIEEES  OF  SOCIAKEST  SCIENTIFIC  POUTICAL  ECONCMf 

Mos<xw  KlMMUNIST  in  Russian  No  5,  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  pp  122- 


[Review  by  L.  Reznibov,  candidate  of  economic  sciences,  of  the  book 
"Izbrannyye  Etoanomichesklye  Sochineniya  (1923-1941  Gg. ) "  [Selected  Economic 
Works  (1923-1941)  ]  by  A. A.  Voznesenskiy.  Nauka,  Moscow,  1985,  304  pp] 

[Te^]  ihe  sti^  of  the  real  process  of  the  establi^ent  and  development  of 
socialist  political  econorty  is  an  organic  coirponent  of  its  advancement  at  the 
present  stage,  vAiidi  is  quite  crucial  for  our  entire  social  sciences. 
Intensified  hostorical  "self-knowledge"  of  political  econony  is  one  of  the 
major  prereqi^sites  for  its  solution  of  the  practical  problems  of  shaping  an 
mtegr^  socialist  ^ncmdc  management  mechanism,  consistent  with  the  new 
TOnditio^,  as  described  ty  the  27th  CPSU  Congress.  Entirely  understandable 
frOT  this  viewpoint  is  the  considerable  interest  ^own  by  the  readers  in  the 
Izdat^stvo  Nauka 's  publication  of  the  selected  works  of  a  noted  Soviet 
economist,  one  of  the  organizers  of  econcanic  training  in  our 
c^try,  passionate  propagandist  of  Marxist-Leninist  theory  and  fighter  for 
Its  purity.  Professor  Aleksandr  Al^eyevich  Voznesenskiy.  The  book  is  based 
on  magor  theoretical  works  included  in  textbooks  on  political  econoity  (for 
ccmraunist  education  and  other  VUZs) ,  and  publi^ed  in  ERAVDA  and  the  journal 
POD  ZNAMENEM  MARKSIZMA.  . 

^e  beginning  of  most  of  A. A.  Voznesenskiy 's  scientific  activities  took  place 
dicing  t^e  period  of  transition  from  capitalism  to  socialism.  This  v/as  a 
of  epochal  social  changes  in  the  econorty,  directly  reflected  on  the 
development  of  the  political  economy  of  the  new  production  method.  It  took 
plaoe  in  t^  cxxirse  of  fierce  ideological  and  theoretical  confrontation  with 
the  mechamstic  and  idealistic  falsifications  of  Marxism-Leninism,  bourgeois 
am  revisionist  views  and  Trotskyite  and  right  wing-opportunistic  efforts  to 
distort  the  party's  general  line. 

All  the  works  by  this  author  included  in  the  book  are  iTnbiKaii  with  a  spirit  of 
class  and  party  principle-mindedness.  He  consistently  related  this  nature  of 
"oinr^  political  economy"  to  its  revolutionary-transforming  role  and  open 
service  to  the  cause  "of  the  proletariat  am,  consequently,  its  vanguard — ^the 
(kxtraunist  Party"  (pp  69-70) .  He  brought  to  light  the  link  between  the  class 
nature  of  science  am  its  objectivity  and  proper  reflection  of  reality  on  a 
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profouncJly  dialectical  basis.  The  Marxist-Leninist  requirement  of  concrete 
truth  presumes  the  clarification  of  "vhich  specific  class  is  the  areator  of  a 
given  science, "  a  class  vhich,  by  virtue  of  its  v^  position  is  historically 
advancing  and  interested  in  the  proper  understanding  of  reality,  or  else  is 
historically  obsolete,  regressive  and  forced  to  distort  the  actual  laws  of 
motion  for  the  sakB  of  preserving  its  social  status  quo.  As  a  pro^essive 
social  class,  the  <±)jectives  of  vhich  are  consistent  with  "the  objective  laws 
of  develcpn^t-of  reality  itself,"  the  proletariat,  v4io  is  fighting  "for  the 
overthrow  of  capitalism  and  building  socialism,"  is  vitally  interested  "in  the 
most  precise  and  most  accurate  knowledge  of  economic  laws"  (p  69) . 

Most  of  Voznesenskiy's  works  deal  with  methodological  problems  vhich  remain 
quite  relevant  today.  In  this  connection,  let  us  single  out  the  work  titled 
"The  Subject  of  Political  Econatiy,"  with  which  the  collection  opens.  In  the 
1920s  and  beginning  of  the  1930s,  in  defending  in  the  course  of  sharpest 
scientific  discussions  the  classical  Marxist  view  on  political  economy  as  the 
science  "of  social  relations  among  people  in  production"  (p  50)  the  author 
firmly  opposed  the  "dissolution"  of  production  relations  within  production 
forces,  vhich  was  characteristic  of  the  supporters  of  the  mechanistic  trend 
(see  pp  37-44)  as  well  as  the  artificial  separation  of  said  relations  from 
production  forces,  "thus  giving  production  relations  a  meaningless  form  and 
turning  them  into  a  purely  idealistic  category"  (p  50) . 

The  Marxist-Leninist  interpretation  of  the  subject  of  political  eoonorty,  he 
pointed  out,  calls  for  considering  production  relations  a  "form  of  dynamics  of 
production  forces  and  a  specific  social  form  pf  their  development"  (p  51) . 
Such  an  approach  makes  it  possible  to  bring  to  light  not  only  the  "determining 
influence  of  production  forces  on  production  relations"  but  also  the  "active 
influence  of  production  relations  on  production  forces,"  allowing  us 
scientifically  to  determine  "the  way  given  production  relations  influence  the 
trend  of  development  of  production  forces,  their  develcpiient  pace  and  their 
internal  structure...."  (p  52).  Since  production  relations  are  considered  an 
active,  an  effective  form  of  development  of  production  forces,  "the  study  of 
the  inherent  (internal)  laws  of  dynamics  of  production  relations  also  means 
the  stuit^  of  internal  contradictions  of  production  forces  and  production 
relations  and  their  interpenetration. ..."  (ibid) . 

This  unconpramisingly  basic  methodological  principle  of  Marxist-Leninist 
political  economy  supported  by  Voznesenskiy  is  actively  "functionning"  to  this 
day,  vhen  the  necessary  prerequisites  for  the  acceleration  of  socioeconomic 
progress,  as  the  new  draft  of  the  CPSU  program  adqpted  at  the  27th  Party 
Congress  emphasizes,  "are  the  permanent  advancement  of  production  relations 
hhd  the  sv:pport  of  their  stable  consistency  with  the  (^namically  developing 
production  forces  and  the  timely  detection  and  resolution  of  known 
antagonistic  contradictions  vhich  appear  between  them."  We  believe  that  it  is 
only  under  the  conditions  of  the  conscious  and  systematic  consideration  of  the 
objective  dialectics  of  production  forces  and  production  relations  "through 
the  lens"  of  their  specific  subject— production  relations  and  their  ;  inherent 
laws — ^that  socialist  political  economy  can  efficiently  solve  its  problems  of 
concretizing  the  socioeconomic  criteria  of  scientific  and  technical  progress 
and  its  acceleration  and  the  material  and  technical  foundations  for  corarnunism 
formulated  in  the  new  draft  of  the  party  program.  In  ether  words,  it  is  only 
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throu^  the  manifestation  of  specific  socioeconomic  problems  that  the  ways  of 
develcpnent  of  prxaduction  forces,  vAiidh  ensure  the  new  qualitative  status 
reached  by  our  society  and,  in  the  final  historical  account,  the  higher  phase 
of  the  communist  ^tem,  can  be  scientifically  defined. 

"Hie  problem  of  the  subject  of  political  econorry  was  discussed  during  the  1920s 
in  close  comectiipn  with  the  p:^lem  of  the  historical  limits  of  that  science. 
At  that  time  scientific  publications  were  dominated  by  the  concept  of  the 
absence,  in  the  circumstances  of  a  planned  production  process,  of  objective 
economic  laws,  tiiereby  limiting  the  subject  of  political  economy  exclusively 
wit^  the  historical  framework  of  uncontrolled  commodity  and  commodity- 
capitalist  economy.  Decisively  important  in  surmounting  this  anti-Marxist 
vi&j,  vMch  had  come  to  Soviet  economic  science  from  social  democratic 
publications,  was  the  publication  of  remarks  by  V.I.  Lenin,  made  in  1920,  on 
the  book  by  N.I.  BuWiarin  "Ihe  Economics  of  the  Transitional  Iteriod,"  viiioh 
came  out  in  1929.  Drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  Lenin  categorically 
rejected  Bukharin's  concept  of  the  similarity  between  the  "mi  of  the 
capitalist-commodity  society  and  the  end  of  politiceil  economy,"  and  thoroughly 
restoring  the  concept  developed  by  Engels  of  political  econorry  in  the  broad 
meaning  of  the  tern,  Voznesenskiy  drew  the  following  basic  conclusion:  "Ohe 
in’tsrcst  ^  of  building  socialism  and  the  struggle  waged  by  the  global 
prole^iat  demand  at  the  present  stage,  in  following  Lenin's  steps,  for 
political  economy  in  the  broad  meaning  of  the  term  to  be  organically  developed 
essentially  along  the  line  of  the  theory  of  the  Soviet  and  the  socialist 
economy"  (p  56) . 

It  was  after  the  pi&lications  of  Lenin's  remarks  that  the  vulgar-empirical 
view  continued  to  enjoy  seme  popularity,  according  to  viiich  the  creation  of  a 
socialist  political  economy  was  impossible  until  the  full  victory  of  the 
latter  was  won.  ^^Dj actively,  such  claims  questioned  the  decisive  contribution 
vhich  the  Marxist  classics  had  made  to  substantiating  the  iriost  important 
econcanic  laws  of  the  future  socialist  society,  ignoring  the  creative 
development  of  the  Marxist  theory  of  socialism  by  Lenin  and  the  Leninist 
party. 

A. A.  ^  Voznesenskiy  was  one  of  the  fiirst  economist  to  oppose  such  a 
norihistorical  approach  to  the  process  of  the  establishment  of  a  political 
economy  of  socialism.  "Ihe  richest  possible  foundations  for  such  a  political 
economy  of  the  transitional  period  and  of  socialism,"  wrote,  "were  laid  in 
the  worte  of  Marx  and  Engels  and,  particularly,  in  those  of  Lenin  and  in  the 
resoluticais  of  the  Comintem  and  our  Communist  Party  and  Soviet  ^stem"  (pp 


The  principles  of  real  historicism  in  the  approadi  to  the  establishment  and 
develcpment  of  the  political  economy  of  the  new  prxxSiction  method,  vhich  is 
polemically  asserted  in  the  work  under  review,  are  hardly  50-year  old 
"relics."  In  particular,  they  provide  all  the  necessary  reasons  to  r’.nngid«=>r 
today  as  a  fact  not  only  of  the  existence  of  a  socialist  political  economy 
(vhich,  naturally,  did  not  exclude  in  the  least  the  need  for  its  further  and 
most  essential  improvement)  but  also  of  the  basic  features  of  the  economic 
th^ry^  of  the  communist  system  as  a  vhole,  contained  within  it.  The  latter 
scientifically  reflects  the  existence  of  general  communist  principles  within 
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the  scx:ialist  economic  system,  the  strengthening  of  vdiich,  as  stipulated  in 
the  CPSU  program,  means  the  actual  progress  of  our  society  toward  communism. 

Natui^ally  linking  surmounting  the  limited  view  on  the  subject  of  political 
ecorony  with  a  recognition  of  the  d^jective  nature  of  socialist  economic  laws, 
Voznesenskiy  emphasized  that  the  concept  according  to  vhich  "any  social  form 
has  its  economic  laws”  also  applies  "to  the  socialist  (communist)  society.  In 
this  case  economic  laws  are  realized  by  the  people  and  are  consciously 
observed  th^”  (p  60) .  , 

The  thou^t  of  the  conscious  irrplementation  of  economic  laws  "restored  the 
rights"  of  basic  Marxist  stipulations  on  freedom  as  realized  and  mastered 
necessity,  applicable  to  socialism  but  soradiow  forgotten  at  a  certain  stage  in 
Soviet  economic  literature.  At  the  same  time,  it  ettphasized  the  fact  that 
under  the  conditions  of  the  new  system  economic  theory  acquires  "a  tremendous 
and  immediate  practical  significance  vhich  it  could  never  previously  have" 
(ibid). 

A  nuniber  of  requirements,  entirely  applicable  to  the  contemporary  stage,  stemm 
from  the  concept  of  the  "direct  practical  value"  of  economic  theory  xjnder 
socialism.  The  purpose  of  socialist  political  economy  is  not  only  to  identic 
economic  laws  as  such  but  also  to  substantiate  their  mechanism  of  action  and 
interaction  and  the  specific  means  and  methods  of  their  conscious  and 
systematic  application  in  accordance  with  dynamically  changing  circumstances 
and  economic  development  requirements.  Only  then  does  it  becomes  capable  of 
performing  its  active  constructive  function,  vhich  is  to  serve  to  the  fullest 
extent  as  the  scientific  and  theoretical '  foxmlt^tioh  of  planned  management  of 
the  processes  of  building  socialism  ard  coraraunism  and  a  real  factor  in  the 
acceleration  of  our  advance. 

The  profound  stucfy  of  the  methodologiceil  problems  of  socialist  political 
economy,  and  the  substantiation  of  the  applicability  of  Marx's  "Das  Kapital" 
theory  and  methods  were  organically  supplemented  by  the  author  with  a  positive 
development  of  a  number  of  most  important  laws  of  building  socialism. 
Particularly  noteworthy  in  this  respect  are  his  considerations  on  the  basic 
law  of  (^namics  of  the  Soviet  economy.  Sharp  debates  were  held  on  this 
problem  as  well  in  publications  of  the  1920s  and  beginning  of  1930s.  The 
theoretical  content  of  the  views  formulated  in  the  course  of  such  discussions 
was  frequently  directly  related  to  the  political  struggle  for  a  specific 
course  to  be  followed  in  the  economiic  strategy  adopted  by  the  party  and  the 
Soviet  state.  Unlike  theories  of  the  "uncontrolled  development  of  the  Soviet 
economy"  (p  194) ,  hostile  to  Leninism  and  essentially  promoting  a  restoration, 
Voznesenskiy  formulated  a  concept  according  to  which  '^the  basic  law  of  motion" 
of  the  transitional  economy  is  the  "law  of  socialist  socialization"*  (p  197). 
Ihis  conclx:isicai  was  supplemented  with  the  author's  Views  on  the  "level  of 
proletarian  dictatorship"  which,  as  a  form  of  implementation  of  the  law  of 
socicilist  socialization,  "in  that  sense"  could  itself  "be  known  cis  the  basic 
law  of  motion  of  the  transitional  economy"  (ibid)  •  Ihe  ecistenco  of  elements 
of  a  theoretical  combination  of  objective  econcmdc  law®  and  specific  forms  of 
their  prachical  manifestation  in  econcmdc  manageinent,  entirely  logical  for 
that  time,  does  not  eliminate  in  the  least  the  b^ic  acchracy  of  interpreting 
nationwide  scoialization  as  the  main  edonomic  content  of  the  prcxoss  of 
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txansition  frcjii  capitalism  to  socialism.  The  chajracterization  given  by  the 
author  to  socialist  socialization  as  the  "basic  law  of  motion  of  the  Soviet 
economy,”  ^  stemming  from  the  Leninist  concept  of  actual  production 
socialization,  was  aomed  against  the  bourgeois  and  opportunistic  theories  of 
"balancing”  the  u^ividual  sectors  within  the  Soviet  economic  system,  v^ich 
called  for  an  indefinitely  long  "coexistence”  of  petty-commodity  and 
capitalist  systems  with  the  socialist  system.  In  this  respect  it  played  its 
positive  role  in  the  ideological  struggle  for  the  irtplementation  of  the 
park's  g^eral  line  of  full  victory  of  socialism  in  the  USSR,  and  remains 
topical  in  the  light  of  the  current  prctolems  vihich  face  a  number  of  socialist 
countries  xmdergoing  the  transitional  period. 

Wit^  the  context  of  the  ta^  related  to  the  socialist  socialization  of  the 
Soviet  economy,  Voznesenskiy  considered  other  more  specific  aspects  of  the 
theory  and  practice  of  the  establishment  of  socialism.  In  our  view,  the 
solution  to  the  prctolem  of  using  coramodi-ty-monetary  forms  in  socialist 
construction,  vdiich  he  provided  at  the  turn  of  the  1930s,  is  of  great 
interest. 

The  ^  stipulations  of  the  17^  VKP(b)  Conference  on  the  itiportance  of 
eliminating  liquidationist  feelings  concerning  such  methods  contributed  to  the 
extensive  acknowledgment  of  the  obligation  to  preserve  and  extensively  use 
value  categories.  However,  many  economists  related  their  presence  in  the 
©conomy  exclx^ively  to  the  fact  that  vestiges  of  private  ownership 
systems  remained  within  it.  Voznesenskiy  was  one  of  the  few  authors  at  that 
time  vJio  indicated  the  need  to  es^lain  the  preservation  of  commodity-inonetarY 
forms  as  development  features  of  the  socialist  system  itself.  "....The  need 
^  commodity  form.  •  •  /  ”  he  wrote,  "is  determined  not  only  by  the  existence 
of  different  systems  within  our  economy  but  also  the  degree  of  socialist 
socialization  within  the  socialist  sector”  (p  190) . 

The  comideration  of  the  problem  of  camnodity-monetary  relation  in  close 
connection  with  the  level  of  socialization  of  socialist  production  reached  not 
only  contributes,  in  our  view,  identifying  the  reasons  for  their  preservation 
i^er  socialism  but  also  brings  to  light  the  trends  of  their  further  evolution 
in  accordance  with  the  future  communist  develcpment  of  our  society.  The 
dialectics  of  development  of  socialism  is  such  that  the  more  extensively 
ccmmodity-monetary  relations  are  applied  in  it  (objectively  determined  by  the 
actu^  level  reached  in  labor  and  production  socialization) ,  the  more  such 
application  "promotes"  ^e  enhanced  level  of  maturity  of  socialist 
s^i^ization  to  a  level  which,  in  the  future,  will  provide  the  possibility  of 
eluninatmg  conmDdity--inonetary  relations  among  the  subjects  of  socialist 
production  and^  lead  to  an  absolute  universal  application  of  direct  social 
forms  inherent  in  the  communist  production  method.  Ihis  concept  sheds  light 
on  toe  problem  emphasized  at  toe  27to  CESU  Congress  of  developing  means  of 
utilization  of  commodity-monetary  relations  on  a  firm  socialist  basis. 


Problems  of  toe  study  of  basic  categories  in  Marx's  theory  of  commodity  output 
are  extensively  discussed  in  the  work.  The  author's  familiarity  with  toe 
works  "Commodity''  and  "On  Iftxierstanding  toe  Category  of  Abstract  Labor,"  and 
his  exceptionally  clear  presentation  are  organically  comibined  with  scientific 
depth  and  fine  analysis.  Unquestionably,  this  will  be  useful  to  specialists 
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in  political  econcray  and  to  those  viio  are  only  now  undertaking  the  study  of 
Marx's  "Das  Kapital." 

let  us  particularly  single  out  the  author's  interpretation  of  the  category  of 
abstract  labor  vhich,  according  to  Marx,  is  the  "constructive  value  of  the 
si^stance."  The  question  of  abstract  labor  became  the  topic  of  a  broad  debate 
within  Soviet  economic  publications  in  the  1927-1930  period.  The  mechanistic 
and  idealistic  trends  in  political  economy,  vhich  were  quite  popular  at  that 
time,  were  manifested  most  clearly  in  the  various  views  held  on  that  problem. 
Voznesenskiy  became  one  of  the  first  authors  to  criticize  both  trends.  His 
work  "On  the  ^estion  of  Understanding  the  Category  of  Abstract  Labor, "  vhich 
was  written  in  1925,  proves  that  actually  2  years  before  the  official 
beginning  of  the  d^te  and  5  years  before  it  was  officially  closed,  the  anti- 
Marxist  nature  of  the  mechanistic  version  of  abstract  labor  was  clearly 
ej^xDsed,  a  theo:^  vhich  reduced  the  latter  to  a  loss  of  "labor  in  general" 
vhich  v;^  deprived  of  ar^  of  social  content  (thus  essentially 

perpetuating  ^stract  labor  and  other  value,  categories  derived  from  it) ,  as 
well  as  the  idealistic  interpretation  of  abstract  labor  vhich  converted  it 
into  some  kind  of  "ideal"  social  form  alienated  from  the  material  production 
process  itself.  In  the  latter  case,  Voznesenskiy  noted,  "Marx's  entire 
political  economy  is  converted  from  a  materialistic  science  into  an  idealistic 
elaboration  and  loses  its  entire  practical  revolutionary  significance"  (p 
108) . 

The  positive  definition  of  abstract  labor  as  an  outlay  of  "physiologically 
homogeneoi^  himian  work  force,"  vhich  rejected  the  extremes  we  noted,  is,  under 
the  conditions  of  a  commodity  economy  "the  type  of  form  in  vhich  the 
essentially  soci^  nature  of  individual  labor  is  revealed"  (p  100) .  In  our 
view,  this  definition  has  honorably  withstood  more  than  50  years  of  tests  and 
the  results  of  the  stuc^  of  Marx's  theory  of  value  carried  out  during  that 
time  are  entirely  consistent  with  the  concepts  included  in  this  definition. 

While  fully  shari^  and  si^jporting  the  view  alreacfy  published  to  the  effect 
that  the  publication  of  Voznesenskiy 's  economic  works  is  a  "necessary  and 
xjseful  project,"  let  us  note  the  obvious  usefulness  of  another  printing  of 
this  work,  vhich  was  sold  out  immediately,  in  a  substantially  bigger  edition. 
This  shoi^d  include  a  number  of  Voznesenskiy 's  works  not  found  in  the  book 
under  review  but  indicated  in  the  bibliograjhic  listing  of  his  works. 

aDEyRlGEir:  Izdatelstvo  TSK  KPSS  "Pravda".  ''Komraunist'',  1986 
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SHORT  BOOK  REVIEWS 

Mbscx3w  K(MCttttST  in  Russia  No  5,  Mar  86  (signed  to  press  31  Mar  86)  p  126 

[Text]  "Kosmonavtilca:  Entsiklopediya"  [Cosmonautics:  Encyclopedia]. 

V.P.  Glushko  editor  in  ciiief.  V.P.  Barmin,  K.D.  Bushryev,  V.S. 

Vere^chetin  et  al.  editors.  Sovetskaya  Entsiklopediya,  Moscow,  1985, 

528  pp.  Reviewed  by  Academician  V.  Avduyevskiy. 

This  is  a  first  publication  of  its  kind,  covering  virtually  all  aspects  of 
cosmonautics  as  a  new  branch  of  scientific  research  and  economic  activities. 
It  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  consider  it  an  outstanding  event  in  the 
cultural  life  of  our  country,  vhich  inaugurated  the  space  age.  The 
encyclopedia  consists  of  15  interrelated  topic  sections  with  more  than  2,000 
articles  written  by  highly  skilled  specialists  and  offering  the  readers  an 
exceptionally  extensive  and  meaningful  panoramic  view  of  one  of  the  most 
exciting  fronts  of  the  scientific  and  technical  revolution.  Its 
scientifically  strict  and  accurate  referential  data  may  be  used  by  anyone 
interested  in  cosmonautics,  its  history  and  conteirporary  condition,  ranging 
from  scientific  workers  and  engineers  to  non-specialized  journalists,  party 
propagandists,  VUZ  and  school  teachers  and  university  and  secondary  school 
students.  It  provides  information  on  the  jhysical  and  technological 
foundations  of  rocket  technology,  the  structure  and  details  of  space  apparatus 
and  ^sterns,  programs  for  the  study  and  conquest  of  space,  the  organizations 
participating  in  their  implementation,  achievements  in  space  medicine  and 
biology  and  description  of  the  latest  scientific  areas  to  vhich  today  the 
adjective  "space"  may  be  added  (spaco  earth  studies,  space  navigation,  space 
corniraunications,  etc. ) . 

A  major  feature  of  conceptual  significance  of  the  encyclcpedia  is  the  global 
approach  taken  to  the  description  of  many  phenomena  on  earth,  an  approach 
vhich  became  truly  possible  thanks  to  the  establishment  and  development  of 
cosmonautics.  It  is  most  fully  manifested  in  the  article  "The  Earth"  and 
materials  related  to  this  topic,  the  content  of  vhich  is  based  on  achievements 
in  equipping  artificial  earth  satellites,  and  articles  dealing  with  many  of 
the  latest  trends,  such  as  "The  ffeteorological  i^ce  System,"  "Space  Geodesy," 
"Space  Monitoring,"  etc.  As  we  know,  global  problems  within  vhich  the 
contradictions  and  complexities  of  the  contemporary  stage  in  historical 
development  are  concentrated,  are  becoming  today  an  arena  of  political  and 
ideological  struggle.  In  this  connection,  the  encyclopedia  convincingly 
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proves  not  only  the  role  Xidiich  the  Soviet  Union  played  as  the  pioneer  of  the 
space  age  but  also  the  close  ties  between  aill  of  its  steps  in  this  Ptre^pi  and  a 
peace-orient^  policy,  the  initiator  of  viiich  our  country  has  invariably  been. 
Articles  on  international  cooperation  and  international  space  law,  drafted  for 
the  encyclopedia  by  the  USSR  Acadeny  of  Sciences  Xnterkosmos  Council,  are  of 
great  interest. 

Ihe  work  was  prepared  by  members  of  scientific  organizations  in  the  socialist 
countries  and  the  Ikiited  States,  Sweden  and  India.  To  a  certain  extent, 
therefore,  this  is  a  positive  exairple  of  international  cooperation. 
Nevertt^ess,  the  caredit  for  such  a  tremendous  work  involving  the  careful 
selection  of  terms,  their  classification,  the  scientific  and  literary 
formulation  of  concepts  and  their  meaning,  the  choice  of  the  best  qualified 
authors  and  the  coordination  of  their  efforts,  etc.,  goes  to  the  industry  and 
transportation  edito^  of  Izdatelstvo  Sovetskaya  Entsiklopediya,  and  the  aktiv 
of  relat^  specialists.  The  publication  is  richly  illustrated  (some  900 
illustrations  to  the  text,  many  of  vhich  publi^ed  for  the  first  time,  and  a 
large  number  of  color  and  black-and-vhite  inserts) .  The  aesthetic  aspect  of  a 
work  is  nrportant  and  "KosmonavtiJca"  meets  the  most  exacting  criteria. 

Bibliographic  references  are  found  at  the  end  of  the  work  as  a  combined  list 
of  publications.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  for  such  references 
to  be  put  at  the  end  of  each  article,  vhich  would  facilitate  the  further  stuc^ 
of  necessary  sources  for  further  scientific  and  literary  work.  This  does  not 
detract  from  the  quality  of  this  valuable  encyclopedia.  We  can  say  that  the 
problem  has  been  resolved  successfully  on  a  hi^  quality  level. 

The  furth^  headlong  development  of  ^ce  science,  technology  and  practice 
will  unqiaestionably  require  subsequent  editions,  enriched  with  new  data. 
Before  this  becomes  necessary,  it  would  be  expedient  to  publish  encyclopedic 
yearbooks  vhich  would  supply  fresh  knowledge  to  be  added  to  the  information  of 
permanent  value  contained  in  this  work. 
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